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INTRODUCTION

From his study of the prohibition movement ~~.GI'igg concludes that the

prohibition movement grew out of the middle class ideology that

thrift, sobriety and industry were a means to self improvement and

re sp ec t ab i I i ty(1). In Ne~\1 Zealand this. ideology was also connected

with the wish to prevent lold world l social evils recurring in the new

land. The lold world l evils of disease, poverty and crime were

considered by prohibitionists to be the result of the excessive

consumption of alcohol(2). Preventing people consuming alcohol was

thought to prevent the evils associated with It. The long depression

of the 1880 / 5 and early 1890 / s had brought poverty into the view of

respectable New Zealanders and they began to espouse a programme of

reform which focused on prohibition(3). This reform programme did not

entail any radical changes to the basically capitalist structure of

society. 8y preventing the working classes wasting their wealth on

alcohol through prohibition the evils which afficted the working

classes would be done away with without changing the structure of

societ:t ( 4 ) . IAhile this may have clashed wi th the poI i t i ca l aspirations

of the fledgl ing labour movement many working class people did support

the prohibition movement. These people were often skilled worKers who

were aspiring to middle class respectabil ity. The movement also

expressed the middle class wish to suppress divisions in society based

on socio-economic class(5).

Grigg sees the movement as being the result of a particular group

in society trying to impose its values on the rest of society at a

time when New Zealand was changing Fr-om a se t t l erv'fr-on t i er- society to

a rnor e complex civil ised sDciety(6)' While Grigg argues there was a
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dec l i ne in the movement after about 1914 it remained important. as the

vote for prohibition continued to remain at just below half of the

total vote through the 19205. Changes in legislation were probably

important in preventing there ever being nationwide prohibition.

However the local option legislation in operation from 1894-1918 meant

that some areas did go 'dry'. While total prohibtion of alcohol might

selm to be a cranKs dream to us today, the existence of these areas

would have provided encouragement to prohibitionists at that time to

continue trying to obtain national prohibition.

In the early part of this century the prohibitionists had some

success in reducing the numbers of 1icenses. The ratio between head of

population to licensed house increased from 437:1 to 948:1 in the

period 1894 to 1915. However the amount of money spent on alcohol and

the consumption of alcohol increased in this period as it has

continued to do so ever sinceC?). Grigg attributes the inabil ity of

the prohibitionists to slow the growth of the 1 iquor trade or to

reduce the consumption of alcohol to their concentration on trying to

get restrictive legislation introduced and on campaigning at the times

of 1 iquor polls. For the most part prohibitionists did not become

i nvol ved in the practical reh ab i l i t a t i cn of alcoholics. Gr-igg sees

this lacK of involvment as an expression of the middle-class ideals of

s e l F-h e l p and self-contrc'](8). l,~hile Gr-igg believes that this

prevented them from getting stronger support I feel that practical

involvment with those who had been harmed by alcohol would have had

1 imited success in getting support. The aVeJ'age drinker, then as now,

did not consider himself to be in need of help and was not considered

by most of society to be in need of help. In fact one body, the

Women's Christian Temperance Union did set up alternatives to the pub
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as a place of entertainment and refreshment in the form of temperance

hotels, seamen's rests and refreshment booths at publ ic functions such

as agricultural shows. In Dunedin members were actively involved in

raising money for the seamen's rests. Other groups such as the New

Zealand All iance (set up in 1886, the N.Z.A. was a combined council of

temperance groups and churches, it is now called the NZ Temperance

All iance) and the Presbyterians publ ished great quantities of

1 iterature on the problems alcohol caused(Ba). Pressure on the

government also resulted in getting temperance education introduced

into schools in the 1920's. These practical measures would have gained

support without incurring resentment from those who were not

prohibitionists,

The prohibitionist movement conflicted with the aims and ideology

of the labour movement. Both were movements to reform society but the

changes in New Zealand society though the early twentieth century

meant that by the end of the twenties the ideology which the labour

movement presented seemed more appl ieable to the problems of society.

The simpl istic ideology of the prohibition movement no longer seemed

to hold water when appl ied to the problems of society in the twenties

and thirties(9). The prohibitionists real ised this confl iet existed

and made some I imited attempts to get the labour movement on their

side. In 1919 the Presbyterian Church invited a Canadian Labour

politician to sp eak to the General Synod':9a).

New Zealand's first comprehensive 1 icensing legislation was the

1881 Licensing Act. This Act set up local I icensing committees which

were elected by ratepayers. The committees had the power to refuse or

grant 1 icenses(10). This system was subject to abuse if the

pr osp ec t ive licensee had if' i ends on the comm i t t ee (11). The 1893

page 3



Alcohol i c Liquor Si),le~s Control Act made each electoral district into a

1icensing district with a committee consisting of a Resident

Magistrate and eight elected members. Elections were to be held every

three year-s and an amandme n t t o the Ac tin 1895 made the 1 iquor- poll E.

coincide with the Gener-a1 E1ections(12). The Act also pr-Dvided for a

poll every three year-s giving voters three options; that the number- of

existing 1 icenses remain the same, that they be reduced or that all

1 icenses be cancelled. A 60/. majority was required to carry

prohibition. Under this legislation 12 out of the 76 European

e1ector-ates went dry before 1910. These electorates were areas which

were neither on the fr-ontier nor in the inner city but were settled

farming districts and suburbs of the cities. J.Phill ips attributes

them going dry to them being places where the proportion of women was

highest and the concern for the family unit was strongest(13). In 1910

legislation dropped the issue of reduction from the local poll and a

second national poll was introduced with the two options of

continuance or prohibition so that there was a possibi1 ih-' of

prohibition at a local or a national level. The 60~,~ meJ or l t v for

prohibition was retained. The drinKing age was raised to twenty-one

and closing hour was made 10 p.m. instead of 11 p.rn.(14). At the first

vote under this legislation in 1911 prohibition attracted more than

55/. of the vote(15).

The pressures of the first World War appealed to the middle class

values of patiotism, self-sacrifice and economy and this affected war

time legislation. A 1916 War RegUlation prohibited the pr-act ice of

shouting on the grounds that it would reduce 1 iquor consumption. This

regulation was impossible to enforce and Phi11 ips interprets it 8S an

expr ess i on of host i l it y to the institutions of the male commun it x
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which were regarded by puritans as morally dangerous and leading to

hool iganism and disorder(16). Another associated concern at this time

was the danger of sexual promiscuity to young men. The regulation

prevented women from purchasing alcohol in the bel ief that immoral

women used the promise of 1 iquor to entice men into their homes.

Pressure began to mount to have the hours of opening reduced so that

pubs would close much ear l iHO?).

As a result of this pressure the National Efficiency Board was

asKed to report on the advisabl ity of the restriction, continuance or

abol ition, during war conditions, of the vending of wine, beer and

spirits. The Board reported in 191? on evidence collected from sixty

various witnesses who represented the interests of the "Trade" I barley

and hop growers, the New Zealnd All iance, other temperance

organisations, churches and other interested parties. Judicial,

magisterial, medical and mil itary evidence was also taKen(18). The

Board found there were three points to be considered in its

investigation; firstly the moral effects upon the 1 ife and progress of

the nation by the manufacture, sale and consumption of alcohol;

secondl v the effects of the pub l i c revenue derived from the op er a t i ons

Cif t he 1 i quor- t r ade and thirdly v.Jhether· or' no t the 1 i quor- tr-ade

encroached on, hindered or retarded the efficiency of the nation. The

last point also involvt1d the consideration of whether or not alcohol

reduced the physical and mental standards of individuals and so caused

the nation economic 1055(19).

As to the first point the Board bel ieved it should not allow the

moral aspects of the question to affect its judgment. With regard to

the second point the Board thought that if the sale of alcohol was

stopped then people would be better able to pay taxes and the amount
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of expenditure on the Pol ice and Prisons Departments, the Hospital and

Charitable Aid Boards, the mental hospitals, the inebriates homes and

other publ ic institutions would be reduced. The Board thought that the

increased national thrift would more than compensate the revenue lost

if the sale of alcohol was abol ished. Money spent on alcohol would be

spent or invested in other ways which would continue to contribute

publ ie revenue. On the third point the Board concluded that the

greatest national efficiency and well-being of the people would be

obtained if alcohol was entirely prohibited. This view was supported

by the results of conditional prohibition in New Zealand in "dry"

areas. While the Board was satisfied that the greatest efficiency

would result from the prohibition of alcohol it recognised that the

question had to be solved by the people and recommended that

legislation should be passed allowing for a national poll on

prohibition at the soonest possible date. If prohibition was carried

it was to be introduced immediately with a sum of compensation to be

paid to the 1iquor industry. The Board bel ieved it would be unjust to

terminate all 1 icenses without some form of compensation to the

"Trade" and felt that much of the money would be reinvested in New

Zealand's industries. No compensation was to be given to individual

employees as it was believed they would be absorbed into other

industries.

The Board also recommended that in the interests of national

efficiency immediate legislation be passed to enforce six o'clock

closing on four days in the week and nine o'clock closing on the

fifth. Pubs could open between 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. on the weeKly half

hol iday. No alcohol could be sold on Sundays or statutory hol idays.

All alcohol was to be consumed on the premises where it was bought
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except for wholesale orders and heavy penalties were recmrnnended

against those who took 1 iquor into business premises and work places.

The stength of spirits was also to be reduced. Finally in conclusion

the Board recommended that these measures and total prohibition (if it

was approved by the people) if appl ied permanently and not Just for

the duration of the war would result in increased efficiency of the

State and the individual(20). Six o'clocK closing was immediately

introduced as a war measure and in 1918 was made permanent(21).

In 1918 new legislation introduced a reformed triennial referendum

on the 1 iquor que s t i on (to be held at the same time as General

Elections). This referendum was to offer the choices of national

continuance, state purchase and control and national prohibition. A

fifty percent majority was required for prohibition to be introduced.

Because of the near success at the 1911 poll and the encouragement

which was gained from the Report of the National Efficiency Board a

strong nationwide campaign was mounted in 1919 t.o obt.ain prohibit.ion

at two polls. The first was the referendum recommended by the Nat.ional

Efficiency Board which offered the two options of national continuance

or prohibition with compensation. Its adoption '/Jas prompted by a

petition of 242,000 signatures in late 1918(22). The second poll was

the first three option poll held under the 1918 Licensing Act. It was

held concurrently with the General Election on 17 December. The next

poll in the per iod stud i ed was on 7 December 1922.

Despite their confidence inspired by the 55% majority in 1911 the

prohibitionists Knew that the option of state control in the December

poll was. 1 ikely to sp l it the proh l b i t i on vote and so made a great

effort to secure prohibition a t the Apl'il poll. Hm'H?Ver' their efforts

were hampered somewhat by the need to pay compensation to the 1iquor
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i ndus tr-v if prohibition INon the poll. t1any staunch pr-oh ib i t i cn i s t s

could not countenance paying money to an industry which they regarded

as i nher ent l v ev i 1. The amount to be paid to the 1 iquor industry was

estimated to be about four and a half mill ion pounds but there was

provision for up to ten mill ion pounds to be paid(23). Prohibitionist

leadership and organisations argued that while compensation was

abhorrent if it meant securing prohibition it was acceptable.

The editor of the Outlook (the Presbyterian Churches' official

magazine) argued for the payment of compensation in a reply to "Civis"

of the Otago Daily Times. "Civis" was generally anti-prohibitionist

and said that it would be fool ish to pay four and a half mill ion

pounds for something which could be had for free at the next General

Election. In his reply the editor reprinted a letter from the National

Efficiency League which criticised the idea of waiting until the

General Election on the grounds that it was l es s 1 ikely that

prohibtion would win in the three option poll and that the money paid

out in compensation would soon be recouped in the savings which

prohibition would result in(24). Later in the year the editor was

arguing against the state purchase and control option. This option

also i nvol ved paying a l ar qe sum of money to the 1 iquor i ndus tr v and

the editor argued that this would be a waste of money as the existing

legislation already gave state control over the "Trade", He thought

that the control of the 1 iquor industry had been shown not to work in

r educ i nq the damage caused to society by ..s l cohol and that systems of

state control in operation overseas did not reduce the consumption of

alcohol. VI)ting pr ch i b i t l on would get rid of the problems caused by

alcohol for' free(25). The 1918 Act made no pr-ov l s lon for- compensation

to be paid if prohibition got the majority.
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The National Efficiency League was set up by a body of businessmen

who were impressed by the Report Of the National Efficiency Board.

