
 

 
 

THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 2010 

  

 

 

 

 

 

P R O T E C T I O N  O F  A U T H O R ’ S  C O P Y R I G H T  

 

 

 

 

This copy has been supplied by the Library of the University of Otago on the understanding that 

the following conditions will be observed: 

 

1. To comply with s56 of the Copyright Act 1994 [NZ], this thesis copy must only be used for 

the purposes of research or private study. 

 

2. The author's permission must be obtained before any material in the thesis is reproduced, 

unless such reproduction falls within the fair dealing guidelines of the Copyright Act 1994.  

Due acknowledgement must be made to the author in any citation. 

 

3. No further copies may be made without the permission of the Librarian of the University of 

Otago. 

 



NEW ---
W I T H ---- THE 

I S L A N D S -------

P. :MARSHALL 

History lV 
1960 



COifTENTS 
_._.. _____ _ 

Ilft'RODUCTORY 

CIU.PTD I 
HeY Zealand's Trade Yith the Pacific Islands 
in 1810 

CHAPI'ER II 
"Advancing the Cause of Human Progress and 
Reaping the Golden Harvest 

CHAJ?I'D I U 
NeY Zeal~nd's Trade with the Pacific Islands 
in 1900 

CIU.Pf.D IY 
So~ Causes for the Failure 

APPENDICES 

Page 1 

Page 6 

Page 11 

Page 22 

Page 28 

P&ge 42 



ABBREVIATIONS: 

A. to J. Appendices to the Journals of the 
House of Representatives of New Zealand. 

ll.Z.P.P. Appendices to the Journals of the 
House of Representatives of New Zealand. 

N. Z.P. D. New Zealand Parliamentary Debates. 



NEW ZEALAND'S TRADE WITH THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 1870 - 1900. 

The hopes and dreams of those who wished to see New Zealand as 

the political and commercial headquarters of an island empire in the 

South Pacific saw the first practical attempt made in this direction 

in the year 1847. Although constitutionally unable to fUrther such 

aims, Governor Sir George Grey already envi•saged, in 1847, a Pacific 

peopled by the British and governed from New Zealand. Convinced of 

the genuineness of Tongan and Fijian appeals to be taken inside British 

protection, Grey recommended the annexation of the islands by Great 

Britain. But the British Government remained unmoved by Grey's argu-

ments that the islands would afford a valuable defence for New Zealand 

and Australia in time of war, that the natives could augment the 

military resources of the Empire and that their wealth would soon make 

them self-supporting. (1 ) 

The year 1847 also saw the founding by Bishop Selwyn of the 

Melanesian Mission. New Zealand thus became the base for the mission-

ary outreach to the islands. of Melanesia. The welfare of the native 

inhabitants, both spiritual and material, became the responsibility of 

the Anglican Church of New Zealand. This inevitably meant a growing 

concern over the labour traffic in the islands culminating in the· public 

outcry after the murder 0f Bishop Patteson in 1871. The genuineness of 

much of the agitation at the time for the securing of a central point 

among the Pacific Islands. for the suppression of this traffic cannot 

be doubted. But it is true that this tragic event was used as fresh 

(1) c.o. 209/59. Grey to Earl Grey (No.12f6) March 14,1848, quoted in 
Origins of International Rivalry in Samoa, Sylvia Masterman, P.8~. 
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evidence in favour of the annexation of islands by the embryo colonial 

imperialists in the New Zealand of the 1870's. 

The discovery of gold in both Australia and New Zealand in the e<+-:r. 1 

early 1850's and the completion of the trans-Continental railway in 

America in 1869 began to change the face of the Pacific. The discovery 

of gold accelerated the development of the Pacific countries and enabled 

them to undertake a more ambitious Pacific policy. The discovery of 

gold in the Pacific and the cornp~etion of the trans-Continental railway 

turned American eyes to the Pacific and there developed a constant 

movement of miners, prospectors and traders across the Pacific. 

The key figure in the pressing of New Zealand's claims in the 

Pacific during the 1870's was Sir Julius Vogel. As Treasurer and 

Postmaster General he had agreed that the New Zealand Government should 

subsidize a Pacific mail line, if mails were taken to England by way of 

the American trans-Continental railway. Though the line did not 

eventuate,the potentialities of the islands were brought before the 

public's notice in New Zealand. The necessity of suppressing the 

labour traffic, the fear of the designs of other European powers, and 

the potential riches of the islands caused Vogel to advocate two main 

lines of action. In November 1871 the annexation of Samoa was urged~2) 
In October 1873, Governor Ferguson was again requested to forward a 

ministerial memorandum stating that _(3 )"If Great Britain means to 

extend her dominion in Polynesia it will be better, for abundantly 

evident reasons, for her to do so comprehensively, than to allow her

self to be forced into it, the choicest islands being, in the meanwhile, 

appropriated by Foreign Powers. u 

c.o. 209 223 No.1174. Enclosed in Bowen to Kimberley~ Nov.24, 1~~. 
c.o. 209/230 No.13622 Annexation of Polynesia. Ferguson to 

Kimberley, Oct.23, 1873. 

I. 



Vogel's second line of action was to advocate the formation, 

under Government auspices, of a trading company in the South Pacific. 

Trade was not to be the only object. In Ferguson's words, "But he 

(Vogel) looks for a much more important object, viz. the acquisition 

of dominion by the Company in the fashion of the East India Company." (4) 

The question that immediately arises is: how far was Vogel's 

suggestion practical? Did the volume, nature and value of New Zeal-

and\ s trade with the Pacific Islands at this time justify such a step? 

To gain some indication as to the feasibility of such an undertaking, 

it is proposed to examine the nature, volume and value of New Zealand's 

trade with the Pacific Islands in the year 1870. To discover whether 

the growth of such trade would have justified the formation of a 

Government supported trading company, a similar investigation will be 

made into the 1900 terms of trade between New Zealand and the Pacific 

Islands. 

It could well be argued that, because a trading company was not 

formed, the figures for New Zealand's Pacific trade in 1900 have little 

relevance. They leave completely to conjecture what could have been 

accomplished had a company been formed. But I hope to show that the 

same reasons which accounted for the merely steady and unspectacular 

growth of this trade as demonstrated by the 1900 figures also pre-

eluded the establishment of such a company in the first place. 

The 1870 figures of New Zealand's trade with the Pacific Islands 

will be examined to disclose the nature of the principal items of both 

the import and export trade, their value and volume. The export trade 

will be examined to determine the value of the goods actually produced 

in New Zealand. Likewise the import trade will be examined to dis-

(4) c.o. 209/230 (No.13653) Ferguson to Kimberley. Confidential. 
Dec. 22, 1873. 
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cpver the ultimate destiny of' the island products -- whether they were 

consumed by the New Zealand market or whether they were re-exported 

overseas. An attempt will be made to gain some indication as to the 

proportion of' the islands' trade New Zealand had won in the early 

1870's compared to the German, Australian and American trade. It has 

not been possible to ascertain these proportions as clearly as would 

be desirable, but there is suf'f'icient evidence available to demonstrate 

the f'easibility or otherwise of' Vogel's scheme. 

A similar investigation into the t900 f'igures is designed to 

reveal any changes in the nature and value of' the individual items of' 

both import and export trade. The detailed f'igures of' New Zealand's 

trade with individual island groups are available f'or this year. 

Comparisons of' New Zealand's volume of' trade with that of' American, ~: 

·); 
prove of' interest.~ !I French, Australian and German trade with these groups 

Factors which militated against any spectacular rise in New 

Zealand's trade with the Pacif'ic islands also militated against the 

establishment of' a trading company in the f'irst place. Factors which 

are to be considered in this connection are as f'ollows: New Zealand's 

position in the Pacif'ic relative to that of' Germany, America, Australia 

and France in the 1870's. Because trading companies inevitably demand 

some f'orm of' protection, trade cannot be disassociated f'rom its 

political repercussions. For this reason the political repercussions 

of' a New Zealand trading company must also be considered. Whether the 

islands could of'f'er a young developing country produce and raw materials 

necessary f'or its development is another f'actor that must be examined. 

Again, whether such an undeveloped country as New Zealand could of'f'er 

the islands of' the Pacif'ic either the type of' goods and articles or 

li 
l· 
;: 
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produce of a sufficiently high quality necessitates investigation. 

Some attention is devoted to labour problems in the Pacific, and above 

all to the drastic depopulation which was common in all Pacific islands 

during this period. 

The purpose of this examination of New Zealand's trade with the 

Pacific islands in 1870 and 1900 is to demonstrate that Vogel's hopes 

for the establishment of a trading company had no justification in fact. 

This is not a case of the investigator attempting to demonstrate his 

wisdom after gaining access to now available relevant facts and figures. 

Sufficient information was available to Vogel at the time to prove the 

impracticability of his scheme. One must accept the verdict that 

Vogel's trading company scheme was to be a means to an end- the end 

being the realisation of Vogel's dream of New Zealand as the new 

Britain of the South, the headquarters of a Polynesian Empire. 

i 
·i. 



CHAPTER I NEW ZEALAND'S TRADE WITH THE PACIFIC 
ISLANDS IN 1870. 

The following island groups will be considered in this 

discussion :-

New Caledonia 
New Hebrides 
Tonga 
Cooks and Niue 

Samoa 
Society 
Marquesas 
Taumotu 
Fiji 
Solomons 
Gilbert and Ellice 

Marshalls and Caroline 
Hawaii 
Guam 

Phoenix 

AREA 

8,5~---;q.miles( 1 ) 
5,700 

250 
201 

1 ,209 

593 
459 
319 

7,083 
14,600 

200 

860 

6,454 
206 

11 

6. 