They wished to secure prohibition to create an efficient post-war

economy. They left the scene after 1919 but the prohibitionists

thought they had done good ~llorK in destroying the economic arguments

of the 1iquor industry and had lent an air of normalcy to the

prohibition movement which had previously been considered to be

composed of cranKs and faddists(26).

In the two polls of 1919 the prohibitionists only just missed

winning. In the April poll prohibition gained a majority in New

Zealand but the expeditionary force voted overwhelmingly for

continuance, The results in New Zealand were 232,208 for continuance

and 246,104 for prohibition. The soldiers overseas and in transit

voted 31,981 for continuance and 7,723 for prohibition(27). This made

a total of 264,189(50.99%) for continuance and 253,827(48.99%) for

pr-ohibition. In the December poll the vote was 241 ,251(44.37~1,) for'

continuance, 32,261(5.93%) for state purchase and control and

270,250(49.70%) for prohibition. In 1922 the results were

282,669(45.66%) for continuance, 35,727(5.77%) for state purchase and

control and 300,791(48.58%) for prohibition(28),

In Dunedin there was a strong prohibitionist vote but the area

never went dry in the pre-war period. As in the rest of the country

the prohibition movement arose in response to the existence of 'old

world evils' in Dunedin in the 1880~,(29). Polls in 1893, 1902 and 1908

reduced the number of hotels in Dunedin by half. C.B.Kerr also credits

the pr-oh i b i t i on moverne n t in Dunedin with cutting the number' of

conv iet ions for drunKenness by more than half in the pe r i od 1895-1900

as c ornp are d __ ~ ..t. L 1880-1885. H(Ii,o,)€' vef' subsequent to .1, 1. : _ on1;,' J, L_ number-wit n ...JI I =- ~ Ill:'
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of female convictions. for dr-unke nness dec l i ned , probably in r-e sp onsa

to new expectations of female behaviour growing in the early twentieth

century(30). Dunedin continued to have a strong prohibition vote in

the early 19205.

In the April poll in 1919 all the e l ec t ora l dl s tr i c t s in Dunedin

gave prohibition a majority. Out of 83 poll ing booths in the districts

of Dunedin North, Dunedin West, Dunedin Central, Dunedin South and

Cha1mers only 12 carried a majority for continuance. In most of these

booths the majority was small, the exceptions being Deborah Bay and

A11anton, both in rural areas where the pub may have been the centre

of the community. Other booths which showed a majority for continuance

were in the central city or the rural outskirts of the city. Overall

there was a majority of 58.93% for prohibition and a minority of

41.07% for continuance(31). In the poll held on 17 December the

majority for prohibition had been reduced by a few percent to 54.49%,

this reflects the small vote of 3.28~~ for the nel/J option of state

purchase and control. The continuance vote had increased sl ightly to

42.22%( 32). By the time of the poll in Deceml"bel' 1922 vo t i ng for the

state purchase and control option had increased to 5.71% of the vote

at the expense of the prohibition vote which dropped to 52.42%. the

continuance vote was 41.87%(33).

In April 1919 the otago Daily Times reported that the

prohibitionists had been well organised and transported voters to the

polling booths in car s . People took a Keen interest in the results and

Cl large cr-owd assemb l ed outside the offices. of the O.D.T. that night

to see the results. They were amused by a lantern sl ide show and

speeches by two recently returned soldiers who were in favour of

continuance. Results were also announced in the picture theatres as
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they came to hand(34),

Although it was clear that the majority wanted some change to

1 icensing law in the period 1919-1923 no changes were made as none of

the three options had an outright majority, The state purchase and

control vote was added to the continuance vote to give a majority to

nort-pr-oh t b i t lon . In the s arl ler- thre e op t i on local pol l s peopl e had

been able to vote for both prohibition and reduction which meant that

even if a district did not go "dry" there could be a reduction in the

number of 1 icenses granted if there were strong sentiments about the

consumption of alcohol in the are s .

Dunedin was the home town of several prominent prohibitionists in

the early twenties. Mrs.Don, the Dominion President of the Women's

Christian Temperance Union resided here. Mrs.Hiett, the president of

the Dun ed i n District br-anch later' became the Dominion Pre s i dent from

1935-45. Mrs.Peryman was the editor of the W.C.T.U. magazine, the

White Ribbon, which had been the first magazine to be owned, edited

and publ ished by women in New Zealand. Mrs.Peryman 1 ived in Port

Chalmers until she moved to Carterton in 1920. She edited the White

Ribbon from 1913 until 1945(35), Herbert Stanley Adams was a Dunedin

barrister and sol iciter who was prominent in the New Zealand All iance,

the Otago United Temperance Reform Council (a somewhat elusive

organisation) and was business manager for the OutlooK(36). Charles

Todd was a prominent Cathol ie businessman in Dunedin who was vocal

against the anti-prohibitionist stance of the Tablet(37),

This study has concentated on the activities of three groups in

Dunedin; the Presbyterians, whose Church had an official pol icy of the

support of prohibition; the Cathol ics whose Church claimed that loyal

Cathol ics could not vote for prohibition and remain loyal; and women
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as represented by the Women's Christian Temperance Union. At the time

women were thought to have a special place in the prohibition movement

and were often considered to be the cause of high votes for

pr oh ibit ion. At the time of the Apr i1 1919 poll a repor tel' for the

O.D.T. commented that women, especially young women were in evidence

voting at the polling booths(38). HOllJever' in recent times the

importance of women in the movement has been questioned by A.Grigg who

has concluded from his study of voting that there is no reason to

bel ieve that women were any more involved in the movement than men

were. There was no sharp increase in voting for prohibition after

women gained the vote in 1893 as would be expected if women were

voting for prohibition en masse(39).

The involvement of the two Churches, the Presbyterians and the

Cathol ics, in relation to the prohibition movement relfects their

position in society. The Presbyterians tended to be part of the

respectable middle class or upwardly mobile group from which

prohibition ideology had evolved. The Cathol ics tended to form their

own community and to reject the basically Protestant programme of

reform which the prohibitionists preached.
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THE PRESBYTERIANS

The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand played an important role in the

prohibition movement. It had an official pol icy of prohibition and the

of f i c i a l Pr esbvt er i an newspaper , the Outlook, which I,vas published in

Dunedin weekly, expressed this forcefully. While in the whole of New

Zealand at this time Presbyterians formed about 25% of the total

population they formed 41.5% of the population of Dunedin(l).

At the 1919 General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in New

Zealand the Tempe!'ance Committee made five resolutions; fir'stly that

the Assembly decla!'e its continued adherence to urging all ministers,

office bearers and church membe!'s to vote prohibition. Secondly that

the Assembly decla!'e its conviction that State Purchase and Control

were wrong. Thirdly that the Committee issue a pastoral letter to be

read in all churches the two Sundays before the next Poll (December

1919) urging all members to vote and work for National Prohibition.

Fourthly to thanK the OutlooK for its articles on P!'ohibition and

fifthly to declare that the second Sunday in November be Temperance

Sunday (Temperance Sunday was usually a day when temperance sermons

I,<!tn-e pr-eacb ed in the individual chur-ch€'~-)(2).

This official attitude was reflected in pages of the Outlook and

scarcely an issue went by without some mention of the Prohibition

movement in NellJ Zealand or North America. Th s Outlook undoubtedly

played an important role in famil iarising its readers with the

prohibition cause and always urged them to vote for prohibition.

However the Church and the OutlooK could not, of course, dictate the

thinking and voting of ordinary Presbyterians.

The editor of the Outlook at this time was Alfred Henry Bishop
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Gr·enling. He had edited the Du t l ook s i nce 1901 and was also a

journal ist for the Otago Daily Times. Grenl ing had previously edited

various Salvation Army publ ications (including the War Cry) before

this in Sydney and Christchurch(2a).

The activity o·f the church in r-e l a t i on to proh Ib i t lon varied f r orn

year to year according to whether there was a poll in that Year. Thus

1919 and 1922 were years of activity. In 1919 there were two polls,

one on 10 April which offered the chance to maKe the whole country dry

at the expense of paying a large sum of money as compensation to the

1 iquor trade and the second in December at the same time as the

General Election. The second poll offered three choices to the voters;

National Prohibition (l,\)ithout compensation), State Purchase and

Control of the 1 iquor trade and National Continuance.

Prohibitionists no doubt real ised that it would be easier to win

the April poll as the three issues offered at the second poll

threatened to sp1 it the temperance vote between the options of

Pr-oh i b i t i on and State Pureh ase and Con t ro l . Earl v in the year- the

editor of the OutlooK started fundraising with what it termed a

'P.W.P.' - Peace With Prohibition campaign to raise money for the

'S.O.S.' fund. The 'S.O.S.' fund had been launched in 1918 and the

initials stood for various slogans; Seven OutlooK Supplements on

alcohol for free distribution, Stamp Out Strong DrinK and Save Our

Soldiers(3). They had already raised six hundred pounds but five

hundred had been spent in the previous year(4). The 'P.W.P.' campaign

finally raised seven hundred and twenty six pounds, only one hundred

and fifty seven pounds more than it had had in January(5). The money

was used to print and distribute pamphlets about Prohibition.

Articles often had themes of patriotism, peace and concern for
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returned soldiers, and WDmens upl ifting role in society entwined in

their arguments for prohibition. The example of the United States and

Canada was frequently alluded to. A mammoth editorial from early 1919

cornb ined a 11 these t herne s , "The menace of German IT! i 1 i tar i S.fT( has been

defeated" it began, "but the enemy of strong drinK remains in our

midst still unconquered." All over the Anglo-Saxon world battle was

being engaged:

"In the fight for the Prohibition of the Liquor Traffic the people of

Ne~1) Zealand are in step wl th a similar movement in Amer'ica and in a l l

parts of the Bri t i sh Empir-e. The United States. of AmHica and the

Dominion of Canada have agreed and decided to banish the Liquor

Traf f i c , .... The Commonvre al th of Austral i a t s orqan i s l nq in the same

direction; thus the people of New Zealand, during the str-uggle of the

next two months, will be ner-ved by the thought that they have the

prayers and the sympathies of thousands of the finest and noblest

sp iri t s in Anglo-"Saxondom, and that the eyes of the c i v l l i s.e d wor·ld

will be focused on the fight with the enemy of str-ong drinK in which

they have engaged •••• "

The ed i tor' then quoted the repcr- t of the Temperanc e Comm it tee of

the Presbyterian Church which argued against the option of state

owner-sh i p on the gr-ound:. that exper-irne nt s along the se 1 i nes in Russia

and Canada had failed, that it was wrong for the state to administer

something so detrimental to the community. He cited Br-itish

publ i cat ions wh ieh urged l,.<Jomen to use the i r nel,.<Jl:1 ac qu i r-eel votes to

save the returning soldiers fr-om drink. The cl imax of the article was

the text of a sermon by Dr. Ru ther f or-d IAfaddel". IAfaddell s sermon wt.,s

inspiring stuff and painted a ver-y r-osy picture of the world without

alcohol; pover tv , crime and soc i al dl s tr eas I,.<JQuld disappear. Hospitals

page 17



would almost be el iminated. Art would be available to everybody. The

money wasted on alcohol would be invested in educational institutions.

People would have more leisure as workers would be more efficient and

would invent labour saVing devices. In fact the Kingdom of God would

be on earth(6). Waddell ~~dentified the whole e tological basis of

Christianity; the hope of reaching the Kingdom of God, with the

Prohibition movement.

The Prohibitionists in Dunedin as throughout New Zealand were very

concerned about how returning soldiers were going to vote in the April

poll. ~~ithin NelAl Zealand it ~'Jas highly l i ke l y that Proh i b i t i on had a

majority but the soldiers' vote was uncertain. An editorial from

Febuary 1919 expressed the hope that the Bible Class men among the

soldiers would have exerted their influence and suggested that

soldiers' committees be es t ab l lshe d in ever:- e l ec t ora t e for the

purpose of organising the soldiers' vote. The editor also bel ilved

that prohibition of alcohol would benefit returning soldiers as the

more efficient economv th a t uou l d r esu lt would prevent a pos t-war

depression occurring(7). However a letter to the editor in the next

issue from a soldiers' chaplain expressed his view that it was

unl ikely soldiers would vote for prohibition, as they felt they

deserved a good time after the war; and the soldiers who were in

favour of prohibition were often quiet people who were therefore

unl iKely to spread their opinions effectively(8). A short story was

also devoted to the problem alcohol posed to returning soldiers. The

story described a young man who returned from the war with an injury.

To the horror of his family he began to drinK so the parents decided

to move the farni ly t o a no-r l i cense district (North Dh.go). The son

made friends with the young local minister. Gradual'y he came to
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r'eal i se that he needed a stl'€'ngth not his. own t o overcome his. a l coho l

problem and he and his family ended up agreeing that it would be a

good idea if there was total prohibition before all the soldiers

returned to New Zealand(9),

]n the April poll Prohibition won in New Zealand, but overseas the

soldiers voted overwhelmingly for Continuance and by April 15 the

editor of the OutlooK admitted defeat even though ther-e l,\jer'e s t l l l

about 40,000 vot es to be counted from overseas, His comments l,\jel'e

headed liThe Easter' Hope! ]t/~. Darkes t be-For-e the Dawn" cornp ari nq the

dissapointing result with Easter Friday and implying that the next

result must be better(10). ]n a later issue the editor blamed this

result on information which was publ ished in a magazine distributed

free to the soldiers called the New Zealander. He did not elaborate on

what this information was(11). The final results showed a majority for

Prohibition in New Zealand of 13,896 but when the votes of the

expeditionary forces were added there was a majority for Continuance

of 10,362(12), A regular columnist in the Outlook thought that once

the boys were back in New Zealand they would understand the situation

more clearlY and vote prohibition in the next election(13).

By June when more soldiers had returned the editor had changed his

tone. Undoubtedl v the so l d iers who were r'e tur-n ing from Eur-ope had been

changed by their experiences and were a far cry from the men who had

originally left. ]t must have been very difficult for the older

genll~ation Il\Iho had remained at home to relate to the r e tur-ne d

soldiers. The editor described them as restless and wanting a good

time and many indulging in 1 iquor. They also showed a marked

disincl ination to attend church. While the editor was obviouslY trying

to understand these men, he thought that it was important to make the
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country dry at the November election to prevent the next generation

becoming intemperate. He also urged the Church to try to make

favourable impression on these men, although how they could do this at

the sarne time as -fighting for' prohibition is unc1ear(14) •.J.Phillips

bel ieves that being sent to the war placed young New Zealand men into

an all male "frontier" context which reinforced the traditional male

role model of the strong, drinking, gambl i nq , pr orn l scuous NelAl Zealand

man which had evolved out of the pioneering days(14a). When these men

returned to New Zealand they inevitably clashed with the second

important male role model which had evolved out of Protestant middle

class urban society, the sober, respectable right minded citizen who

placed a high value on spiritual ity as the "keen man" valued the

"mateship" he had found at the war.

Alcohol was perceived to be threatening the health as well as the

moral wellbeing of returned soldiers, especially those already ill. In

May the editor reprinted two letters originally printed in the Otago

Daily Times from Dr. Lyth, the medical superintendent at the Pleasant

Valley Sanatorium, directed to the Hospital Board. ApparentlY the

patients I"lere being supp l ied IAlith alcohol secretly and this had led to

a group of patients being found drunk under a hedge at night. Dr. Lyth

estimated that about 10% of the 300 adult male patients habitually

became excessively drunk. He asked that the Hospital Board publ icise

that alcohol was considered to be one of the causes of tuberculosis

and a hindrance to recovery from the disease. He also requested that

the Patrotic Association get approval from the medical superintendant

be f ore they supp l i ed "c ornf or t s " t o the patients(lc,).

The United States and Canada were used as models on which to base

reform in New Zealand; progress of the prohibition movement in these

page 20



cDuntries was frequently reported on. Opinions from North America were

considered to be modern and advanced. "eivis" from the Otago Daily

Times was behind the times because he was anti-prohibitionistel?). An

art i cl e entitled "American Lde al l srn FOI' the l,oJorld" expressed the IJie!.,,)

that Amer'ica led the worLd ; Amer-icans Il-ler-e bel ieved to have a sp ec t a l

r esp ons Ib i 1 i ty to maKe the ideal ism of democracy a pr ac t ic a 1 i ty In the

1 if€' of the wor l d , The article pra i se d Amer'ican Ide~11 ism and i t s part

in prohibition and other ideas and movements such as Liberty Bonds,

the Y.t1.C.A. and the Red Cross . It r-ested on the Amer-ican peopl e to

demonstrate that "righteousness and nothing but righteousness exalteth

a nation". The article was refer-enced as being from "Wor-ld Facts and

America's Responsibilty". The patriotic tone about the U.S.A. suggests

it originated there(l8). A re pri nt of a letter- to the ODT also

expresses praise for- the U.S.A. The writer claimed the the United

States were pushing ahead of Britain in trade as Britain was still

cr ipp l ed by its 1 iquor indu s tr v , Cap i tal and Labour ,iD i ned hands on

the dr- iok que s t ion in Amer' ica , but in contrast ther'e were no pub l ic

polls on alcohol in Britain and the owner-s of the "Trade" ~'Jere

favoured by the British Government(19). The wr-iter- does not mention

the possibilty that Capital and Labour had also joined hands in

Bri t a i n in their- acceptance of the c onsump t i on of alcohol.

A little later in the period when prohibition in North America had

become e s t ab l ished it ccn t lnued to be compar-ed to the situation in

Britain in a favourable way. Reports in New Zealand newspaper-s about

pr-ohibition in North Amer-ica wer-! evidently unfavour-able and the

Outlook felt the need to refute what it felt was misleading

information. An editor-ial with the title "Persistent Wetness of Mer-r-ie

England" contained an unfavourable description of Britain as compared
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to the U.S.A.(20). About a year later prohibition in America was

declar-ed to be Cl "Startl ing Succe:-:-", definitely not Cl failure. The

editor claimed that less than 5% of the 1 iquor consumed in the U.S.A.

before prohibition was consumed nC"AI and that certain c i t i es wh i ch had

previously produced whiskey were now more prosperous than ever. He

also refuted claims made by the Liquor Trade in New Zealand that

prohibition had been lrnpos ed on the American people by pointing out

that they had voted for it and continued to do 50(21).

The Church was concerned to get the labour movement on its side.

W.D.BaYley the Vice-president of the Winnipeg Labour Party spoke to

the General Assembly on 15 Febuary 1919 and his speech was printed in

the Outlook. His visited New Zealand expr-e ss l v to get labour men to

vo t e for prohibition, and to overcome the ir- d i s l i ke of some aspects of

the church. Bayley had been an assistant minister in a wealthy

Presbyterian church in Canada before he became involved in the labour

movement. He felt that certain sections of the church were opposed to

the labour movement and that this put labour men off voting

prohibition; "One of their chief stumbl ing blocks is their opposition

not to Prohibition, but to some Prohibitionists". Bayley explained

that in his opinion social ism was not opposed to Christianity and he

pointed out how their ideals were similar. He felt that the press in

New Zealand was hostile to the labour movement and was responsible for

some rn i sunde rs t and lnqs about it. He recommended reading articles in

the Maoriland Worker as an antidote to the reports about the Russian

revolution which appeared in the ordinary press. He went on to make

thr-ee po l nt s on "I,~hy Pr-ohibition Pr-orno t es Labour Pr-clgress?". Fi rs t l x ,

Labour was against profiteering and brewers profiteer from the Drink

Trade because it is not a labour intensive industry and only a small
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proportion of the profits go to pay wages. Bayley noted that three

former distilleries in Washington State employed four to eight times

more men after they became goods manufactureres. Secondly, Labour men

were turning against drink as they real ised that it was harmful to

their' health wh i ch the:1 r'egar'ded as. their capital. Thirdly the

consump t i on ()f a l coho l led to the neglect of l,.\Jorker·"s f am i 1 i(?s as the

money that would otherwise be spent on the family was spent on

a l cohol . Chi l dr en of alcohol i cs l;.jer(? also rnor e 1 i ke l y to be "dullards"

eptible to disease. He noted that in prohibition

areas there were increases in the sales of women's and children's

clothing. He went on to say that the unions benefited as men became

more interested in organising and had more money to save for periods

of strike. Bayley ended by saying that after Prohibition had been won

they must carry on to attack the owners of production and landlords as

they do more harm than the brewers. Bayley had been an assistant

minister in a wealthy Presbyterian church in Canada before he became

involved in the Labour movement(22). Copies of this speech were later

reprinted by the OutlooK for distribution(23). While in New Zealand

Bayley also had two pamphlets publ ished; "Ballots and Bullets"; The

Story of Taking the Soldiers' Vote at the Front, and Canada's

Challenge; The Story of Prohibition in Canada. These pamphlets were

bound toget~or in a single volume and publ ished by "The Worker" Print

in I,~ellington in 1915'(23a). "Ballots and Bullets" l,o.,lii\S about Bayle>'s

involvment with taKing soldiers votes in a referendum on prohibition

and how many of these votes were found to be inval id as the names of

dead and absent soldiers were used to cast multiple votes. Canada's

Challenge described the great improvements in Canada after prohibition

was introduced,
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In an editorial about the Labour movement in New Zealand and the

dangers inherent in confl ict within a society Sir Robert Stout, the

Chief Justice, was quoted as saying that there were problems which

coul d be so l ved b;{ self sacrifice cm the part of individual c i t i zans ;

th i s included the problems of conflict beh"een Labour- and Capital and

the problems caused by alcohol consumption. The self-sacrifice

involved in attaining Prohibition was for the good of all(24). This

stance would appeal to the prohibitionists but probably not to those

workers influenced by the labour movement ideology as they did not

accept that proh i b i t i cn wa s likely to br i nq about the r eFor-m of

society. After 1919 there was no more mention of Labour and

prohibition. This was probablY because the two movements were

incompatable in ideology; the labour movement required the middle

classes (and those who aspired to the middle class but were

occupationally working class such as tradesmen and skilled workers) to

sacrifice their capital and the prohibitionist movement reqUired the

working classes to make sacrifices in their 1 ifestyle.

The Outlook regularily ran a page devoted to prohibition by a

"world missionary" for the Women's Christian Temperance Union and

Superintendant of the "Scattered Members" Branch, Mrs.Harrison Lee

Cowie. Mrs.Harrison Lee Cowie was of Austral ian origin and had married

Mr.Andrew Cowie of Southland about 1918. She toured New Zealand in

1899 and 1902 under the ausp ices of the Nel/ol Zeal and All i ance and ~<las

later based in Dunedin and moved to AucKland about 1921(25). Her pages

contained her own comment on alcohol and prohibition, inspiring poems

and stories, Bible quotes and she was never short of practical

suggestions for carrying out prohibition work.

In January 1919 she suggested organising a "Grand Patriotic
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Prohibition Pageant" in every district of New Zealand including songs

which she had written. Personae representing various cDuntries were to

sing the rousing song5(26). Another page included 30 phrases to be cut

out and hung in a prominent place(27). Her language was florid and

emotional; in an art i cl e on a scheme to tur-n d i su se d pubs. into homes.

for returned soldiers she said;

"I bel ieve the time has. come f or- us. to call on every Church ,

Y.t'LC.f~., Pa tr i ot i c Society, Efficiency League, Alliance and

philanthropic body to move forward in the name of the great "Home

Builder" of the Universe, and make the State one vast "Sweet

Home" . "( 28) •

In another article entitled "The Call to Arms" she urged;

"It is time, 0 men of might, that you shook yourselves from sloth

and slumber and began the war, for while you have been at ease, the

Giant has never halted for a moment. Day and night he has crept up to

our br- I ght boys and 91' i pp ed them one by one . He has sn are d some of our'

innocent girls, he has wrecked some of New Zealand's happy

homes."(29).

t'k:.. Har-ri son Lee Cowie lAleleamed contri bu t i ons from other's and

included a compilation of "Texts against the DrinK" by the children of

the Caversham Band of Hope(30). A Band of Hope was a children's

organisation set up by a local church or the W.C.T.U. They held

regular meetings at which the children gave temperance sKits and

1 istened to temperance lectures by the local minister or other

suitable person(30a),

She also included figures and facts about alcohol consumption and

its effects on society. Comments by Sir Robert Stout, the Chief

Justice, compared the "dry" district of Masterton with the "wet"
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Wairarapa where there were many more offences(31), Figures quoted from

the Sceptf'e of Li f e I~ssociation wh i ch provided 1 i-fe assur anc e for

t o t a l abs t e i ner s showed that thE'Y 1 i ved longH(32),

Mrs.Harrison Lee Cowie approved the use of alcohol in industry and

suggested a grape growing industry in the North Island as a way to

provide Jobs for soldiers and to help bring down the price of

foodstuffs. The industry would provide fresh fruit, jUice, vinE'gar,

industrial alcohol, dried fruit, cr earn of tartar and gr'ape sugar(33).