The total New Zealand imports from the Pacific Islands in 1870 

were valued at £102,291. (2) New Zealand's total imports for this year 

were valued at £4,639,015. (3 ) Imports from the Pacific Islands thus 

totalled 2.~ of New Zealand's total imports. More than half the 

value of New Zealand's imports from the Pacific Islands in this year 

comprised cotton imports. 419,000 lbs of raw cotton valued at 

£55,199 and 504 tons of cotton seed valued at £4,346 were imported. 

But this import trade in cotton was of a very temporary nature. 

"The world cotton famine resulting from the American Civil War ensured 

good prices for the time being and cotton exports serve as an index of 

------·---------
(1) The South Seas in the Modern World, Keesing. Table II P.306. 

"Pacific Islands Year Book, 1956•-r-:
(2) Statistics for New Zealgnd. 1870-71. 
(3) Ibid. 



the startling rapidity of the new development."(4) 

Cotton exports from Fiji :-

1863 £400. 1866 £19,800. 1869 £45,000. 

7. 

1870 £92,000. (5 ) 

The cotton trade could not justifiably be regarded as the basis 

of a trading enterprise in the Pacific. In 1870 when cotton valued at 

£59,545 was imported into New Zealand, cotton valued at £57,600 was 

exported to England. Again, seventy seven tons of copra valued at 

£860 was imported into New Zealand in 1870, while sixty three tons 

valued at £1,120 was exported to England in the same year. 

In 1868 cotton imports into New Zealand were valued at £41,173. 
1869 £ 55,303 
1870 59,545 
1871 19,613 
1872 6,786 
1873 32,322 
1:874 23,567 
1875 5,641 

(6) 1877 3,042 

The sugar industry had not yet developed in the Pacific Islands 

by the year 1870. New Zealand's imports of sugar in 1;870 carne mainly 

from Australia, Mauritius and Hawaii. Sugar from the Pacific Islands 

made its appearance on the New Zealand market only slowly during the 

t870's. 

New Zealand Imports of Sugar, 1870 : 
United Kingdom £ 6,720 
New South Wales 
Victoria 
Mauritius 

10,700 
51,517 

1,190 

---------------·--·-------
Britain in Fiji, 1858-80, J.D. Legge, P.45. 
Ibid. 
statistics of Nej Zealand. 
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Sugar Warehoused: 

United Kingdom £ 9,484 
New South Wales 11 ,473 
Victoria 63,727 
Mauritius 87,935 
Hawaiian 11,062 
China 5,040 (7) 

Sugar Imports from the Pacific Islands 1870-77 • (8) 
• 

1873 £ 68 
1874: Fiji 50 

South Seas 81 
1875: Fiji 551 

Tonga 10 
Cooks 1. 

1877: Fiji 4,191 
Friendly 25 
Navigators 2 
Cooks 1 

Out of a total value for coffee i~orts of £12,945, Victoria 

supplied £9,799, while the Pacific Islands supplied £520. The Pacific 

Islands supplied 2.2% o~ New Zealand's total imports. But over 1% of 

this comprised raw cotton which was immediately re-exported. It must 

also be noted tnat the year 1870 shows an unusually high value of 

imports from the islands. 

1868 £ 52,921 
1869 76,952 
1870 102,291 
1871 55,948 
1872 27,477 
1873 46,276 

The direct correlation between the trend shown by these figures 

and the fluctuatmng value of cotton imports can be noted. A complete 

--- -----·--
Statistics of New Zealand, 1870. 
Statistics of New Zealand, 1870-77. 
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list or New Zealand's imports rrom the Pacific Islands may be f'ound in 

Appendix A. Complete figures f'or the import and export trade of' each 

island group with New Zealand in 1870 are not available. Appendix B 

shows these figures for such islands groups as are available up till 

1875. 

New Zealand's export trade to the Pacific Islands was valued at 

£60,384 in the year 1870. New Zealand's total export trade f'or this 

year was valued at £4,822,756. Thus her Pacific trade comprised 1.2% 

of' her total trade. But 65% of' New Zealand's export trade to the 

islands comprised re-exports of' "British, Foreign, and other Colonial , 

Produce and Manufactures". Only £23,357 represented the value of 

articles and produce from New Zealand, while £44,979 represented the 

value of goods~and articles re-exported. (9) Some of' the more valuable 
' ~; 
i; 

i terns in the trade of' New Zealand produced goods comprised timber, wheat 11 
! d 

flour, oats, bran and sharks, horses and sheep. 
li 

Among the re-exported ii 
. 'i 

items hardware, ironmongery, machinery, specie, spirits, apparel, 

cotton manufactures, drapery and tobacco featured largely. 

Tije statistics show that the potentialities for a New Zealand 

trade with the Pacific Islands were very limited. New Zealand was 

able to supply some essential foodstuffs, but the demand for these 

foodstuffs would depend upon the growth of the EUitopean population in 

the islands and upon the degree to which the native populations 

adopted the European diet and way of life. Moreover, it is clear that 

the goods which were most in demand in the islands_, machinery, hardware, 

ironmongery and clothing, were just the materials which a young and 

almost wholly agricultural country could not hope to supply. 

( 9) Appendix C. 

l 
;. 
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New Zealand's position in the Pacific trade in 1870 was thus very 

much in the nature of a temporary store-house. Island produce was 

re-shipped from New Zealand to Europe and British and European manu

factured articles and goods were re-exported to the islands. If the 

islands did have a valuable trade which could be developed, then it is 

clear that as it developed it would not be centred on New Zealand. 

If it did develop to the dimensions hoped for by New Zealand's 

politicians, then as it did it would evolve direct links with its 

European and Australian markets. There is no doubt that the smallness 

of individual islands and the long distances between island groups 

demanded the development of an entrepot. By 1870 New Zealand was 

fulfilling earlier prophecies and meeting this need to a certain 

degree. Whether she could become the major clearing house for the 

South Pacific was another matter. The dearness of New Zealand 

freights to and from the islands and the development of direct trading 

links with Europe would appear to decree otherwise. 



CHAPTER II ~ADVANCING THE CAUSE OF HUMAN PROGRESS AND 

REAPING THE GOLDEN HARVEST". 

1 1 • 

New Zealand politicians who so strenuously sought to advance New 

Zealand's claims in the Pacific based their opinions on some sound 

advice and a good deal of' unsound advice made available by British 

Consuls, Customs Of'f'icers and private individuals. 

Some sound advice was given by John B. Thurston, British Consul 

in Fiji and Tonga in 1866. He wrote: (1 ) "The high price which cotton 

fetches at present cannot be considered a f'air estimate for the future, 

but considering the current prices before the war in the United States, 

the profits to the planters from the South Sea cotton cannot fall below 

£40 and from Egyptian £25 per acre." In 1867, ( 2) he warned that 

"The expense in shipping cotton to the colonies is excessive and has a 

depressing effect upon the planter, which can be removed only by direct 

communication with England. Freight upon cotton to Sydney is~ - 1d 

per lb. which is about the same rate as charged for conveying thence 

to England. " 

Some advice of a less sound nature was also given by Thurston. (3) 

"Auckland is the natural depot for the South Sea Island's trade. It is 

one-third of the distance nearer to Fiji than Sydney is. As the 

prevailing winds are fair both for going and returning, merchandise 

from Europe can be landed there and at the same prices in about the [ 

same time as at Sydney; and the return voyage is much shorter." 

A perusal of' Vogel's recommendations to the British Government clearly 

reveals which part of' Thurston's advice he chose to accept and which to 

reject. 

( 1) Report by John B.Thurston, H.M.Consul in Fiji and Tonga, for the 
year 1866. A.to J. 1884, A4, P.99. 

(2) Report by John B.Thurston, H.M.Consul in Fiji and Tonga, for the 

(3) 
year 1867. A.to J. 1884, A4, P. too. 
Re or Jo .T ur , H M. Consul in Fiji and Tonga,f'or the 
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The population ~igures revealed in the report o~ the Customs 

o~~icial William Seed, are o~ interest in view o~ later inaccurate 

statements regarding the Islands population. Seed's estimates were< 42 
Tonga 18,500 (in 1839) 
Fiji 200,000 
Navigators 34,000 
Society 21 ,ooo 
Taumotu 3,500 
Marquesas 12,000 
New Caledonia 60,000 
New Hebrides 30,000 
Banks Is. 7,500 
Hawaii 62,959 
Cook Is. 1.0,000 

0~ German trade with Samoa Seed writes, (5) "I was unable to 

secure exact returns ~or this trade but it must be very large because 

10- 12 ships are despatched each year ~rom Apia with full cargoes." 

Seed mentions the widespread nature o~ the German trade. "Four trading 

brigs with Sydney and 5-6 vessels o~ 40-140 tons trading regularly 

between the Solomons, Friendly Islands, Savage Island and Apia." 

He quotes the British Consul in Samoa, Williams, as saying, "The 

imports are ~rom the Australian colonies and Hamburg, the greater part 

however, are o~ British manu~acture. About one-third o~ the exports 

are shipped to the colonies and go thence to England; two-thirds to 

Hamburg direct, being shipped by the representatives o~ the German ~irm,. 

Messrs. Godde~roy and Son. (G) Seed believed that the Samoans could 

not be induced to undertake steady babour o~ any kind. His comment on 

(4)"Area, Population, Trade,etc. o~ the Principal Groups"(by Mr.W.Seed, 
Secretary of Customs) A.to J. 1884, A4. Pages 1-18. 

(5) A.to J.1872, E.No.2. Enclosure 3 in No.II "Report on the Navigator 
Islands", W.Seed. P.f 8. 

(6) A.to J.1872, E.No.2. Enclosure 3 in No.II, P.12. 
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a gang o:f Niue Islanders whom he saw working in a cotton :field was I 
"It struck me that they looked wretchedly dejected and forlorn and that 

they plodded along at their work in a most languid and monotonous 

manner."( 7 ) This opinion should have been worthy of consideration by 

those who wished to use island labour to develop a Pelynesian trading 

empire. 