Industrial alcohol was neE'dE'd for certain processE's in the manufacture

of other products and chemicals,

While the Church had an official pol icy of prohibition and this was

reinforced in the Outlook the degree to which individual chuches were

involved varie-d, In Dunedin the- North-East Valley Church was active,

They had a pol icy that temperance teaching would be a prominent part

of their work with young people, A hoarding on a church owned site was

expr ess l v not a l l oue d to be used ·for l l qu or advel'tising(35), Thev also

printed and distributed prohibition pamphlets before the 1922

poll(36). The Annual General Meeting of 1922 recommended to the United

Temperance Reform Council that a prayer mee-ting be held in all

districts one evening a week, that a similar women's meeting be held

one afte-rnoon a week and that all Ministers and the Christian publ ie

r-emember- the cause in the i r publ ic , pr iVia te and fam i 1;- pr aver s . Th i s

sugglstion was printed in the- annual report of the churches work in

the Outlook(37), A little l a t er the Outlook also r-e por t ed that the

North-East Valley Church had re-solved that all New Zealand churches

should consider holding a prayer meeting each week for prohibition,

that all Christians should de-vote some time each day to prayer for

prohibition and that all church papers give prominence to
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prohibition(38). Temperance Sundays were celebrated in 1921 and 1922

by inviting the Dunedin Women/s Christian Temperance Union to attend a

service and in 1923 the Reverend John Dawson made an address appeal ing

for' funds. ·fm· the Nel.N Zealand f~l1 ianc:e(39). The Rev.Dal,\J'S.cm I....Jas· a

Methodist Minister who as secretary of the New Zealand All iance worked

as. a lobby is t in We 11 ingtC:l!). 1n a discuss. ion ~\bou t the way commun i cm

liJine IiJa',; ser ved at the commuion service the prices of various wlnes

was also discussed. It was not clear whether the church was using

a1coh0 1 i C ~\J i ne or not at commu n ion (40) •

A class analysis of the communion roll of 1917 for the North-East

Valley Presbyterian Church was reveal in9. The method of analysis was

that described in "Confessions of a Caversham Conspirator" by

Dr.T.BrooKing and Prof.E.Olssen. The names on the communion roll who

a t t eride d commun ion a t Ieast once in 1917 '.Ner·e checked for' the i r'

occupation in the volume of Stone/s Street Directory for that year.

These directories provide information on the residence and occupation

of the heads of households. In many cases the information is

i nac cura t e because Cif the method which 1.·'.Jas. used to compile the

Directory. The information was taKen on one day of the year and never

rechecked. If no one was home that day the enumerators employed asked

the neighbours who may have elevated or demeaned the occupations of

the absent family. Children under 21 were not mentioned. Sons over 21

were often not mentioned and wives often only appeared after the death

of their husband. Where the communion roll 1 isted a whole or part of a

family attending communion I have assumed their class status to be

that of the head of the household (not always male). The Caversham

project used a 1ist of occupations, each of which was assigned a code

from 01 to 09 which denoted the major occupational grouping of the
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TABLE 1 - Occupational Groupings of Members of North-East Valley

Pre terian Church.

Occupational Grouping.

01 - Employers/Higher Managerial

02 - Professional

03 Semi-Professional

04 - Petty Proprietors/Self Employed

05 Officials and Petty Executives

06 White Collar

O? Skilled

08 - Semi Skilled

O~? .- Un~;K ill eel

Number- ,

1.2

o

10

3?

28

22

152 == to t a l

Sources - The Communion Roll of the North-East Valley Presbyterian

Church; T.Brooking and E,Olssen l "Confessions of a Caversham

Conspirator" I P 9 and p 12.



part i cu l ar oc cup s t i cn l i st ed . 01 was the h i qhe s t s t a tu s gl'ouping and

included employers and higher managerial workers. 09 denoted unskilled

workers, the lowest status group(41). There were 289 pe(lple (In the

North-East Valley Presbyterian Church communion roll for 1917 and of

these 163 were 1 isted in the Directory with occupations or could be

assumed to be r e l a t ive s of those 1,<Jith occupations listed. 11 of those

1,<Jith occupations. I i s t ed had occup a t i ons which could not be i ndent i f i ed

such as "checker" or "assce supt" 75 people could not be found

in the Directory at all and 47 were I isted but had no occupation

1 isted. Of this 47, 41 were female and it could be assumed that many

1,'H?r'e l,>.Jidol,<Jed women or' single. It is, pos si bl e t ha t sorne of thes.€' ~\Iclm€'n

did work to suppor-t themselves but the pr eva i l ing i deol oqv about uornen

at the time defined them as single before their occupation was even

considered. Of the 6 men wi t h no occupation 1 ist s d it is pr obab l e that

the,' I,.J €' r- e r e t ire d. 0f the 289 PH.pl e c.nth t' comm un ion r- 0 I 1 199( 68 •86~O

were female and 90(31.14%) were male. Of the 152 whose status could be

identified the largest group were petty proprietors or self employed.

However the majority of people were in the groups including white

collar, skilled, s€'mi skilled and unskilled. The large numbers of

people in these groups, especially 06 and 07, probably indicate that

to ~t cert a i n extent the,::.€' people WH'e seeKing r-esp ec t ab i l it}' by their'

church-going. It is difficult to know how much their personal faith

pr-ompted their' ac t i v i t x in the church , In re l a t i on t o the que s t i on CIf

whether or not the prohibition movement was middle class or not, the

table shows that North-East Valley Presbyterian Church had a large

group of middle class members and an even larger group of members who

probably aspired to he middle class. As this Church was active in the

movement as a church and not Just individuals the findings of this
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analysis tend to support Grigg's thesis that the prohibition movement

was based on the middle class ideology of self-help, self-improvement

and respectabil iy as a program of social reform(42).

Re por t s from other Dun ed i n Pr'esbyter'ian churc hes publ i sh ed in the

Outlook maKe no mention of their temperance worK and in reading the

Session minutes of the Maori Hill church there was no mention of

temperance work or the prohibition polls(43). The minute book of the

l,~omE'n'!:. Training In s t i t ut e Cornrn i t t ee (run by the Pr-esbv t erLan Church

of New Zealand Deaconess Association) did not mention any instruction

on prohibition or temperance being given to the students(44).

NOTES

1. 1921 Ne~'! Zealand Census, F'ar·t ~)lI - ReI igions, pp 19-20.

2. Proceedings of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of

New Zealand 1919, p 195.

2a. ,Who's Who 1924: p 91.

3. Old I oo.!L, 23 Ju l v 1918, p 3.

4. i b i d , 7 Janu ar v 1919, p 8.

5. i b i d , 8 f~pr'il 1919, p 5.

6. i b i d , 28 Januarv 1919, pp 3-:5.

7. ibid, 11 Fe bru arv 1919, p 3.

8. i b i d , 18 February 1919, p 7.

9. i to id, 18 t'lar' c h 1919, P 21.

10. ibid, 15 April 1919, p 3.

11. ibid, 20 t1ay 1919, p s .

12. ibid, 1 July 1919, p 5.

13. The c ol umn i s t was !"lr·s,.Harr-is.cm LeE' Cow i e , .t!:!!..,J)utlfLok, 29 f~pr'il

page 29



1919, P 20,

14, ibid, 3 June 1919, p 4.

14a. J. Phi 11 i ps , ~~ t1 a I)"' S Count r ;11, p 182 •

15. f'Utloo!<., 11 Febr-uarv 1919, p 17, and 15' Fe bru ar-v 1919, p 17.

16, i b i d , 20 t'1ay 1919, p 5.

17. i b i d , 4 Febr-u arv 1$'19, p 3.

18. ibid, 5 ~~ugust 1919, P 14.

19. ibid, 12 ~lU gU!;. t 1919, P 4,

20. ibid, 26 September 1921, p 3.

21, ibid, 21 August 1922.

22. ibid, 18 t1arch 1919, pp 17--8.

23. ibid, 25 t1arch 191 $' s p '",J.

's Challe

Prohibition in Canada. 1919.---_..--,---,-'"..-.-~_~~"'--_~_-------

24. Du ook 1 July 1919, p 4.

of Takin t e

25. J.Cocker and J.Malton Murray eds, erance and Prohibiti

obituary of Andrew Cowie.

26. Dut]~q~, 28 January 1919, p 19. See Appendix.

27. i bid, 18 t1ar' chi 919, P 20.

28. l b i d , 20 t'lay 1919, p 20.

29. l b i d , 17 June 1919, p 20.

30. i b i d , 1 July 1919, p 28.

30a. See chapter' on Women and Proh i b i t i on for' i nForrnet i on about the

North-East Valley United Band of Hope.

31. Out ook 27 May 1919, p 20.

32, i b i d , 14 Fe br-uar y 1919, p 27,

page 30



33. i bid, 13 t'la)' 1919, P 28.

34. The Re ort of the T eranc e Comrn i in Proceedings of the

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand 1921, p

124.

35. The Session Minutes of the North-East Valley Presbyterian Church

1915-1930, 27 June 1922, p 166.

36. i b i d , 26 September- 1922, p 175, and 24 Oc t ober- 1922, p 17S'.

37. i b ld , 9 August 1922, p In, and the Outlook, 4 September 1922, p

26.

38. Outlook! 13 November 1922, p 26.

39. The Session Minutes of the North-East Valley Presbyterian Church

1915-1930, 11 September 1921, 27 June 1922, and 30 October 1923.

40. ibid, 28 March 1922.

41. T.Brooking and E.Olssen, "Confessions of a Caversham Conspirator",

p 9 and p 12.

42. This inf or-ma t ion was der- ive d from the Cornmun i on Ro l l of the

North-East Valley Presbyterian Church 1912-1917. Later rolls were not

ani 1ab l e ,

43. The Session Minutes Qf the Maori Hill Presbyterian Church

1906-1921 and 1921-1931.

44. Women's Training Institute Committee Minute Book. The Presbyterian

Church of New Zealand Deaconess Association 1906-1922 and 1922-1940.



THE CATHOLICS

In Dunedin Cathol ics debated the merits and faults of the prohibition

question with vigour. The view of the hierarchy of the Cathol ic Church

was that loyal Cathal ics should not vote for prohibition and the New

Zealand Tablet (publ ished in Dunedin) told them this in no uncertain

t er-ms • H()~'Je\)er there lJ.las a bodv of Ca thol ic op in ion in NelAI Zealand at

this time which supported prohibition. This opinion was represented by

Bishop Cleary of Auckland and in Ounedin by the businessman Charles

Todd. Cathol ics in Ounedin represented about 11% of the popUlation in

1921. They were the third largest denomination after the Presbyterians

and the Angl ican:.( 1).

The New Zealand Tablet was vocal about the issue of prohibition in

1919 especially in the sarl ier' part of the year and l a t e r- in the

peri od became silent. This may be because the editor' bel i eve d that he

had made his point clear and was satisfied that Ounedin Cathol its were

not supporting prohibition or because other issues, such as the

provision of Cathol ic schools and the situation in Ireland, became

much more important for' Ne~'J Zealand Ca tho l i cs.•

The editor of the New Zealand Tablet at this time was Dr.James

Kelly who had taKen over the position in 1917. A native of Ireland,

Kelly displayed ardent devotion to the Sinn Fein cause and approval of

the New Zealand Labour Party. B.Cadogan, in his study of middle class

Cathol ics in Dunedin, thinKs that Kelly was chosen by the Hierarchy

because th!:"'y 1,'Janted to ac comodate the gr'o'lJing feel ing of s.ympathy lJ.li th

Ireland among New Zealand Cathol ics. Cadogan describes KellY as being

volatile, effusive, talKative and opinionated(la).

In an answer to a correspondent with a query about the issue the
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editor repl ied that a Council composed of the Apostol ic Delegate and

t hs Ar·chbi!E.lwps. of Au s tr-a l as l a was thE' h l qhes t au t horl tv fc)r Cathol i cs

in Australasia and loyal Cathol ics should obey directions from this

Council. In Cl statement which identified loyalty to the Church IAith

loyalty to one's country this Council had ruled that,

"We deem it our duty to co-operate with every wisely-directed effort

to stem the ev i 1 Q·f dr' ink i 0 f~ustl'al i a and t o promote temperance among

the peoplf? We have no sympathY with those who oppose well considered

legislation ... But, needless to say, IAIl? have just a little sympath:1

with those - and they are very active at present - who do not

distinguish between the use and abuse of alcohol ie drinK; who seem to

regard drink as something essentially evil, who ••• convey to the world

by their r-e ck l es s statements that Austral i a and New Zealand are

drink-sodden lands, and that their people - and especially the

soldiers who have risKed their 1 ives - are dishonoured and degraded by

intemperance."(2)

In another reply to a correspondent who must have shown signs of

dissenting (the Tablet did not always pub1ish the letter which was

being repl ied to) the editor said; "It does not matter two brass

pennies what a few cranks thinK or say ..• The Prohibition movement is

disapproved by the bishops of the Cathol ic Church. And if you do not

heed the Chur-ch l.Ale mu s t l ock upon :/OU as a .- publ ican."(3) The reply

also contained a reference to "no matter what imported Canadians say"

which may indicate the writer of the letter had heard or read the

ideas of the visiting Canadian W.D.8ayley who claimed that the labour

movement and christianity and prohibition were all compatible. His

ideas were reported in the OutlooK in early March 1919.

Another answer to a correspondent expressed the fear that since the
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prohibition movement was primarily associated with Protestants,

Cathol ics could expect no mercy or justice from them. Presumably the

editor was referring to Cathol ics being prevented from using alcohol ic

~'.jine in celebrating mass(4), Be f or-e the f~pril poll the editor'

commented that a majority vote was not sufficient reason to maKe laws

that i nt sr-f er-e wi th personal 1 i Fes t vl e and choice and quo t ed the

Australasian Council's pronouncement which described the proposed

legislation of the prohibitionists as being unjust to those engaged in

the drinK traffic and "an unwarrantable infringement on the reasonable

1 iberty of the people." and which in the end might produce more evil

than it I}Jould l'emoIJe,"(5),

An editorial entitled "Prohibition" quoted a letter by Archbishop

Redwood of Well in9ton who thought that prohibition was contrary to

scrl ptur-e , the example cd Christ and c ornmon sen se as. we l l as. an e xt r eme

that IIJ0uld lead to l aw l essne ss , hvp ocri sv , rnor a l r u i n and the

abo l ition of the Ten Corsmandmen t s , not to mention being a menac e to

the Holy Religion and "an insult, an ou traqe , an indignity, a prv i nq

interference with our altars and our priests". Hi? also thought that a

Cathol ic whQ voted for' proh ibit i on ~'·las not true t o his common sense,

his love of f r-e edorn or' his Holy ReI igion':6), In a later' ed i t cri a l

Archbishop Redwood described prohibition as a substitute law for

education in r~sponsibl ity, Th~ burden of the law would fall mainly on

the poor as rich men continued to maintain winecellal's while the

worKing man was deprived of his daily glass of beer and an occasional

stronger drinK(?),

While the OutlooK extolled the virtues of North America under

prohibition, the NellJ Zealand Tablet cr I t lc lse d it. The editor believed

that Amer·ica's. exarnp l e was 1 i ke l v to enccuraqe the pr-oh i b i t i on i s t s in
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New Zealand but was convinced that prohibition in America was going to

'lead t o an increase in opiate addiction. t~ sp ec i a l Tr easur-v committee

investigating drug addiction found there were more than a mill ion and

a half drug addicts in America at that time but the editor did not

specify whether this was an increase or not. He thought that the use

of drugs would spread to England as people there tried to cope with

the effects of the war and concluded that a prohibition against

opiates was Justified but that since alcohol in his view could be used

with moderation, it should not be prohibited(S). In another article he

quo t ed thr-ee prominen t ~~mer- i cans VJho opp os ed pr oh ibit ion on the

gr-ounds that it wCluld undermine the constitution and other' l aws , it

would give dangerous powers to the authorities, it would threaten the

HolY Mass and lead to the illegal manufacture of bad 1 iquor(9).

An article entitled "Fanaticism" described America as the happy

hunting ground of fanatics, and drew attention to a certain

prohibitionist priest called Father- Zur-cher- (who was later- to visit

New Zealand), "who would set himself up as a higher authority than

Ar-chbishop Mesmer- and Cardinal Gibbons, and who is as active as any

Methodist par-son in throwing mud at th€' Church.". Zurcher- had

appar-ently commented that the Church in the U.S.A. was silenced by the

mc,neyof the 1 i quor- Tr-ade and that the Ca tho l ie Total Abstinence tln lon

I)Jas serl) in9 as a rampar-t protect i09 the 'I iquor tr-ade U 0) •

An article by Professor steven LeacocK expressed the middle class

anti-pr-ohibitionist view that moderate dr-inking was one of 1 ife's

1 ittle comforts and that the middle class knew how to drinK

moderately. The wor-king classes needed a 1 ittle dr-ink ever-y day to

help them cop€' with their unequal situation. To take alcohol away from

the workers would result in a spur-t of efficient production and then
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Bolshevism would set In(II).

Ca th ol i c proh i b i t i on i s t s wt?r-e no t given much sp ac e in the Nel;.}

Zealand Tablet. Bishop Cleary's opinion was never mentioned although

his other activities were reported. Cleary's ideas were reported in

the Outl ock and he publ i she d a magazine dev ot ed t o Cathol i c interests

called the t1onth(12). Clear':' had in fact been an ear l i er editor' of t he

New Zealand Tablet from 1898-1910 before his appointment as Bishop of

Auckland and like ~Tam€'s, Ke l l x wa s a native Cif county I,~€'xfor-d in

Ireland(12a). Thr-ough the pages of the Month, Bishop Cleary expressed

his, op in ion t ha t ne i ther the Cathol ic Chur-ch or' Catho l i c t hs ol 09:' had

defined what Cathol ics wer-e to think or do in relation to the question

of prohibition, therefore they wer-e free to vote as they wanted on the

issue. He also thought that the clergy were free to advocate any cause

which their conscience approved of as long as it did not intefer with

their sp i r i tua l dutil?s(13).

The businessman Charles Todd had one of his letters printed in the

Tablet and was severely criticised. The editor impl ied that Todd was

not a "1 iving member" of the Church and thereforE' should not presume

to speak on behalf of Cathol ics. A "1 iving member" was defined as "All

those who, being baptised, receive the Sacraments and are united

under one visible Head, the Pope •.. "(14). Clearly anyone who dissented

horn the of f i c i a l chur-ch 1 i ne on ani i ssue could be exc l ude d from the

Church on the basis of this definition and the editor went on to

repeat that the Church Hierarchy of Austalasia had publ ishE'd a

statement which made it clear that loyal Cathol ics should not vote for

prohibition. WhilE' there was no wai the Church could prevent Cathol ics

from voting for prQhibition or finding out if they did, the

pronouncement of the Church and its reinforcement in the New Zealand
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Tabl et I,~ould hav e aHeded the voting of "Lova l " Ca tho l i c s ,

Charles Todd was outstanding among Cathol ics who were also

prohibitionist. Born in 1868, he had emigrated from Scotland at an

early age and had spent his childhood in central Otago. He moved from

Heriot to Dunedin in 1915 and opened a stocK and station business

known as· Todd Bros. wh i ch had br anche s in Dune d i n , Lnve rc ar-q i l l , Gc,r'e

and various central Otago towns, this was sold to Dalgety and Co.Ltd.

in 1925. Meanwhile Todd had set up Todd Motors in 1923 which had

br anch es thr ouqhout Ni?I,~ Ze ... land. He held a var i e tv o·f pub l i c

positions; he was Mayor of St,Kilda, president of the Otago Expansion

League, pr-es i den t of the Dunedin Chamber of Commerce, a director of

the New Zealand and South Seas Exhibition, president of the Otago

CricKet Association, president of the Otago Temperance Council and

later was Dominion President of the New Zealand All iance(14). In 1922

he brought Father' George Zur cher Fr om the U.S.A. and accompanied him

on a speaking tour of New Zealand(16),

In 1919 Todd wl'ote a pamphlet which he hoped would help Cathol ics

to solve the prohibition question for themselves. He thought the

editol' of the New Zealand Tablet had not dealt with the issue fairly

and claimed he had refused to publ ish articles by Cathol ics in favour

of prohibition(17). Todd bel ieved that alcohol was a gift from God and

it had many uses but that it had no value as nourishment. He cited the

American Med al Association which denounced the use of alcohol as a

beve-rage or a therapeutic agent and The Cathol ic Encyclopedia which

named alcohol as the most fl'equent cause of povel'ty and

unhappiness(18). Todd quoted from the- London Tablet on prohibition in

America; "Nowhere is there a trace of fanaticism or a wish to condemn

alcohol as in i t se H an evil thing, The ~~ar i s s irnp l » ~\gainst the
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wa~:.te and inefficienc)' wh i ch r-esu l t f rom the consump t i on of a l coho l .

The majority who can indulge in alcohol without fear of going beyond

the bounds of temperance are will ing to forgo the pleasure for the

sake of the 'weaker bretheren and the common good'."(19). He

contrasted this with the attitude of the New Zealand Tablet which

argued against prohibition on the grounds that it was unethical and an

interference with the free practice of reI igion(20).

Todd noted that the New Zealand Tablet had used arguments from an

earl i er- pamphlet by Prof es sor- IAill i srn Sa l rnond Ieuh i ch arque d that since

Christ turned water into wine at the Can a wedding and drank it,

ther'efor'e it was acceptable to dri nk wine and f er-me nt ed I iquor-s(20a).

Todd thought it was wrong to emulate Christ in every way and besides

this that Salmond's inter-pr-etation of the bible was false. He also

bel ieved that drunkenness was not as common in Christ's time as it was

in 191,'(21). Todd allayed Catholic f ears that winE? would not be

available for Cathol ie Mass as there would be express provision in a

Prohibition Act for the suppl ies of altar- wine(22). Todd included in

his pamphlet two articles by Cathol ics on prohibition.

The fir-st was by Bishop Clear-y of Auckland. Clear-y gave his opinion

that Cathol ics should follow their own consciences when voting but

pointed out his bel ief that alcohol cause d c rime , vice, dornes t i c

unhappiness and moral and material loss to the nation. He also thought

that the existing measur-es of State supervision had failed to prevent

alcohol causing problems. It was futile to hope that the Trade would

reform i t se 1f. Clear'y be 1 ieved th a t the onI y defens ibl e use of a1coho l

was in celebrating Mass and that this use was a divine right(23).

The second ar-ticle was by the Rever-end P.Coffey who was Professor of

Logic at St.Patricks College in Dubl in. It was dated Decemember 1918.
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C()He;' thought that Cat hol i cs cr i t i c i se d pr oh i b i t lon in t'imel'ica.

because it ~\)a::· mainly pr-omo t ed by non-c a tho l lc bod i es I,\)!W claimed t ha t

alcohol was an intrinsically evil thing. These bodies may have also

used the pr-oh i b i t lon movement as an excuse for' a t t ack s on Cat hol i cs .

Coffey thought it was unfortunate that Cathol ics had remained aloof

fr-om the rnovsment as they cou1d have excer-c i se d a be ne f i c i a 1 ef f ec t on

prohibitionists by preventing the movement adopting "erroneous

principles" or running contrary to "Moral Law". Coffey especially

wanted Cathol ics to get involved in the prohibition movement in

countries where Cathol ics wer-e in a minority. He recomended this

because in some States of America prohibition laws had been passed

with no provision for the use of altar wine. This led to indignation

from Cathol ics which could have been avoided if they had been involved

in the movement in the first place. Coffey thought that the argument

against prohibition which stated that prohibition would remove the

opportunity for virtue by practising temperance and resisting

temptation was "puerile" and creating a Prohibition law created the

opp ort un i t v to prac t i se the v i r tue of obedience. He bel i eved thE' State

had the authority to act in promotion of common good and economic and

social well being. If Prohibiton could achieve this then the State

should enf or ce it. He also emphasised his be l i e f that the State should

act in accordance with the wishes of the majority(24).