He 

Seed reported Samoa's shipping 
1870 

tonnage in 1870-1 to be - (8 ) 
1871 

British 4,940 tons 
United States 3,690 
German 7,004 
Tahitian 650 

reported Hawaiian trade to 

Total Imports 

£ 325 '176 

be in 

4,856 tons 

500 
8,696 

230 

1:871 (9) 

Total Exports 

£ 378,413 :; 
~ 

(1o) N.Z. Exports to Hawaii £5,572. N.Z. Imports, from Hawaii £13,159. \1 

He reported (11:) that the import trade of the Society Islands ji 

which usually averaged about £100,000 per year comprised about one-third' 

of British or British Colonial goods imported mostly from Australia and 

New Zealand. The British Consul's report in 1871 stated: "The 

countries for which the e xports of the island's produce was destined 

may be stated as follows: England (chiefly through Australia and New 

Zealand), France, California, Chile and lately Hamburg." "This shows," 

said Seed, "the important position of New Zealand in relation to the 

South Seas Islands." 

Seed urged the annexation of Samoa stating that the native popu-

lation would welcome British rule and justice in place of the unrest 

~------~---·-----·-··-·------·----·- ··---
(7) A.to J.1872, E.No.2. Enclosure .3 in No.II "Report on the Navigator 

Islands", W.Seed, P.:l:a 13. 

1
8) Ibid. 
9) A. to J. 1884, A4, Pa~e 16. 
10) New Zealand Statist1cs, 1871. 
11) A.to J. 1884,A4, Page 7. 
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caused by the dfusputed succession. Prevailing winds for nine months 

of the year favourable for passage both ways, a trade which must 

increase rapidly, a supply in New Zealand of those commodities most 

needed by the white settlers, New Zealand's long experience in dealing 

with Maoris, and safe harbours "admirably adapted for stations for 

suppressing the pernicious and iniquitous slave traffic, were in Seed's 

eyes, more than adequate reasons for urging upon the British Government 

the annexation of the Samoan Islands. 

H.B. Sterndale, a former employee of the German firm of Godde

froy's, gave further evidence of the nature and scope of the German 

trade in the Pacific. (12 ) He pointed out that whereas ih former years 

great quantities of coconut oil had been manufactured by the inhabit

ants of the Tongan Islands, the present practice was to make copra and 

that the trade in this commodity was now largely momopolized by the 

firm of Goddefroys. He reported the presence of some Sydney traders. 

and occasionally some small vessels from Auckland in the Tongan Islands 

but pointed out that the amount of business which they were able to do 

was very limited. A loan of money to the Tongan king in 1870 had 

secured for Goddefroys a virtual monopoly of the copra trade of the 

Tongan Islands. He stated that between the island of Yap in the west 

and Samoa in the east, a distance of some two thousand miles, the firm 

had had or had an agent upon every productive island whose inhabitants 

were well disposed towards whites. Goddefroy's trading posts stretch-

ed through the Ellice, Gilbert and Marshall Islands, and then due west 

to the Carolines. "By the use of Bolivian silver coin, obtained at 

----~-

(12) "Memoranda on Some of the South Sea Islands" by Mr.H.D. Sterndale, 
Auckland, March 28, 1874. A.to y:- A-3B, P.2. 1874. 

I 

! ... :, !; 
·i 
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reduced value and circulated at 50 cents Goddefroys secure to them

selves the custom of all who will receive this coin." 

The policy of the Germans was to purchase copra, which could be 

bought more cheaply, and tranship it to Hamburg and Bremen. There it 

was crushed in large hydraulic presses and an oil, clear, colourless, 

free from rancid taste or smell, produced. A valuable market for the 

residue of the crushed copra was found in the feeding of cattle during 

the European winter. Sterndale believed that the imported labour used 

on Goddefroy's plantations was treated according to humane and just 

principles. and that such practices could well be emulated by planters 

throughout the tropics. But here Sterndale' s account of the benefits, 

bestowed upon Gilbertese indentured labourers<13) ~pears rather too 

good to be true. 

If Sterndale's memoranda to the Government was a restrained 

factual account, then his article, "Present Trade and Trading Arrange

ments", published in the newspaper Souther!l Crgss casts all restraints 

to the wind. The completing of the railway across the continent of 

America, and the possibility of a canal cutting through the isthmus of 

Darien would make San Francisco and Panama two of the greatest commerc-

ial centres of the globe. Many of the islands now unprofitable would 

acquire a greater value than some of the West Indies. The demand for 

goods of European or colonial manufacture would increase immensely and 

it would be a fatal mistake if Auckland "should longer hesitate to be 

first in the field and secure to itself the largest share of this 

profitable trade, to which from its geographical position, it has the 

greatest natural right. uC 1·4) 

----·-----·--·---------
(13) Sterndale' s Memoranda, P.11. 
(14) Sterndale's Memoranda. A.to J. 1874. A-3B. P.26. 

l. 
! 
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The climate of opinion prevailing among the small section of 

New Zealand's community who had commercial and political aspirations 

in the Pacific is revealed in Sterndale's ensuing comments. Large 

scale trading companies would produce in ten years more practical good 

in enlightening the dark places of .Polynesia than could be effected by 

mission ships in as many generations. If the moral status of the 

barbarians was to be elevated, then there must be created in their 

minds a desire for the comforts and luxuries of the civilized races. 

"Do first what is most obviously necessary to advance the condition of 

the outward man; moral regeneration will assuredly follow. Did not 

Christ himself begin by administering to the bodily necessities of his 

hearers bidding them afterwards repent and believe his gospel." 

(. 

Companies of merchants acting upon principles of justice and benevol

ence towards the aborigines would "not only materially assist the caus4 1j 

i !t 
of human progress, but will reap themselves a golden harvest out of 1 

their enterprise. u( 15) 

The plans for a trading company in the Pacific had been given 

more positive form by Coleman Phillips in 1873. Phillips, a Jew, at 

twenty eight years of age, had spent four months in Fiji in 1872 where 

he claimed tm have helped in the establishment of the Bank of Fiji. 

His "Original Draft 11 (
16 ) was the most unscrupulous and improbable of 

the many improbable dreams regarding New Zealand's aspirations in the 

Pacific. His aims were: 

1. The supply of native labour in the Polynesian group and to the 

Australian colonies. 

2. To take advantage of the dormant labour resident in the islands, 

by exchanging trade for islands produce. 

Sterndale's Memoranda. A.to J. 1874, A-3B, P.31. 
Coleman Phillips "Original Draft of !h,e ~o1l,nesian Scheme" 
A. to J. 1876, I-6. 

I. 
i 



To acQuire ultimate dominion • . 
Though New Caledonia, Tahiti and the MarQuesas were under French 

protection' this was certainly no barrier as "France always loses her 

colonies". The petty kingdoms of Fiji, Tonga and Samoa must decay as 

repreaenta tive government was Quite unsuitable to them. "The black can-

not rule the white." "The remaining groups are to be had for the 

taking." Polynesia, he estimated, contained 2,000,000 natives while 

Eastern New Guinea contained a similar number. The native population 

were perfect cowards and ever would be so. Five hundred Maoris would 

put a Fijian army to flight. As the native would not work on his own 

island, it was for the present necessary to "exchange" them. 'I:ia~ 

Large Hamburg houses were, Phillips admitted, establishing 

agencies to "carry out in a small way, the scheme which I am proposing." 

He advocated the establishment of trading stations on different islands 

to which small vessels would call at regular intervals and trade in 

copra, coco-nut oil, fibre, pearl shell, fungus, arrowroot, candlewood, 

sandalwood, beche de mer and tortoise-shell. ·"Ceylon reckons each 

coco-nut tree yields four shillings a ye.ar." "There are millions of 

trees in Polynesia." "There are scores of islands, thousands of tons 

of pearl shell." "The profits to be made are simply enormous." 

"The missionary has fulfilled the object of his mission; he must not 

interfere with the next process of civilization- commerce." 

Coleman Phillips communicated his plan to Vogel in August 1873, 

and though the plan as it stood was unacceptable, it is easy to see that 

Vogel adopted many of its ideas. In an enclosure to a despatch( 17) 

from Governor Ferguson to Kimberley, Vogel stated that it was remarkable 

how the prevailing winds made New Zealand and the islands mutually 

(17) Enclosure to despatch No.5, Ferguson to Kimberley No.15. 
March 11, 1874, A.to J. 1874, A-3, P.6. 
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accessible. They proclaim New Zealand as the natural headquarters of 

Polynesia. Great Britain, which might have looked upon them from four 

standpoints 

1st As naval stations, 

2nd As important to the preservation and safety of her 
Australian possessions, 

3rd In order to preserve them from becoming convict stations, 
4th On account of their commercial importance, 

has stood aloof. 

On the other hand, Britain has entered on a herculean task, in 

undertaking the repression of slavery in the southern seas. Suppression 

under the present conditions will induce the trade to grow. It is 

hopeless, however, to expect Great Britain to take possession of all 

unoccupied Polynesia; and the problem which I have considered is --

Can New Zealand do anything. Politically she cannot, but she can do 

much if it be ceded that to such countries as these islands the 

influence of civilization and commerce will stand as substitutes, if 

not ultimately lead to the flag and the dominion. In fine it seems to 

me that New Zealand may earn for a reluctant Great Britain- without 

committing her to the responsibilities she fears - a grand Island 

Dominion; may in the meanwhile save the mother country much trouble 

and danger and risk. I speak, of course, of the danger and risk of 

expenditure which weigh so much with the rulers of Great Britain; and 

when the result is secured and the commerce established, it may be 

recognized that New Zealand, the colony, has done a useful work for 

Great Britain, the Empire. 