A pamphlet pub] i shed by the Tablet about 1920 and signed by

"Liberty and Regulation" was named "National Prohibition opposed to

the Old Testament, The New Testament, the spirit of Christ, sound

ethics, c ornmon sense , enlightened pol i t i cs , i s a fallacy, a t vrannv , a

failure, a cure worse than the disease." The pamphlet elaborated many

of the arguments against prohibition found in the New Zealand Tablet
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and may have been pub1ished in response to Todd~ pamphlet. It seems

1 ikely that the author was in fact James Kelly, The author admitted

that the arqumen t 'for' pr oh i b i t i on had a cer-tain pl aus i b i l i t v for' the

"popular" mind but refuted the existence of a r ea l alcohol ism problem

in New Zealand(25), The author firstly condemned pr-ohibition as being

opposed to both testaments of the Bible and pointed out the example of

the wedding at Cana where Christ performs a miracle to create more

wine for the guests. "Liberty and Regulation" interpreted this to

imply that Christ could find no fault in drinKing wine and a moderate

amount of "merriment" at wedding ceremonies. The author also stated

that Christ required that wheat bread and grapewine be used at His

sacrament and felt that this might not be possible under prohibition

unless t her-e wa,:· a special clause in an fkt of Par l i arne nt or- a

r equl at i on 13;1 the Gover-nor- Gener·al. The au thor- quoted i'l. Psalm; "Bl es s

thE' LCI'd, 0 my jE-OU I • " He cause th the gras'::- tCI grol,\! for the ca t t l e ,

and the herbs for the service of men, that He may bring forth food out

of the eart h , and wine that make th glad the he ar t o-f man, and oil to

make his face shine, and bread which strengthens man's heart." in

order to maKe the point that wine was a gift of God and man has a

right to purchase it as he has a right to purchase bread. "Liberty and

Regulation" maintained that the prohibitionists had confused

dr unke nnes s IAli th drink and had come to the conclusion that alcohol was

evil in its-elf, wher-eas it I,\!as not the a l coho l wh i ch l,\Ia-=:- E'IJil but the

drunkenness(26). The author pointed out that some acts wel'e considel'ed

intrinsically wrong but that drinKing alcohol was not one of these as

it 1,<\Ias not. commanded 01' For-b idden bu t 1eft up to t.he 1.)01 it i on of th e

i no i v i dua l . To limit the Fre edorn which God had given man on this.

quest.ion was to run in the face of divine rule(27), To the
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pr-oh i b i t i cn i st ar qurnen t that i-f Chr i s t had been a l i ve in the b,<Jentieth

century He would have been a prohibitionist the author repl ied that

liJhile hi~ did not have fac t s to compare alcohol ism in Ju dea 1,o.Jith

alcohol ism in New Zealand or Great Britain he had noted that there

were frequent warninfJs against drunkenness in the Bible, particularily

in Isaiah but there were no words on prohibition or abstinence. The

author used an example from the New Testament where St.Paul was

shocked to find some neIAll)' converted Cori nt h i ans hal·H? become dr-unk at

a "confJregational love-feast" but never condemned the wine nor

!:.U9gested a subs t i tu t e , "Li bertv and Regulation" l nf err ed f r-orn t h i s

that the ancient Hebrews and early Christians regarded drunkeness as a

sin and be l i eved that the guilt of any dr-unken rn i sde eds shou l d be laid

firmly on the head of the drunken sinner. This was averse to the

moder-n i dea that the alcoholic was a hapless. victim(28),

Dr aw i nq on examples f r-om "Hi s t or v" the author' came to t he

conclusion that trying to maKe people virtuous by imposing legislation

on them did not work, as it was not the business of gover'nment to pry

into peop 1es pr- i va t e 1 i ves.• Also he be 1 i€'ved th i s t;/pe of lalA may have

removed the possibl ity of vice but it also removed the possibl ity of

virtue as virtue must be voluntary(29). He also came to the conclusion

that people should have the choice to damage their bodies with alcohol

as they have the choice to damage their bodies in pUr'suit of other

goals; the saints had harmed their' bodies in corporal mortifications

and the pursu i t of sp ort , bus i ness and knc'I,<Jledge a l so carr-ied health

risKs(30). The author' refuted the claims of science and medicine that

alcohol even in moder-ation was harmful and claimed it was wholesome,

strengthening, a comfor't in old age and "an excellent restorative of

many for-ms of debil ity, as was shown in the recent influenza plague".
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To the claim that a l cohol wa s a \!Jardon l uxurv he rep l i ed that l uxur v

is a symptom of civil isation and is therefore desirable and good in

rnoder a t i on(31).

Per-h aps getting carried al,<la;i wi th his. own eloquence "Ll bertv and

Regulation" defeated his own arguments by admitting that there would

possibly be circumstances when prohibition was necessary, for example

in a nation IAlhere most of 'the population was affected b;i alcohol, This

was exactly what the prohibitionists were claiming about New Zealand

but the author refuted the statistics used by prohibitionists which

showe d that the rna.iorl t v c.f cr-ime in New Zealand 1,\,1as· conne c t ed wi th

the consumption of alcohol, and claimed that not mor-e than 5/; o·f

crimes were caused by alcohol, He bel ieved that drunkenness was a

symptom of a greater social problem including poverty, unemployment,

s"Aleating, high r en t s , une arne d i ncr-ernent , av ari c i ous c ornb l ne s ,

drainage, sanitation, fresh air, overcrowding, education and

r-ecr-ea t i on . HE' thought that dr unkennes s was common in Gr'e<:~t Brl t a i n

because of the gloomy cond it ions o·f 'I i fe there, bu t under the b l ue

skies of New Zealand and its good 1 iving conditions drunkenness could

not be so bad(32). The argument that drunkenness was caused by

undesirable social conditions was the opposite to the prohibitionists

assertion that these undesirable conditions were caused by

dr-unke nn es s ,

"Li ber-tv and Regulation" linked the cause s o·f a l coho l i srn wi th

undesirable social conditions as did the labour movement, but then

denied that undesirable social conditions existed in New Zealand and

therefore an alcohol ism problem did not exist either. In the face of

the facts about the alcohol probl€'rn in New Zealand which

prohibitionists publ i she d wi de l v "Li ber t y an d Regula.tion"s ar qume nt
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collapses. It is interesting to note that in New Zealand at this time

27 • <::':'~ o·f a1I lie E' nS.€,d hCl t €' 1 i er' -::. wer'e Cat h0 1 i cs wh i le Cat h0 I i c s made up

only 13.9% of the total population. In Dunedin B.Cadogan found that of

181 bourqe o i s and PE'tty bcur-qe o i s Cat hol i cs 19,3~~ 1,\lE'r'e pub I icans.C::3).

It seerns 1 i ke1y t hat a I coh 0 1 c omsumpt i on p I a;'e d an import an t par tin

t hI? soc i a I and bus i ne ss l i ve s of many Duned in Cat ho l i cs , A~. t he

prohibition movement was primarily a Protestant one, many Cathol ics

who did disapprove of the consumption of alcohol wer-e probably turned

away from the movement(34). At this time there was strong sectarian

susp i c i on and hos t i l ity be twe en Pr-ot es tan t s and Cat ho l i cs , ThE'

Pr ot estant Pol i t i cal Association had been ·formed in 1917 and expressed

Pro t es t an t f ear s in the face of gr'owing Catho l i c assert i ve ne sa.• In

1919 the P.P.A. had a membership of about 200,000 nationally(35). A

s t ronq Cat ho l i c cornrnun l tv deve l op ed in thE' -fift;' ;'ear·s· be f cre the

First World War. Cathol ic values combined with the predominance of

unsk i l l ed Ir i sh in the Catholic cornmun i tv made mos t Catholics.

unsympathetic to the moral reform movements of the period(36). It

would take a Cathol ic with ver-y str-ong convictions and str-ength of

character to join the prohibition movernen t pub l i ca l l y in the face of

Pro t es t an t hos t i l l t v and the cri t i c i sm of the Catholic Chur-ch lAlhich

was expressed so forcefully in the New Zealand Tablet. Probably for

this r-eason Char-les Todd was in a noti le minority of one Dunedin

Cathol i c l",ho was abl e to pub l i c i se his v i ews .
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WOMEN AND PROHIBITION

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries women were

supposed to have had a special relationship with the prohibition

cause. This stemmed f r om middle c l ass bel iefs about women a':s mora l

guardians of their homes and famil iE's. Throughout the prohibition

1 iterature of the time there was an emphasis on the home and family as

the basic units of a stable society, Prohibitionists saw alcohol as

des tr uc t i ve of the home env i r onmen t and t her s f or-e de s t r-uc t i ve of the

nation. Because worne n ~'HH'E' the rnor-al guar·dians. of the home they l,.<Jer·e

expected to play a large part in the movement to prohibit alcohol(I).

Throuqh the I,.Jomen·'s Chrl st i an Ternperanc e Union worne n vJer'E' indeed

associated VJith the prohibition movement but the popular be l i e f that

the proh i b l t i on movement stemmed Fr-om female attempts, to abo l i'2.h

liquor is h i qhl y que s t l cnab l e r Zr ,

A.Grigg in his study of women and prohibition names five reasons

why women were supposed to be more involved in the prohibition

rnovemen t . ThE' f i rs t was· that worne n and th e i r- ch i l dr en w€'r'E' the people

who suffer'ed most from the consumption o·f alcohol. They could suffer'

physical abuse and neglect when a man's wages were spent on alcohol,

The second reason stemmed from the first as women would gain

€'conomically if th€'ir husbands stopped spending money on drinK and

ins had s pen tit 0 n t he i f' farn i 1 i~? S, The t h i r'd r'eas 0 n I,oJ a. s t hat HH? pubs

wher'(? men did rnos t of their' dr i nk lnq wer'e bel i eved b;l some to be

associated 1,\,Ilth prostitution, The consumption of a l cohol 'Alas believed

to weaKen self-control and create desir€' with nasty consequences for

the mans physical and moral health, The Women's Christian Temperance

Union and the National Council



ion) as th(~>'

by demanding the repeal of the Contagious Diseases Act which allowed

men complete freedom of action while prostitutes were subjected to

examinations for veneral disease(3). They wanted the age of consent

raised from 16 to 21 to try to reduce child prostitution and they

attacked the employment of barmaids on the grounds that they lured

young men to drink in pubs and were degrading themselves as women. The

prohibitionists did not appreciate that women who worked as barmaids

probably did so because it was the best paid and most pleasant

employment open to them. The issue of barmaids was expected to attract

the support of women who were thought to object naturally to their

husbands asscc i e t i nq with 1,<,Iomen of doub t f ul repute. A c l au se that

forbade the employment of any new barmaids was included in the

Li cens i nq Act c)f 15'10 but ther'e had been sur-prI s i nql v little- agitaUc.n

fOI' it. A petition to Psrl l ame nt in 1904 ask i nq fOl' the abol i t i on o·f

barmaids contained only 145 signatures and its eventual incorporation

in the Act of 1910 was part of a compromise between the Trade and

pr-oh i b i t i on i s t s to achieve a l t er a t i ons in the f orm of the l i censi nq

poll. Grigg r epor t s that pub l i c opinion never' expr es se d itself on the

is.s.ue(4). The ·fifth re ason women 1,A1H'e expected tCI get i nvo l ved in the

prohibition movement ~'Jas their i nt er es t in r e l igion. l;Jomen l,Alere

supposed to be more emotional than men who were bel ieved to be

rational beings and r-el i q i on was held to i nvol vs mor-e emotion than

reason. Women were also supposed to be more interested in the ethical

and moral codes espoused by reI igion (including pl'oh

were the moral guardians for their famil ie5(5).

IJJhile the prohibitionists be l i eved women wou l d be na tur a l l v

attracted to the movement the evidence shows that they were no more

involved than men(6)~ In the organisations associated with the



movement the leadership was mostly male. In this period women were not

enc our aqe d tCI appear' pub l i c l v to campaign for pol i t i ca l causes, The

results of the 1894 and 1896 elections showed that women did not vote

for prohibition in great numbers. In the first decade of the twentieth

century prohibitionists changed emphasis to educate women about why

prohibition would benefit them. By the time of the 1908 election there

was an all out campaign to rnob i l i se VJOflHHl to vote for' pr oh i b i t l cn ,

There was a large vote for prohibition on this occasion (55.83% for

prohibition) but it is not clear- I,ljhether this 1.-\I{3.S due to women ..... oting

for prohibition or due to an increase of both sexes ..... oting

prohibition, Grigg points out that the total prohibition vote had been

incr-easing s i nce 1902(7). The p€'r-centage of women e l i q i bl e to vo t e who

were voting remained only sI ightly less than the percentage of men and

any increases do not correlate with increases in the prohibition

vote(8). The Women's Christian Temperance Union was one body in which

women could be involved in pol i t i ca l agitation; its. member-ship was.

small but vocal(9).

In New Zealand the Women's Christian Temperance Union was

establ ished in 1885 as a result of a visit by Mrs Mary Leavitt of the

U.S.A.nO). t'1ar-y Le av i t t had be en d i spa t che d f rom (4mer·ica to spre ad

the ideal of a world-wide united womens movement dedicated to

ou t l aw i nq alcohol, suppr-e ss i nq gambl ing and the en Fr anc h i sernent cd the

women of all na t i onsc l t r , ~j branch in Duned i n I.·')as es t ab l i sh ed at this

time(j2). The Dominion President fr-om 1914 to 1926 was. Mrs.W,R.Don who

1 ived in Dunedin. Noted for her oratory skills, Mr-s.Don became the

f l rs t woman in New Zealand to become a pre acher- in t he t1ethodist

Church, She lectured all over New Zealand on prohibition, foreign

missions and evangel ital
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letter's WE'rE' pub l i she d in the IAhih Ribbon<l3). In lS'24 she attended

the National Jub i l ee Conven t i on Q·f the 1"J,c.T.U. in the United States

and was invited to speak before Congress. Mrs Don was also prominent

in several Dunedin charitable and Christian organisations(14). The

White Ribbon was the magazine of the New Zealand W,T.C.U. and was

pub l i sh ed rnon th l v . It had been es t ab I i sh ed as t.he f i rs t magazine

oune d , ed i t ed and pub l i shs d b~1 worne n in Ne~\! Z€'aland in 1895.

Mrs.Nell ie Peryman was t.he edit.or from 1913-1945 and until 1920 she

1 iV€'d in Port Chalmers when she movl?d to Cart€'rton. Sh€' was a

Vice-President of the the Sawyers Bay Branch unitl her move(15).

The auailabil ity of the records of th€' North-East Valley branch of

the W.C.T.U. made a case study possible. The branch held meetings

about once a month and had quarterly evening meetings. The evening

meetings had a much larger attendance than the ordinary meetings and

were social occasions with singing, recitations, supper and sales of

flowers and vegetables to raise money. Between 1918 and 1923

membership of the branch grew from 100 to 146(16). ]n the 1911 Census

·:the last. in wh i ch the population o·f Nor tb -Eas t ~)alle:i is listed

separat~ly from the rest of Dunedin) the female population of

North-East Valley was 2670 (males 2536)(17). As a percentage of this

'figur'e the rnernbe r sh i p of the IA.C.T.U. in Nort h-Eas t I.Jall€,y lAlaE· ~~1.4?:,~.

In Dunedin the early twenties were a period of growth in the W.C.T.U.

and s€'veral branches showed a significant growth in membership,

not.able were the South Dunedin branch CID members in 1919 to 60 in

1921) and Ka i kora i (8 member's, in 1'7'19 t o 28 in 1921)(18).

Like all branches of the W.C.T.U. the North-East Valley branch was

organis~d into departments under superintendents. These positions

varied from year to year but they usually had two
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the Band of Hope, a Good Citizenship Superintendent (responsible for

getting people in the community enrolled on electoral rolls and to

vote), an Evangel istic Superintendent and a White Ribbon Agent. They

usually had a guest to speak at their meetings. These guests included

local ministers, visiting temperance speaKers and national office

holders of the W.C,T.U, such as the President, Mrs.Don and the editor

of the White Ribbon, Mrs.Peryman. Mrs. Peryman spoke on Privileges

IAom€'n hal}€, a~. Cf t i z e n s , which VJa~. about the op p ortun i t i e s IlJome n h ad in

compar- i son I..<J i th a 'fe!,.,.1 year's e,H'1 ier, She urqe d them to use tIll? i I'

i nf l uence in the i r own ~,ph€'r'e to help abo l i sh the> dri nk tr'ade>U9).

Before the election in December 1919 Mrs.Don gave a speech on the

thre e i s sues to be vo t ed on to a c ornb i ned meeting of the IlJ.C.T.U. and

the Young Peoples League. Members also contributed a musical solo and

recitations at this meeting(20).

The example of North America as a successful model of prohibition

seemed to be important to the W.C.T.U. as it was to the Outlook. In

1919 thE';.' had two visitor's, horn Amer'ica, the f i rs t 1,<JelS, the Rever'end

Ray Stewart who gave an address on temperance education in America and

conc l uded that it v,las irnport an t that t he women and ch i l dre n cd NellJ

Zealand were also given temperance education(21). The second was by

t'ks.,llJheeler' who t a l ked about the IlJod: of t he t~mer'ican l.,LC,T.L1. in

achieving prohibition in the U.S.A.(22). Mrs.Wheeler's visit had been

organised by the W.C.T.U. nationally to help in the lead up to thE'

election(23). Mrs,Wheeler inspired thirteen women to Join the W.T.C.U.

and gave a recitation entitled uA Mother's First Babyu when she spoKe

at North-East Valley. She also attracted crowds to meetings of the

Dunedin District W.C.T.L1. and several othe>r organisations. She was

the White Ribbon(24). The
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suc ces sFu l . Soon afb;H' he "prac t i ca l l v died at hi post" and the

North-East Valley W,C.T.U. contributed five pounds to a fund for his

wife and children(25), In 1923 Miss.Jean 8egg who had represented New

Zealand at the World W.C.T.U. Convention in Philadelphia spoke about

of the Y.W.C.A. and directed their services in the Second World

The North-East Valley branch of the W.C.T.U. were closely involved

with their community in educational and fund raising event, No

mention was made in their minute booKs of members becoming practically

thought this work was best left to experts such as the Salvation Army.

In 1921 En ign Coombs spoKe to the October quarterly meeting about her

worK as a probation officer and the "sad cases" she came in contact

~\lith(28).

ports. The Rest provided alcohol free accommodation for sailors on

shore as an alternative to hotels and pubs. The first was set up in

Duned i n a,ftH a r-e so l ut i on at the second Annua'l Conve nt i on in IB87.

The members of the Union held a bazaar of worK and raised four hundred

pounds and the government granted a building near the wharf. The Rest

I,<Ja~, run by thE' t·J,c:r .U, lint i 1 191"7 1.'\Jhen con t r c l passe d into the hands,

of a committee(29). The W.C.T.U. set up and continued to run Rest in

other centres under the Department of Work among Seamen. In 1920 the

North ast Vs! ley branch joined effort with the Mothers' Union to

organise a concert to raise money for the
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Dunedin.

A MODEL PROGRAMME
FOR BAND OF HOPE OR PUBLIC MEETING.

... .. ... S.S. and Solos.
....... "The Four Seasons. If

~[, my ibeloved, is Moral ; A, is Allegorical : L, is LilNU]; and
'1', Theologic"ll. The ]\[01'81 is set forth to teach you drunkards
good ma nners ; therefore 1\1, mv masters; A" all of you; L,
listen; T, to my text! The Allegorical is when one thing is
spoken and another thing is meant. Now, the thing spoken
is Malt, but the thing 'meant is. Strong Beer, wherein you
drunkards make ~1, meat ; A, apparel; L, liberty, and T,
tl'eason~ The .Iiteral is, accordinc to the Letters, )1, rnuch ,
A, ale; L, little; '1', thrift-~I;ch Ale, Little Thrift. The
theological is according to effects in words, which I find in
my text to be' two kinds-c-Ist, in this world; 2nd, in the world
to come. Ist, in this world, the effects are, in some, ~f, Murder;
in other, A, ..Arson ; in Borne, L, Looseness of Life j and in 'others,
T, Treason. 2nd, in the world to come, in some, M, 1\fisery; in
others, A, Anguish; in some, L, Languishing j in others, '1',
Torment. i*'hcrefore my use shall. be exhortation ; M, my
~lasters! A, All of you; IJ, Leave off; '1', Tippling; or 2nd,
by way of commutation, I say, M, my Masters; A, All of ycu ;
L, Look for; '1', Torment. So much for the time and text.
Only by Wfij1 of caution take this: a drunkard is an annoyance
of modesty, the trouble of civility, the spoil of wealth, the
destruction of reason, the brewer's agent, t.he ale-wife's bene
factor, the beggar's companion, the-constable's trouble, his
wife's woe, his child runs horror, his neighbour's scoff, his own
shame, u 'wa lking; swill tub .. the picture of a heast and monster
of a man."
801o-wI'hl'oW out the Lifr I.ine".
Dialogue..... ,

rn a roun SEASONS,
[Spring-in pretty d ress, basket of flowers, crown of flowers. J.

1 gI'e"t you, my friends, as beautiful 8pring,
And a thousand gifts in my hand I bring;
These fresh culled flowers .1;,,1 yonder fields
Betoken the harvest my fostering yields.'
The Father who reigns in Iris Kingdom above
Proves by His bounty His name is Love.

[Summer-white dress, ,,:hite sunshade, golden crown.]
As Summer I stand before YOU,

Arrayed in mv beauty rar;,
\Vith the ~olden sun for everyone,

And gladness everywhere,

T bring f.n you all the promise
. That clouds shall pass away,
And Heaven above , where all is Iove ,

Shall he one sweet Summer dav.
[.~ utumn-s-With sickle, sheaf of wheat, basket of fruit, dress

covered with Autumn Ieaves.]
Behold, my friends, from a lavish Hand,
The fruits and gmins of our blessed land,
The Lord of the harvest, who cares for all,
Has bountifully given to great and small.
Look on His gifts, then lift your voice
And sing the glad song, "Rejoice, rejoice!"
Then a willing off,'ring lay at His feet,
And th" Harvest Home will be complete.

{Winter-In thick ulstcr, fur cap, "ape, muff', spotted with
wadding.]

I am \Vintpl', cold and dreary 1

And loved by few, I 1"'0\1';
I strip the trees ilf Ioliaco

And crown the hills °wilh snow.
Bnt you could not do without me,

For the hill, I fertilise,
And from tbe snows of 'Winter, .

Spring's vcrda nt fields arise.
l"' oung girl in ordinary rlress.]

The seasons of t.he year behold, .
From Summer's llPat to Winkr's cold:
Each one its appointed task to do.
And here is the moral I'd /)Qint to vou :
~r en sow in the Spring wit 1 the hope in view
Tll3t Autumn will Yield the harvest due.
Summer assists witIl smiling cheer.
Winter prepares for anotJwJ' veal'.
Tllke the lesson llflllle-do \'0;'1' duty well
In ~tour own short time wh~rcver you dw~ll;
Then hear the words from lips Dh·ine-
"Thou hast done thy hest, now Heaven's 1><,.t is thine,"

Teetotal Chain-
[All bow and retire.]

Part 80ng-"The Social Gla .." (Hoyles') Th. Choir

...The Choir.
Prnhibition. n

No llrnggit weans," no weary wives,
No women in fear of their yery Jives,
But merry maids, and bonny boys,
~Iaking streets ring with gladsome noise,

In the land of Prohibition.

No tempting bars, or drink-shops low,
No brawls or fights wherc'er you go~

But peace and plenty reign supreme
And life is one long, pleasant dream

. In the land of Prohibition.

No aching haarts , and dragging f('ri,
No unemployed in HJlV street,
But bounding step and cheery song,
And work for the willing, the brave, and stron~

In the land of Prohrblt.ion.
No frowning gaols, or prisons drear,
No criminals in training here,
The Union Jack-our Banner waves,
O'er men "who never shall he alaves,

In the land of Prohibition.

No public debt to crush us down,
No brcllking hanks to make us frown,
No empty coffers in thr State,
For debts arc small and incomes great,

In the land of Prohibition,

Oh glorlous country of my birth,
The grandest spot upon tlie earth,
Oh may I live to see the day
When "ll' thy woes shall pass a way,
And glorious, beautiful, and free,
Thou shalt hriRc, victoriously,

The Land of Prohihition!
....................... "Dod's Sermon on .:\IaJt."