"Mr. Coleman Phillips had suggested the establishment of a com

pany which, like the East India Company, should endeavour politically 

and commercially to gain ascendancy in the Pacific Islands." 
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Vogel advised that "a company be formed on the share capital of which 

New Zealand was to give a guarantee of five per cent interest for five 

years. The company was to purchase, if procurable, the leading 

factories and estates already existent in the islands and to establish 

others of its own; to acquire land. and to assist suitable persons 
/ 

with capital and means on the condition that the produce be sold to the 

company at agreed prices; to aid the missionaries to civilize and to 

endeavour to encourage native industry. 

The returns I propose New Zealand should exact for its guarantee 

are certain conditions such as : 

(a) The Company should carry the produce of the islands to New Zealand, 
and should ship from New Zealand its supplies to the Islands. 

(b) Royalty to be paid on all produce procured by the Company from the 
Islands and also a Royalty on all supplies other than those of 
New Zealand produce and manufacture sent to the Islands. 

(c) The establishment of manufactories in New Zealand to utilise the 
Island products, such as sugar refineries, cotton mills, paper 
mills, etc. 

(d) Affording encouragement to New Zealand productions and manufactures, 
by shipping to the Islands livestock and such articles produced or 
prepared in the colony as grain, flour, preserved meats, beer, rope, 
fabrics of various kinds, glass, reduced iron, coal, agricultural 
machinery, biscuits, boots and shoes, butter, cheese, hams and 
bacon, fish dried and pickled, candles, soap, cordage, sawn timber, 
doors and sashes, shingles, cotton and woollen fabrfucs. 

(e) The establishment of a steam communication constantly between the 
different Islands and New Zealand ports from north to south." (18) 

But Vogel looked "to a much more important object, viz. the 

acquisition of dominion by the Company in the fashion of the East India 

Company, by such steps as the willingness of the local Chiefs, Govern

ments and populations will agree to. "(19 ) Mr. Phillips ''states that 

several German mercantile houses are already carrying on a trade similar 

~18) Memorandum to the Governor by Julius Vogel, Feb.5, 1874. 
N.Z.P.P. 1874, A4. 

(19) Ferguson to Kimberley, c.o. 209/230. Oct.23, 1873. 
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to what he proposes, but that he knows that they are not succeeding 

owing to their competition and to the expense attending undertakings of 

this kind."( 20) When the success of the German firm of Goddefroys is 

remembered, and when it is noted that the Seed and Sterndale reports 

were by this time being compiled in a Blue Book ( 21;) it would seem that 

Phillips was deliberately misinforming Governor Ferguson in order to 

gain his support. 

Vogel's motives are further clarified in a communication by 

Ferguson to Kimberley of 11 March, 1874. "At the same time Mr. Vogel 

does not disguise his hopes that the establishment and operation of 

such a Company would tend to the strengthening of British influence in 

the numerous communities of the Pacific Ocean, to the acquisition by 

New Zealand of a leading position, as representing the Mother Country, 

and ultimately to her becoming the head of a new Dominion." It is not 

surprising that the same spirit which has led our countrymen to settle 

on many shores, and now as in North America, to bind distant settle-

ments together in a strong and united dominion, should be displayed by 

those who have planted so deeply in this hemisphere, the roots of 

British power. Commercial undertakings were not free from political 

features in North America, "but to discourage such extension upon that 

account would imply disapproval of those national tendencies which have 

contributed so largely to the national power."( 22 ) 
Speaking in support of his Trading Company Bill in the House of 

Representatives, Vogel said, "If our ancestors, who revered the great 

eXplorers of their day, could revisit the earth how amazed they would 

be! They did not hesitate to lavish blood and treasure on islands like 

------- ---------·-··-··-·---·- ---------.------- -·-·--- - ·---------· --··-~---·--
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those of the West Indies, almost every one of which has been a seat of 
l: 

war. But we with countless islands, not inferior at our feet, refuse 

to stretch out our hands to secure by peaceful means, that trade and 

commerce."( 23 ) 

But all Vogel's high hopes and grand visions came to nought. 

The British Government issued instructions to Governor Ferguson that 

any Bill dealing with a South Seas trading company must be reserved. 

Even in New Zealand the would-be imperialists found very little 

support for their ideals and hopes. 

l 

-------·· ·---- ·-------------------
(23) Parliamentary Debates, Vol.XVI, P.154. 



CHAPTER III NEW ZEALAND'S TRADE WITH THE PACIFIC ISLANDS, 

1900. 

22. 

In view of the wildly optimistic and inaccurate forecasts made in 

the 1870's regarding New Zealand,s trade with the Pacific Islands, it 

is of interest to examine the figures for this trade in the year 1900. 

In this year New Zealand's import trade from the islands was valued at 

£438,415. New Zealand's total import trade for this year was valued 

at £10,646,096. The Pacific Islands thus supplied New Zealand with ! 

4.1% of her imports. In 1870 imports valued at £102,291 had comprised 

2.2% of New Zealand's total imports. In fhirty years tbe Pacific 

Islands proportion of New Zealand's total imports had increased 1.9%. 

Some major changes are noticeable in a comparison of the most 

important items comprising New Zealand's import trade in the years 1870 

and 1900. Raw cotton imports have almost disappeared by 1900. (1 ) 

In 1900 Fiji supplied 73% of New Zealand's sugar imports. 

Sugar Imports: 1870 1900 ( 2) 

Victoria £ 115,244 £ 13,668 (refined) 

New South Wales 22,173 16,739 It 

Queensland 87,593 " 
Mauritius 89' 125 165 It 

Hawaiian 11,062 

United Kingdom 16' 204 327,601 (raw sugar) 

Fiji 327' 601 It tt 

Of New Zealand's total imports from the Pacific Islands, sugar 

comprised 74% of the total value, fresh fruits 15% and guano imports 

Hawaiian sugar imports have disappeared, while imports from 

Mauritius have almost disappeared. By 1900 the islands of Fiji 
\ 

supplied 83% of New Zealand's imports from the Pacific Islands. (3) i, 

i: 

L· 
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New Zealand's export trade to the Pacific Islands in 1900 was 

valued at £138,289. Total New Zealand exports in this year were valued: 

at £13, 246, 161 • Exports to the Pacific Islands thus totalled 1.04% in 

value of New Zealand's total export trade. This reflects a slight 

drop in the Pacific Islands proport:i,on of New Zealand's export trade 

from 1.2% in 1870 to 1.04% in 1900. There are some significant changes 

in the composition of the major items of the Pacific export trade. 

Cattle, horses, sheep, pigs and poultry valued at £8,504 were exported 

to the islands in 1900. Coal (£12,669), Flour (£5,000), salted meat 

(£8,684), potted and preserved meats (£20,942), and timber (£16,354) 

were the most important items. The most important development since 

1870 has been the growth of a valuable potted and preserved meat trade. 

There is also an important change in the proportion of New Zealand· 

produced exports compared to those originating as "British, Foreign and 

other Colonial Produce and Manufactures". In 1870, 65% of New Zealand~ 

exports were in the nature of re-exports under this catego~. In 1900, 

out of a total export trade to the Pacific of £138,289, goods valued at 

£54,387 were classified as re-exports. This represents a decrease in( 

re-exports from 65% in 1870 to 39% in 1900. In 1870 the most valuable 

items in the re-export trade had been cotton manufactures, _drapery, 

hardware and ironmongery. By 1900 the value of these items in the re-

export trade had fallen. 
1900 1870 

Cotton manufactures £ 9,213 £ 5,974 
Drapery and Apparel 10,040 1 '129• 
Hardware and Ironmongery 2,012 974 (4) 

When it is remembered that New Zealand's importation of raw 

cotton from the islands and its subsequent re-export to Britain had 
····-- .. ··-·-------------··-------~ ·----- . ------·--- --------

(4) Statistics for New Zealand 1 1870 and 1900. 



24. 

ceased by 1900, an important change in New Zealand's position in the 

Pacific trade can be discerned. In 1870 New Zealand had acted as an 

intermediary t~ding station between Britain and the Pacific. The 

foregoing figures would suggest that the importance of New Zealand in 

fulfilling this position had greatly diminished. It would appear that 

as the economic life of the Pacific Islands developed, and as their 

exports grew, there developed a direct trade between the Islands and 

Europe, America and the Australian colonies. The major export of 

the Islands, copra, was being shipped direct to Europe or Australia 

and in return cotton manufactures, drapery, iron and steel products, 

machinery and hardware were finding their way to the Islands by a more 

direct route than via New Zealand. 

An examination of the import and export figures of some of the 

Island groups in the years 1899 or 1900 gives evidence in support of 

this contention. Despite the importance of the importation of Fijian 

sugar into New Zealand at this time, Fiji's trade was by no means 

dominated by New Zealand. 

Fiji's Import and Export Trade, 1899: (5) 

Azores 
Canada 
Cape of Good Hope 
Fortuna 
Great Britain 
Honolulu 
India 
Victoria-
New Caledonia 
New South Wales
New Zealand 
Queensland
Russiar. 
Samoa 
Solomons 
Tonga 
United States 
Wallis Is. 

7~) Annenai~~R f.n 

Imports Exports 

£ 
1,483 

9 
2,499 

72 
7,898 

524 
217' 116 
29,053 
1lfl200 

342 
40 
17 

1,355 
1 ,430 

263,043 

£ 39,873 
805 

A-7\ T 

14 
1 ,591 

10 
7 

69,325 

73,910 
281,060 

3 
890 

5,074 
84 

9,122 
26 
57 

481,856 
-1onX -

Total 

£ 39,873 
2,288 

9 
2,514 
1 ,591 

82 
7,905 

69,325 
524 

291,026 
310,113 

1 ,203 
890 

5,416 
124 

9,140 
1,382 
1 ,488_ 

744,900 
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By the end of the century the Australian colonies controlled a 

significant portion of the Pacific Islands trade. 

Yearly average of Imports and Exports, 1897 - 1901 (6) 

£349,922 

£301,894 

£150,510 £173,080 

1ot,479 
£103,475 

£61,679 

0 £36,457 

D 
(/) 
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In Samoa in the year 1899, nearly 100,000 tons of shipping enter-

ed Apia. Imports into Samoa totalled £104,781 and exports from Samoa 

totalled £88,455 of which £70,124 represented the value of 7, 792 tons 

of Samoan copra. (7) New Zealand's proportion of the Samoan trade can 

(6) 

(7) 

----------·--------
The Australian figures are obtained from the "Official Year Book". 
Commonwealth of Australia. 1901-7. 
New Zealand's figures from Statistics for New Zealand, 1897-1901. 
"Modern Samoa 11 , Felix Kee sing, P, 297. 



be shown thus :
£104,781 

£ 8,455 
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TOTAL 
SAMOA..W 
IMPORTS 

£23,004 
N.Z.EXPORTY., 

TO SAMOA u TOTAL 
SAMOAN 
EXPORTS 

£1,349 - N. z. I:MPORTS 
FROM SM.'iOA. 

TONGA 1899. (8 ) 

Total Imports £ 73,314 
Imports from New Zealand 39,253 

Total Exports 71,315 
Exports to New Zealand 11,235 

COOK ISLANDS 1900. (9) 

Imports from 
Exports to 

New Zealand 
£ 17,700 

21 ,016 

NEW CALEDONIA 

Imports from New South Wales 
Imports from New Zealand 
Exports to New South Wales 
Exports to New Zealand 

Tahiti 
£ 2,230 

1,496 

1900. ( 1 O) 

£ 179,759 
9, 287 

28,509 
nil 

Others 
£ 1,25t 

1,572 

The value of Germany's trade with the Pacific Islands about the 

turn of the century is revealed in the following table for the year 

1902.( 11 ) 

1
8) Appendices to Journals, A-3M, 1900. 
9) A. to J. A-3, 1902, P.12. 
10)"The Wealth and Progress of New South Wales 1900 01" by T.A. 

Coghlan, P.150. 
(11) La Colonisation et les Colonies Allemandes, Cheradame, P.472. 

Figures in German marks converted-to £.-·------
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Importation Exportation Total 

Bismarck Archipelago £ 81 ,871 £ 45,949 £ 127,820 
Kaiser Wilhelmsland 28,654 10,095 38,749 
Mariannes 2,889 8,783 11,672 
Carolines (West) 6,061 5,80t 11,862 
Carolines (East) 16' 060 8,307 24,367 
Marshalls 24,383 25' 241 49,624 
Samoa 119 '905 84,592 204,497 

£ 279,823 188,768 468,591 

These figures and comparisons would suggest that New Zealand's 

share in the Pacific Islands' trade grew, between 1870 and 1900, in a 

manner commensurate with New Zealand's expanding population. The 

increases in New Zealand's imports from the Islands are no more than 

one would expect naturally to occur when the law of supply and demand 

operates normally to satisfy the needs of a growing population. The 

very small increase in New Zealand's export trade is not surprising 

seeing that New Zealand could supply a very limited type of export. 

The manufactured articles, clothing and machinery, so necessary to the 

Islands economy could not be produced in New Zealand, therefore it was 

inevitable that as the Islands' economy developed slowly a direct trade 

with the sources of these vital commodities would develop. For example, 

in 1900, Fiji alone exported copra valued at £151,701, (12) yet in the 

same year New Zealand imported copra valued at £5,561 from all the 

Pacific Islands.. 

(12) Pacific Islands Year Book, 1942. P.182. 
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CHAPTER IV SOME CAUSES FOR THE FAILURE. 

Vogel's dreams of a Polynesian Empire had failed. New Zealand's 

trade with the Pacific Islands in 1900 showed no signs of the spectac-

ular growth hoped for. It would be beyond the scope of this essay to 

make an adequate investig~tion into the causes for this state of affairs. 

Some of the factors that would appear to be relevant to such a dis

cussion will be briefly touched upon. 

The most obvious answer to the question why Vogel's trading com

pany failed is that the British Government requested the Governor of 

New Zealand to reserve any Bill dealing with the matter. In answer to 

New Zealand's agitation in favour of the annexation of Samoa in 1871 

Lord Kimberley declared, "The New Zealanders had better ~est contented 

with the task of dealing with the Maoris which is quite enough for them 

at present. We have quite isolated stations enough to defend in case 

of war, and by adding to them shall only add :Do the points open to an 

enemy's attack. They are only too numerous already, and will task our 

powers to the very utmost to maintain."(1 ) In answer to Vogel's alarm 

over a rumoured American treaty with the kingdom of Samoa Kimberley 

sta:ted,C 2) "I don't see how we are to interfere unless we are to lay 

down and enforce the doctrine that no European or American power is to 

interfere in any part of the South Pacific but ourselves." 

In Kimberley's eyes, "Mr. Vogel's appears to me a foolish as well 

as an impudent composition." "This is, briefly, a proposal that New 

Zealand should, in the interests of the Empire, rule the whole Pacific." 

"One would have supposed that the New Zealand Government would have 

thought it as well first to get possession of the whole of New Zealand 

-----·---
(1) 0.0. 209/223 Kimberley, Feb.8, 1872 
(2) 0.0. 209/226 (No.8805/72) loc.cit. 

(Minutes) 
____ .._.. ___ . --·-,--.--.-~---~·- -~,.,...._._-



before undertaking to govenn other territories. They will have 

enough to do for ye~rs to come without embarking on these quixotic 

schemes.u(3 ) "It is greatly to be regretted that Sir J. Ferguson 

29. 

lends himself so readily to the schemes of the most audacious adventur

er that perhaps has ever held power in a British colony."(4) To Vogel's 

suggestion that the proposed Company give facilities and aid to the 

missionaries, the Under-secretary, Sir R.G.W.Her.b~interpolated, 

"Religion, Monstrous cant." To the idea that the Company give induce-

ments to free labour but abstain from employing forced labour, Herbert 

replied, "Slavery mildly deprecated~" ''Political economy~" and 

"Navigation laws" express his opinion on the proposed monopoly to be 

granted the Company. (5) The Colonial Office correctly pointed out 

that it was principally by traders and settlers from the Australian 

Colonies that the commerce of the Islands had been developed and that 

it would not be unnatural for these people to protest against the 

sanction of H.M. Government being given to a proposal directing the 

South Pacific trade into one channel only. 

Perhaps the clearest statement regarding British policy in the 

Pacific is contained in Carnarvon's communication to Sir H. Robinson( 6) 

in answer to Australian agitation for the annexation by Britain of New 

Guinea, New Britain, New Ireland and the islands north and north-east 

of New Guinea. "As therefore provision has been made, in the mamner 

which I have explained, (Pacific Islanders Protection Act 1875) for the 

exercise of some authority o~er British subjects in the places under 

consideration, the principal if not the only ground on which H.M. Gov-

(3) 

~~~ 
(6) 

c.o. 209/230 No.13,652. Annexation of Polynesia. Ministerial 
Memorandum on Subject. 
c.o. 209/230 N.Z. No.942. Received c.o. Jan. 26, 1874. Minutes. 
c.o. 209/230. 94~74. Ferguson to Kimberley Nov.24, 1873, 

enclosing memo by Vogel. 
Carnarvon to Sir H. Robinson, Dec.8, 1875. A.to J. A-1A, 1876. 
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ernment could be pressed to come to so hasty a decisiQn ••••• would be 

the imminent probability of the annexation mf New Guinea by some Foreign: 

State. I should regret any such intention on the part of any Foreign 

Power, but I fail to perceive any present indication of it. The United 

States have continued to adhere to their traditional policy of not 

acquiring dependencies remote from the Continent of America; the 

Ge~an Government has, I am afraid, very lately intimated that it has 

no intention of acquiring colonies, and this intimation has special 

reference to New Guinea." No European power would, said Carnarvon, 

seek to annex any lands whose annexation to the British Empire had been 

recommended and considered by H.M. Government. "To assume any other 

line of action would be to assume a course of conduct very little 

consistent with the friendly professions which H. M. Government con

stantly receive from other Governments and States." 

"In the meantime, with a view to avert, so far as possible, the 

disasters, bloodshed and mortality which are likely to rise out of the 

speculations of Trading Companies, or quasi military expeditions, and 

also with a view to reserve to the Crown that power which cannot proper

ly be surrendered, and the abdication of which in former times, and in 

similar circumstances, has led to very great trouble, loss and expense, 

it is, I think convenient that the warning contained in the enclosed 

letter, addressed to the promoters of a projected Company in London, 

should be made public in the Colonies, where similar schemes are, as I 

understand, already being proposed." The warning was directed to the 

promoters of "The New Guinea Colonizing Association" 'with a draft of. 

proposed rules and regulations for the guidance of an expeditionary 

force.' The warning stated, "His Lordship (Carnarvon) regrets that he 

is obliged to consider it (the proposal) one to which he can in no way 
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give the approval which you seek."(7) 

The British Gover~nent had rightly realised that commercial 

endeavours could not be disassociated from their political consequences. 

They had no wish to accept more responsibilities in the Pacific area 

and were prepared to accept German and Mnerican assurances that the 

latter had no national aspirations in the Pacific. 

But even if the British Government had given its blessing to 

Vogel's endeavours, it would have been impossible to have successfully 

established a trading company in the Pacific. Gerrr~ trading inter-

ests had already been established at Apia since 1857. Rapidly a 

valuable trade in copra, cotton, coffee and cocoa was built up. In 

1868 there were thirty four English ships in Samoan waters and twenty 

four German. In 1871 there were twenty six English and thirty six 

German. (8 ) Though no definite trade statistics for the South Seas 

exist for these early years, "the following figures compiled f'rom 

English sources f'or the years 1.868 to 1870, and f'rom the reports of' 

German consuls f'rom 1.873 to 1878, will convey some idea of' its growth 

and extent. u(g) 

Total No. Ships Trading with 

Year. 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1873 
1874 
1875 

Samoa and Tonga Islands. 

65 

German Ships 

24 

YEAR 

1876 
t877 
1888 

56 
70 
57 
75 
97 

IIvlPORTS 
Total German 

£80,300 64,500 
79,371 62,371 
79,750 69,780 

EXPORTS 
Total 

128,300 
125 '1.70 
128,820 

German 

119,300 
110,340 
1 21 ,360 

22 
28 
21. 
36 
50 

SHIPS 
Total German 

149 89 
136 65 
120 72 

-------... ---~---··••'c ... ,._,._._.. __ __. ___ ,_ .,.·---·"-·-· ·• -·-• . .,. .-.,., ... ,_ ---·-·-·.--" _,..__,_ ' ... ,_.., .. _ -~ • '"' ..... -''> ··- ••• ---·- ·- • .-.. ··"' •• -· _,. --><.oc-

W.R. Malcolm to Sir Edward Schubert, Oct.30, 1875. 
A.to J. 1876, A-1A. 
Rise & Fall of Germa~y's Colonial Empire, Tovmsend, P.48. 
Ibid. P.49. 
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In 1875 Dr. Stuebel, the Administrator of the German Consulate 

General for the South Seas at Apia, reported that nearly one half of the 

trade of the Gilbert, Marshall, Carolines, Ellice and Toke·lau Islands 

passed through German hands. Half of Tonga's 8,000 tons of copra was 

exported by German merchants.( 10) Dr. Kra~l, the Consul General at 

Sydney, reporting to Bismarck on 20 August 1884 said, "The annexation 

of all the remaining islands of the Pacific having recently being 

advocated in Australia, Dr. Krauel has once again inquired into the 

commercial statistics of these islands. It results from this inquiry 

that the commercial achievements of the Australian colonies as exhibit-

ed in their own official returns do not entitle them to take the polit-

ical lead claimed by them. Only New South Wales and New Zealand have 

a substantial interest in the Pacific trade. About 707& of the articles 

exported from these colonies are of European manufacture. Most of the 

exports from the South Sea Islands to these colonies are ultimately 

shipped to Europe. These colonies cannot therefore claim a political 

supremacy on the ground that they already possess a commercial suprem-

acy. The official figures prove conclusively that all the talk about 

the preponderating corrnnercial interests of Australia in the South Seas 

rests upon ignorance, or an intentional misrepresentation of the facts." 

As far as New Zealand is concerned, it is hardly necessary to add that 

Krauel was absolutely right. 

KraQel supplies the following figures: 

Value of Imports1 ~8~m South Sea1 ~g~ands: 
New South Wales 287,065 380,352 
New Zealand 78,561 74,895 
Victoria 11,347 17,320 
Queensland 3,770 7,782 

_________ " __________ _ 

1883 
419,999 
81,260 
not published) 

yet. ) 

(10) Dr. Stuebel to Prince Bismarck, Dec.18, 1883. Encl.II 
A. to J. A-4D, 1885. 



New South Wales 
New Zealand 
Victoria 
South Australia 
Queensland 

Exports to South Sea Islands: 
1881 1882 1883 

390,467 
74,326 
33,002 
17,064 

7,648 

537,057 
71 ,318 
29,644 
36,744 
13,01,6 l 

609,067 
11"5),969 

not ptillli. shed 
yet, 
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Dr. Kra~el's figures give added weight to the Colonial Office's 

opinion that a New Zealand monopoly of the Pacific Islands' trade would 

arouse great resentment in Australia. Dr. Sta•bel estimated that the 

German Trading and Plantation Company of the South Seas imported 

£160,000 of merchandise in 1882. (11 ) The proportions of the Samoan 

trade in 1884 held by Germany, Britain and America further illustrate 

the importance of the German trade. (
12

) 

EX?ORTS HIPORTS 

£15,409 ,\:14 '7.55 £9,912 

£64,777 £5,000 £1,949 0 D D D D 

GERMAN u.s.A. GT.BRIT.& GERMAN U.S. A. GT.BRIT.& 
COLONIES. COLONIES. 

Sufficient has been said to give some indication of the import-

ance pf the German and Australian trade in the Pacific. The Seed and 

Sterndale reports contained enough evidence to demonstrate the import-

ance of the trade already established in the Islands. It was inevit-

able that the expansion of German trade would bring pressure to bear 

-------------~-·--- ---
(1
1

1
2
.) A. to J. 1875 A- 4D. 

( ) Reproduced from "Origins of Intern at; onaJ Rj yaJ ry in Samoa", 

Masterman P.180. 
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upon the German Government to implement some measures to safeguard 

this trade. The British annexation of Fiji in 1874 was followed by 

reciprocal commercial and trading agreements between Germany and Tonga 

in 1876 and between Samoa and Germany in 1879. New Zealand's agitation 

concerning the establishment of a trading company in the Pacific rather 

than helping in the establishment of such a venture may well have 

hindered it. The establishment of New Zealand trade caused serio~s 

concern to the German Consul at Apia. Messrs. McArthur & Co. of ( ' 
I 

Auckland, New Zealand, "now acts with vigour on the island of Tonga and 

seriously competes with the German Houses."( 13) "Australia's aggress-

ive imperialism was the subject of constant complaint on the part of 

the German consuls in Apia,"( 14) and was one of the factors contribut

ing to Germany's occupation of north-east New Guinea. (15) New Zealand's 

efforts to take part in the imperialist race probably had a similar 

effect. The putting forward of ambitious plans without the ways and 

means of implementing them probably led to the last state being worse 

than the first. 

The period in which Vogel advocated his trading Company scheme 

was also the period of most rapid depopulation throughout the Pacific. 

When the white race first arrived in Oceania populations appear to have 

totalled about 3,500,000. (16 ) Of these the Melanesians comprised per-

haps 2,200,000, the Polynesians 1,100,000, and the Micronesians 200,000. 

The Polynesians, whose lowest point in numbers was reached variously 

from 1890-1910, numbered then about 180,000. New Zealand' s trade 

would be largely amongst the islands of Polynesia and Fiji where the 

depopulation was most severe. The Micronesian populatiom is estimated 

!
1.3l Sta-ebel. 1.4 "Rise & Fall of the German Colonial Empire", Townsend, P.146. 
15 Ibid. 
16 "The South Seas in the Modern Worldu, Felix Keesing, P.43. 



to have fallen to 83,000 and that of Melanesia to approximately 

1,400,000. (17) 
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S.H. Roberts suggests( 18 ) that there is evidence to indicate the 

existence of declining population in the Pacific Islands before the 

coming of the white man, but there is n9 doubting the existence of 
/ 

tragic depopulation following contact with the white race. Small-pox, 

measles, dysentry, influenza and tuberculosis caused a soaring death-

rate. A measles epidemic in 1875 carried off 40,000 Fijians or 28% 

of the population. Canned foods, the wearing of wet and unwashed 

clothing, social habits which helped spread pulmonary diseases, the 

sale of liquor, firearms and the labour traffic all played their part 

in this depopulation. Not only did the death-rate increase but the 

birth-rate also declined. A breakdown in morale and will to live, the 

disorganisation of native society, and the decay of native customs that 

supplied satisfying outlets for energy, left the indigenous people 

devitalized. ( 19) "Added to this was the sense of hopelessness in the 

face of the new order. Persons so affected were particularly suscept-

ible to disease and would be uninterested in bringing children into a 

world that for them had gone to pieces."( 2o) 

The population figures given by Seed in his Report, though they 

may not have been very accurate, were sufficiently reliable to demon-

strate this population trend in no uncertain manner. In comparison 

Coleman Phillips' estimates are merely foolish. How Vogel genuinely 

believed that a trading company could be established under such con-

ditions is difficult to understand. It is little wonder that there are 

endless reports corrrrnenting on the "laziness" of the Polynesian islanders. 

!
17l "The South Seas in the Modern World", 
18 •'Population Problems of the Pacificn, 
19 "The South Seas in the Modern World", 
20 Ibid. 

-----
Keesing, Chap. III passim~ 
S.H. Roberts, Chap.II. 
Keesing, P. 57. 
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The communal living of the islanders was not fitted for the production 

of raw materials for the white man's competitive market. W.E. Gudgeon, 

the Brit ish Resident in the Cook Islands repo rtfiilg in 1. 900 ( 21 ) said, 

"Two-thirds of the area of the group is practically unproductive 

because the owners of the soil had not planted the coral formation with 

cocoanuts." He didn't expect any good results because the Cook Island-

era were too easy-going to take into consideration prospective priva-

tiona or benefits. Green coconuts were used to make copra and the 

copra itaelf was poorly dried. It was obvious that the whole of the 

economy of the majority of the Pacific Islands was based on the pro

duction of commodities which involved the use of a very large labour 

force. It should have been equally obvious that this large labour 

force was becoming less numerous and less effective. 

The final factor to be discussed regarding the very limited 

growth of New Zealand's trade with the Pacific Islands as revealed in 

1900, and the failure of Vogel's trading company scheme is perhaps the 

most important of all. Even if the British Government had been 

sympathetic; even if there had been no trade rivals in 1870; and even 

if there had been no depopulation, the quite insufficient New Zealand 

demand for Island's produce and her inability to supply the manufactur

ed articles required by the Islands, would have doomed New Zealand's 

hopes and visions to disappointment. 

New Zealand's population grew from 248,00( 22 ) in 1870 to 810,536 

in 1:900. The only really important commodity supplied by the Islands 

to New Zealand was raw sugar. And certain~y this trade, because of 

the smallness of the population, could never reach the dimensions of 

(
2
2
2
t) A. to J. A-3, 1900. P.23. 

( ) Statistics for New Zealand 1870. This figure excludes Maoris 
who probably numbered in the vicinity of 50,000. 
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that of the often quoted West Indian Islands. Perhaps the most 

significant reaction to Vogel's schemes of' Island Empire was that seen 

in New Zealand itself. Parliament was quite unenthusiastic about the 

whole venture and the whole matter was quietly allowed to drop. The 

average New Zealander of the 1870's was too busy developing the 

resources of his own country. There was land to be cleared and broken 

in. The development of railways opened up new opportunities. With 

the exception of sugar, island produce was for him a luxury, not a 

necessity. The New Zealand climate rendered the feeding of cattle 

upon the crushed copra quite unnecessary. t882 saw the first shipment 

of frozen mutton to Great Britain and now more than ever the efforts of 

New Zealanders were directed to the land and its flocks. In 1.899 

ninety five tons of Cook Island oranges were sold on the Auckland mar

ket for £96-10-4. (23) The total expenditure involved for the islands 

growers was £138-1:0-1. In 1900, 55,000 cases of oranges valued at a 

mere £5,454 were exported from the Cook Islands. Where fumigation of 

the fruit was necessary the sale of these lines resulted in a complete 

loss. ( 24) 

Not only was the New Zealand demand for the produce of the 

Islands limited, but there is evidence that the quality of New Zealand's 

exports to the Pacific Islands was not sufficiently high, nor were their 

prices competitive. John La Kelly, the delegate of the Auckland 

Chamber of Commerce, in his report on 11The South Sea Islands, the 

Possibilities of Trade with New Zealand", makes the following observa-

tions: Biscuits from San Francisco were cheaper, Californian Redwood 

timber was both better and cheaper, withstanding the climate and insect 

(23) W.E. Gudgeon. "Report on the Trade and Social Conditions of the 
Cook Islands for the year ending Dec.31, 1900". A.to J.1902 A-3 P.8 

(24) W.E. Gudgeon. Ibid. 
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pests better. New Zealand flour was damp and should be kiln dried. 

Return freights to New Zealand were difricult to obtain as it was more 

economical to ship copra direct to Europe. "San Francisco is here 

(Samoa) our great commercial rival outstripping us in flour, biscuits 

and timber."( 25) "Our flour, timber and b:hscuits are everywhere 

spoken against."( 26 ) "New Zealand's freight rates compare most unfav

ourably with those of San Francisco." ( 27) 

' These remarks may appear an unduly harsh criticism of New Zealands 

trade and produce in light of the fact that individual New Zealand 

firms had developed and carried on a presumably profitable trade with 

the islands during this period. But it does indicate the great 

difficulties which had to be faced by any trading company operating 

from New Zealand. There was room for small New Zealand companies to 

operate on a private competitive basis, but even these firms, as has 

already been pointed out, caused political repercussions. A state 

subsidized firm with a trade monopoly operating from New Zealand would 

have been quite impossible given the existing political conditions of 

the period 1!870 - 1!900. 

During this period Great Britain's commitments and interests were 

world wide. Given the increasing imperial interests of Germany,France 

and America caused by co1nmercial, social and strategic considerations, 

it became obvious ths~t-~Great Britain could not ignore the just claims 

of other nations. For this reason British politicians sought to secure 

their most valued possessions in the world and were quite prepared to 

allow other nations to achieve paramountcy in spheres of interest which, 

in their opinion, were of secondary importance to Britain. Thus 

"South Sea Islands, 
J.L. Kelly. P.31. 
Ibid. P.57. 
Ibid. P.58. 

Possibilities of Trade with Nevi Zealand", 
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Britain was prepared to sacrifice north-eastern New Guinea to German 

interests if by so doing she was able to secure a satisfactory solution 

to the Egyptian question. 

Because New Zealand was unable to annex Pacific Islands, and 

because Great Britain refused to do so, New Zealand's Pacific trade 

was never able to be given the stability and security obtainable 

through political control. The comparatively remunerative export 

trade to Guam of grain and flour valued at £11 ,000 in 1870 had vanished 

after the annexation of Guam by the United States in 1898. But mere 

annexation alone would not result in the immediate development of a 

valuable trade. It has been argued that the increa:sed value of New 

Zealand's trade with Fiji from under £11,000 in 1874 to over £50,000 

in 1875 illustrates the efficacy of annexation in promoting trade. 

But before such an argument could be accepted it would be necessary to 

show that the Australian colo~ies experienced a similar upsurge in the 

value of their trade with a colony which had been newly annexed by 

Britain and not by New Zealand. Again it would be necessary to show 

that such an increase was not due to temporarily more favourable clim

atic conditions or to'the normal operations of the laws of supply and 

demand. The graph in.Appendix F9a) clearly shows that annexation did 

not play an important part in the immediate development of New Zealand's 

trade with Fiji. 

Sufficient indications have already been noted to demonstrate the 

scope, nature and value of the trade already established in the islands 

in the 1870's. The Kelly Report clearly shows the relative positions 

of the nations trading in the Pacific Islands in 1884. ( 2S) It was 

- -·---· 
(28) Appendix F ~b) 



40. 

impossible for New Zealand to achieve Vogel's hoped for monopoly. 

The bankruptcy of the German firm of Goddefroy's, due to unwise 

expansion in Europe, did not enable New Zealand to increase her share 

of the Samoan trade. (29 ) And yet for all their achievements in the 

trade with the Pacific Islands there are doubts whether even the energy 

and efficiency of the German traders resulted in the end in financial 

success. Townsend states that Imperial appropriations for Colonies 

during the years 1884-1906 were as follows :-(30) 

New Guinea and Marshall Islands 
Carolines, Pelew and Mariannes 
Samoa 

7,070,000 marks 
2,641,000 marks 
1,374,000 marks 

The Germans had the advantage of a home market to consume the 

produce of the islands and home industries to supply their needs to off-

set the disadvantages of distance. If they could not economically 

develop the island trade, then New Zealand's chances of a large scale 

success were not promising. 

There is sufficient evidence to show that a prudent ~olitician 

would have recognized that New Zealand's trade with the Pacific Islands 

in 1870 did not warrant the development of a large scale trading com-

pany with its inevitable political repercussions. He would have 

recognized the value of the trade already established by other nations. 

He would have realized the importance of the factors which could already 

be recognized as undermining New Zealand's claims to become the great 

entrepot of the South Seas. The depopulation of the islands, the lack 

of consumer demand for islands produce, the inability of New Zealand to 

supply manufac~ured articles except as re-exports, the difficulty of 

establishing eguitable means of exchange, high freight rates and the 

--------·-------------------------------------------------------
(29) Appendix F (c) 
(30) Rise and Fall of German Colonial Em£ire, Townsend, P.240. 
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development of a direct trade benween the islands and Europe, were all 

existing factors observable to the politicians who wished to see them. 

We are left with one conclusion- that the New Zealand trading company 

scheme was to be the means to an end - the end being the realization 

of the dream of New Zealand as the new Britain of the South, the 

headquarters of a Polynesian Empire. 



APPENDIX A. (from New Zealand Statistics, 1870) 

~Zealand's I~orts from the Pacific Islands 18LQ 

~ 
Agricultural Implements (fram Hawaii) 
Arrowroot 
Boots and Shoes (from Hawaii) 
Candles 
Coffee (from Hawaii) 
Coffee 
Copra 77 tons 
Cotton 419,000 lbs. 
Cotton Seed 504 tons 
Green Fruits (Fiji) 

" " (Islands) 
Curiosities from New Caledonia 
Drapery (Hawaii) 
Fish, (salted or preserved) 
Miscellaneous Items 
Cocoanuts 
Cocoanut Oil 17,000 gals. 
Sperm Oil 
Pigs 
Machinery (Mill) (from Hawaii) 

" '' (from Islands) 
Oilmans stores 
Sugar 
Hawaiian Sugar (warehoused) 
Tea 
Tobacco 
Wire 
Beef 
Hawaiian Seeds 
Ships Chandlery 
Wool 19,000 lbs. 

Value in £ ~;;;;..;:;;;;.:_;.,.. __ _ 
170 

97 
29 
25 

120 
407 
860 

55' 190 
4,346 

74 
2,655 

52 
135 

40 
1,342 

168 
2,355 
1 '615 

60 
80 

100 
107 
120 

11,062 
180 
630 
186 

60 
20 
50 

780 

• 
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APPENDIX B. (1 ) 

New Zealand's _Trade wi th_J_~land_Grou;pflJ._1..871-::,5_!.. 

1871 1872 
IMPORTS EXPORTS IMPORTS EXPORTS 

from to from to 

Norfolk 
Guam 

245 2,405 12 25 

Hawaii 13 , 1 59 
New Caledonia 419 
South Seas 50,147 

Norfolk 2,696 
Hawaii 13,269 
New Caledonia 510 
Fiji 
Guam 
South Seas 46,136 

Hawaii 5,514 
Navigators 4,865 
Fiji 19,467 
Society 3,984 
New Caledonia 522 
Tonga 8,014 
Cook 7,900 
Penryhn 423 
Hervey 6,853 
Savage 414 
Flint 360 
Maldron 
Norfolk 414 
Guam 

1873 

1875 

3,360 3,211 
5,572 10,775 3,933 

140 10 1 ,046 
41,853 25,074 38,768 

2,636 
4,930 
4,217 

60,438 

2,688 
5,320 

32,169 
4,839 
8,909 

22,222 
9,271. 

146 
1,493 
1 '606 

6 
2,585 

16,030 

2,078 
5,244 

860 
4,875 

44,143 

1874 

2,530 
2,448 
6,305 
5,737 

212 
37,218 

(1) Statistics for New Zealand 1870. 

•• 
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APPENDIX C. 

New ~~al~n_<!__Ex~rts_" to tt~e j>_acif'~..£_]slands ~P-..J~h~ _ _x_e_~--1._~.1-R ( 1 ) 

Produced in the Colony 
Agricultural Implements 
Apparelx 
Firearms 
Bags and Sacks 
Beer 
Biscuits 
Boots and Shoes 
Bran and Sharps 

It II II 

Bricks 
Butter 
Candles 
Canvas 
Casks;; 
Cement 
Cheese 
Coal 
Cordage 

to Guam 

Cotton Manuf'actures 
Doors and Sashes 
Drapery 
Drugs 
Earthenware 
Fish (preserved) 
Flour 

11 to Guam 
Furniture 
Grain to Guam 
Oats " " 

tt to Islands 
Rice 

373 
591 

136 
822 

89 
242 

73 

30 
117 
287 

233 

619 
2,468 

125 
1 ,468 
2,134 

90 

Re-exported 
891 

1 '140 
70 

223 
2,474 

29 
659 

78 
107 

90 
55 

203 
360 

9,213 

9,000 
139 
123 
145 

122 

495 

,.,...... ·-·-><~•-.--~-.... --------·---· -· ~·--~~-'-"''.,......_ ___ _,......_......,._. ______ ,_:0_.-__ r~-

(1) Statistic-s for New Zealand 1870-1. 

• 
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Produced in Colony Re-exported 
Wheat to Guam 2,431 
Hardware and Ironmongery 2,012 
Hats and Caps 245 
Holloware 108 
Galvanized Iron 455 
Pig Iron 90 
Horses 651 
Sheep 541 
Machinery 300 909 
Matches 1:44 
Preserved fviea ts 192 70 
Miscellaneous 1,500 302 
Nails 160 
Oilman's stores 848 
Onions 150 
Paints 102 
Potatoes 403 

" to Guam 90 
Bacon and Hams 156 226 
Salt Beef' 321 656 
Salt Pork 158 149 
Saddlery & Harness 187 
Grass Seed to Guam 200 
Soap 326 185 
Specie 1,000 
Spirits - Brandy 1 ,501 

" to Hawaii 369 
It Geneva 2,330 
" Gin 110 
II Rum & Whisky to Havvaii 608 

Stationery 107 
Sugar 1,016 
Tea 415 
Timber 4,655 

Produced in New Zealand Re-exported 

Laths & Shingles 186 
Logs to Guam 1 '200 
Tobacco 1,859 
Cigars 594 
Wine 1 '726 
Woollens 880 

·--- _.,._. _____ 
£ 23,357 £ 44,979 

hockcopy
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.APPENDIX D. 

New Zealand's I~rts from Pacific Islands,, 1900. 

Lime juice 
Boats 
Coffee 
Copra 

Item 

Raw Cotton 
Arrowroot 
Fresh Fruits - Fiji 

" 
11 

- South Sea Islands 
Grain and Pulse - Fiji 
Hats and Caps 
Hides 
Guano :Maldron 

South Sea Islands 
Cocoanuts 
Unenumerated Oil 
Gold 
Spirits of Wine - Fiji 
Sugar (raw) - Fiji 
Molasses 
Beeswax 
Wool 
Spelter 
Vanilla Beans 

£ 

Value £ 

1,434 
155 
377 

5,561 
117 
104 

34,086 
33,462 

1 ,031 
288 
587 

12 '665 
10,278 

681 
80 

100 
203 

327' 601 
665 
145 

62 
88 

7,194 

436,964 

• 46 . 
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New Zealand' s Exports to Pacific Islands 1 19.22 ( 1 ) 

Cattle 
Horses 
Pigs 
Poultry 
Sheep 

Item 

Apparel and slops 

Produced in :N. z. 

Value in £. 

4,419 
341 
737 
334 

2,673 
379 

Arms, Ammunition, Explosives 
Bacon and Hams 2,267 

1,360 
205 
353 
39 

Cornsacks 
Beer 
Beverages 
Casks 
Cement 
Cheese 
China ware 
Coal 
Coffee 
Confectionery 
Cordage 
Cotton piece goods 
Doors 
Drapery 
Drugs, Chemicals, etc. 
Earthenware 
Fancy goods, toys, etc. 
Fish 
Flour 
Dried Fruits 
Furniture, etc. 
Barley 
Beans and Maize 
Oats 
Wheat 
Haberdashery 
Hardware 
Hay and Straw 
Hosiery 
Instruments (musical,etc.) 
Iron and Steel 
Jams and Jellies 
Leathers 
Lime 
Machinery 
Matches 
Meats (salted beef) 

" (pork, etc.) 

845 

12,469 

333 
1,547 

324 
193 

6 
188 
94 

1 ,958 
5,000 

2 
213 
247 
134 
464 
134 

22 
371 

374 
156 
109 
215 
100 

8,354 
330 

-----------
(1) Statistics for New Zealand, 1900. 

British,Foreign & Other 
Colonial Produce and 
Manufactures. 

1,078 
855 

1 '771 
405 

3 
894 
197 

170 
211 
360 

9 
128 

5,974 

1 '129 
647 

8 
586 

1 '266 

116 
82 

206 
974 

553 
413 

4,719 
57 

550 
180 

• 



New Zealand's Exports 1900 (contd.) 

Item 

Potted & Preserved Meats 
Unenumerated Meats 
Metal, manuractures of 
Milk (preserved) 
Nails 
Cocoanut Otl:.(to Fiji) 
Linseed 
Kerosene 
Photographic goods 
Potatoes 
Provisions N.O.E. 
Rice 
Saddlery & Harness 
Rugs 
Window Sashes 
Ships Chandlery 
Soap 
Specie - Gold 

Silver 
Copper 

Spirits 
Stationery 
Sugar (ref'ined) 
Tallow 
Tea 
Timber 
Tin sheet, etc. 
Tobacco, cigarettes, etc. 
Tools 
Umbrellas 
Vegetables 
Wine 
Woodenware 
Woollen piece goods 
Parcels post 

£ 

Produced in N. z. 
Value in £. 

20,922 
109 

1 '238 
179 

146 
477 

2,888 
70 

590 
857 
685 
262 

2,529 

308 
4,477 
1,159 

1"6,354 

3 

126 
3 

109 
50 

334 

119,330 

Total N.Z. Export trade to Islands £ 183,641. 
New Zealand Total Exports 1900. £ 13,246,161. 
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British,Foreign, etc. 

2 

656 
588 
500 

4,485 
155 

250 
913 

25 
31 

978 

9,050 
13' 193 

10 
1 ,053 

253 
405 

$ 803 

109 
2,151 

258 
1.34 

139 
41 

634 

£ 64,31.3 

• 



NEW ZEALAND'S IMPORT AND EXPORT TRADE WITH PACIFIC ISLANDS, 1900. 

IMPORTS from EXPORTS from COLO}IT BRITISH,F~REIGN,etc. TOTAL EXPORTS I1~0RTS 

NORFOLK 
FIJI 
MALDEN 
ELLICE 
NEW CALEDONIA . 
NEW HEBRIDES I 
TONGA ~
NIUE 
SAMOA I 
COOK i 

SOCIETY I 
HAWAII 
SURPRISE -
CHESTERFIELD 
MARSHALL 
CAROLINE 
NEW BRITAIN 
PHOENIX 
BAKER 
GILBERT 

611 
34,745 

72 

8,763 
67 

27,938 
373 

17' 252 
9,020 

17,608 
1,546 

8 
407 
592 
328 

NEW GUINEA _j _________ _ 
Total PACIFIC £ 83,902 

To tal NEW ZEALAND 

914 
8,844 

168 

515 
41 

19,336 
1,647 

15,81:1 
8,892 
8 '131 

8 

4 

£ 54,387 

1 ,525 
43,589 

240 

9,287 
108 

47,274 
2,020 

33,063 
17' 912 
25,739 
1,546 

8 
415 
592 
332 

140 
364,510 

1 2, 665 
75 

101 
8,895 

215 
1 '123 

29,477 
10' 778 

153 
1,558 
3,487 

3,906 
1,332 

£ 138,289 £ 438,415 

13,246,161 10,646,096 

~ 
t_:r:j 

8 
H 
>< 
t_:r:j . 

+ 
\.0 
• 

'1 
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APPENDIX F. 

~oo,ooo 

l5D1000 

S'01 000 

Va_~ue of' New Zea_1_~d'JLAnrr~a:L__E:'a~~) 'Yi!.l.l.,_~:jjJ.. (The sharp rise af'ter 
1874 is not maintained and value does not increase markedly until 
sugar exports grew in the late 1880's.) 

(b) 

Trade with TongS:, Sam~ So~iet;v.: Cook Total 

New Zealand 30,000 22,000 1,020 36,554 89,474 
Australia 40,000 20,000 12,118 72' 118 
America 15,000 3,872 140,559 159,431 
England 26,000 20,982 42,500 89,482 
Germany 84,000 60,865 48,110 192,995 
France 29,775 29,775 
Elsewhere 5,000 49,764 56,974. 

Figures f'rom Statistics f'or New Zealand. 
Reproduced f'rom South -~ea I§.;r.Jl_£ds , _ _R~ssi bili ~~e s o._t__Tr_:~<l~-!:C~_th 
New ~.~?.--~an9:, John L. Kelly. 
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The German ~irm o~ Godde~roy' s went bankrupt in December, 1879. 
The high peak o~ imports in that year could not be attributed to this 
~actor. The next three years' trading would not appear to encourage 
the view that the ~ailure o~ Godde~roy's helped the trade o~ New 
Zealand. 

The establishment o~ a British protectorate over the Cook 
Islands in 1888 would not appear to be the most important ~actor 
in the slow but irregular growth o~ New Zealand's trade with this 
island group. 
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