Knowing well the difficulty experienced in many places in
getting up .. real, bright, thoroughly Temperance pu blie nweting
by the 10c,,1 Band of Hope, I thought it might help some if
I outlined a programme, and gave'a few original items for the
young people to carry out. Every item should be thoroughly
learned, and given with clear, ringing voice. 0

THE I'ROGRAlIllllE.

Opening Hymn, No. 1 Hoyles' 2!.?1l S.8. and 8010s.
Prayer.

SCHIl)TU RE-CIIAIN.

[This chain should be given Iby several of the children', one
at a time in turn, repeating tlie first 15 verses from memory,
then all in unison repeating the last set or verses.],

Hab. xv, 20; Isa, xxviii, T; Prov. xx, 1; Isa. xxviii, 1;
Prov, xxiii, 29 to 32; Prov, xxiti, 21; Hab. ii, 12; Prov. x, 19;
Jcr. xxxv , 6 and 19; Isa, xxiv, 9. .

All together. For thus saith the Lord-
Eph. v, '18; II Cor. v, 17,.18; Isa. lviii, 1; XX\\, 7·8.

8010-S.S. and Solos, No. 579, "Have Courage, my ho~', to say
N'o.u

CHAIRlIlAN'S ADDRESS.
(Brief, bright, and bracing.)

Chorlls-S.S. and Solos, Nti. 549 : ..
I~ecitation . , "The Land of

THE :,AND OF I'ROIilBITlON,
No broken windows, or hanging doors,
No gl'ensy walls, or filthy floors,
But pretty homes, and gardens fair,
Scent of sweet flowers- perfunw_, the air

In the land of Prohibition.

Reading ...
))0))'5 SERMON ON MALT.

John Dod, the author of this sermon, preached it under the
following eircurnsta nces :-Belng on .hia way to London, he was
met by some students of Oxford who insisted on his preaching
to them, there in a hollow tree, from the word :llalt. Having
remonstrated awhile to no purpose, he entered tho tree: and
delivered the Iollowinp discourse:-

flBeloved, let me crave )'our attC'ntion j for I am n little
man, come at a short warning, to preach a brier sermon upon
n small suhj~t to a thin congreglltion, in atl unwoJ'LhJ~ pulpit.
And now, my beloved, my text is malt, which I canuot didde
into sentences, for it hu none; Jlor into words, for the whoJe
matter is but 11 monosyllable, Therefore I must of necessity
divide it into letters, which I find in my text to he M A L_1'.



Seamen. They sold 11 dozen tickets raising six pounds and eighteen

sh ill ings for' the cau se (30:> •

]n 1920 the North-East Valley helped organise a United Band of Hope

for all the Churches in the Valley. By the end of its first year the

Band of Hope had 159 members and met every first Tuesday night in the

month. By the end of 1923 the membership was 279. The local Methodist

minister, the Rev.R.E.Fordyce was President and the leaders of other

protestant churches were vice-Presidents. The W.C.T.U. decided to help

because the Methodist Church had had difficulty getting people to help

organise the meetings of its Band of Hope. At the beginning of the

year each church had been responsible for a night's entertainment but

this was changed so that each church was responsible for two items

each night. They found this arrangement improved attendances. The

items performed were restricted to a temperance theme and there was

always a speech on temperance by one of the local ministers or by a

guej~t. Mrs.• Harr i s on Lee Cm.IJi€- o·f the Outlook pub l i sh ed a model

programme with the insructions that each item "be thoroughly learned,

and given with a clear, ringing voice."(31:>. Collections were held at

each meeting and a concert given in December' 1920 in the !...'al1ey TOI,\)n

Hall raised ten pounds for' the Nel,\) Zea l and A]l ianc e and one pound for

the services of the school band. The W.C.T.U. sponsored the prizes for

an essay competition each year- on the subject "Why Should every girl

or boy be a Band of Hope member?". They also awarded a trophY to the

member who got the most peop]e to join the Band of Hope(32).

The branch sent letters approving or disapproving government pol icy

on alcoho] and gambl ing to their local MP, the Minister of the

Government Department concerned and to the Prime Minister. In August

1920 there was "animated discussion" about whether or not to protest
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Since God, whose wisdom cannot err,
Has placed pure water everywhere,
We'll drink of that, and stronger grow
To fieht our Country's dea dilest foe.
Apd here we pledge'our heart and hand
For God, and Home, aud Native Land.

5th boy-Sir William Gull~ of world-wide fame,
, .' Chorus-Says Abstain.

6th boy~Canon Farrar once and again, I
Chorus--Says Abstain.

Nestor Grand
CllOru~Cries Abstain.

noble and good ofevery land,
Chorus-Say Abstain.

ALL TOGETHER.

I promise, by God's gracious love, to abstain from strong
drink and every evil, and use my political powers to vote in
the righteousness which exalteth a nation.

7th boy-s-Sir \Vilfred Lawson, our
~

8th boy-The

WHY I AM A TEETOTALLER.
CHAI!'\ FOR FIVE GIRLS AND EIGHT BOYS.

st girl-Because the flowers drink water and grow so fair,
Chorus-So will we.

2nd girl-The lambs are teetotallers everywhere,
Chorus-So are we.

3rd girl-The oxen are so st rong , can work al1 day long,
Chorus-So can we.

ah girl-The birds are teetotallers, and sing with zest,
Chorus-So do we.

::ith girl-Everything says that water is best,
I Chorus-So do we.
BOYS.

1st boy-\Veston, the walker, say,S "Abstain,"
Chorus-So do we.

2nd boy-i-Webb, who breasted the mighty main,
G.horus-We all agree.

31j boy-s-Hanlan, who dipped the feathered oar,
Chorus-Says, Abstain.

4th boy-Grace, who reached Australia's shore,
Chorus Cries Ahstain.



letter of appreciation was sent to the Honourable C.J,Parr, Minister

of Education, for his action in getting "scientific Temperance"

teaching into schools(34). The branch wrote to urge that provision be

moral ity to the Justice system. They asKed Miss Henderson (the

Dominion Secretary of the W.C.T.U.) to support a message of

appreciation being sent to President Harding of the U.S.A. because he

was a total abstainer(35). Another concern was the introduction of

I iquor I icenses into the King Country and the Prime Minister was urged

to keep the gOljer'nments promise to the t'la.or-i ch i eFs th a t liquor- 1,'HHJld

not be introduced to the area(36).

Generally the North-East Valley W.C.T.U. functioned as a support

for the National body raising funds (fifty pounds was collected in

1922) and educating the community about the prohibitionst and

temperance point of view. They also contributed to other organisations

such as the New Zealand All iance which did most of the organising for

pol itical campaigns. Members were asked to contribute sixpence a month

to the Fighting Fund in 1923 (not even an election year)(37). The

members also helped to collect money for the Dr.8arnado's Hmne in 1920

and collaborated with the Mother' Union in a street collection for

the West Ham Mission in London(38),

The branch undoubtedly served an important social function for it's

members and Kept them in contact with what was happening nationally

ac t ion st ill c i r'cums;,cr i bed



provided a socially acceptable means for women to act publ i Y'. The

North-East Valley branch often received invitations from local

churches to attend services en masse and also joined the Dunedin

District Union in a Church Parade held outside the Hanover street

Baptist Church(39). Mrs.Peart, the president of the branch, gave a

speech on the first woman MP in 1920 (Lady Astor in Britain) who was

also an ardent prohibitionist and read points from Lady Astors first

speech to ParI iament(31). An "American Tea" given by one of the

members to raise money was obviously enjoyed as entertainment for the

party each woman had to tell how she had obtained the money she

gave(40). While the North-East Valley branch usually acted in the most

respectable ways and did not compromise their traditional femininity

openly, the comaraderie of the group gave women support to travel

around New Zealand to the various conventions and to occasionally

s t and on s t re e t cor-ner-s and go Fr-om door to door campaigning. In 1918

the VJOnH?n t ook part in a "Hurricane Campaign" and collected 1503

s i qna ture s (it is. not clear 1,<Jhat t hs campaign I.A,las· about in t he

minutes)(41) •

Initiation into the Women's Christian TempE'rancE' Union must have

been an emotional occasion which would have created strong bonds

between the members and thE' Initiatory Service contained powerfully

emot iona 1 1anguage;

"Dear Si s t er,

We welcome you to Our Union in the name of Him who hath

sent us to bind up the broKen-hearted , to proclaim 1 iberty to the

captives, and the opening of prison doors to thE'm that are bound.

Thousands of the sons, and the daughters of our land are bound by the

cruel chains of drunKenness and we pIe
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Jesus our strength and our Redeemer, to go forth and seek to break

their bonds asunder and to work and pray till death or victory, to

remove the stumbering-blocks out of the way of our weaker Bretheren

and Sisters, in the name of Jehovah who says now, as He said od old

'certainlY I will be with thee' ..... Unite and Sing, Praise God from

whom all blessings flow, Praise Him who heals the deepest woe, Praise

Him who leads the Temperance Host, Praise Father, Son and Holy

Ghost."(42).

IAhile in actual number-s women may not have been elS. irnp ort an t as. men

in the prohibition movement, they certainly played a large part. The

ac t i v i t i es of the I,<J.C.T.U. rnu s t be seen in the light of the f ac t that

it 1,0,)<:15 unusu a l fOI' women to be publ lcall v pol it i ca l l v active in the

early twentieth century. Although their numbers were small the fact

that women were commonly perceived to be a strong force in the

prohibition movement points to the conclusion that they were. In

Dunedin the membership of the North-East Valley branch was much higher

at 5.47% of the total female population than the national figure of

below 1% of the total female population over 21. The fact that several

national l eader s of the I,J.C.T.L1. lived in Dunedin probab l v he l ped

ra i s e the consc i ousn es s of I)wrnen her-e to a greater' extent than in

other' are as , The IA.C.T.U. a l l ov.ie d women in Dune d i n to act pol i t i c a l l v

and publ i ca ll v wh i l s r e t a i n lnq their' r-e spec t ab i l i t y ,
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CONCLUSION

In Dunedin from 1919 to 1923 the prohibition movement continued its

worK as before. It mainly concentrated on obtaining prohibition

through the polls in 1919 and 1922 although some, notably the

W.C.T.U., were involved in other activities such as fund raising for

the Seamen's Rests.

This study has concentrated on the Presbyterians, the Catho! ics and

the W.e.T.ll. because evidence of their activities was available in

Dunedin. The other protestant churches were also involved in the

movement to varying degrees. The minutes of the Annual Conferences of

the t"lethodist Chur-ch cd r'h?vJ Zealr.\nd give some clue as to their

attitudes on the question. LiKe the Presbyterians they urged their

members to worK for prohibition Bnd designated certain Sundays as

Temperance Sundays(I). Some Methodist churches ran Bands of Hope and

the number of these and their membership grew throughout the period.

In 1919 the Temperance and Morals Committee urged increased effort

wi t h the Bands of Hope as they had been declining. In 1919 in Ohgo

there were 3 Bands of Hope with 178 members altogether. By 1923 there

were 6 Bands of Hope in Dunedin with a total of 406 members(2). The

Temperance and Morals Committee passed resolutions expressing support

to the i ntroduc t i on of t ernp eranc e i nst r-uc t i on in scb oo l s , supp ort of

r-ernov al of the State Control and Purchase opt i on from the ba l l o t

paper, objection to the "misleading statements" in the press about

prohibition in I~merica! and concern about the state of the e l ec t ora l

ThE' t~nglican Chur-ch gener'ally left the proh i b i t i on que s t i on up to
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a motion was discussed "that this synod desires church people to vote

in fal}our' o·f proh i b i t i on ;" In thE' d i sscuss i on o·f the motion it became

issue and the motion was lost(4), The example of Christ was cillnmented

on in the disscu ion, aspe lally the miracle at the Cana wedding

(John 2.vl-12) when Christ was reported to have made wine out of water

and St.Paul Preaching of voluntary abstinence(5).

A s g concern of the prohibitionists was that the electoral rolls

of the W.C.T.U. in New Zealand, J.Wood has investigated this problem.

She quote from John.A.lee's book 'For Mine is The Kin om'. Lee tell

of a friend who was an organiser for the Hotel and Restaurant Worker's

Union who said, "I know of over a thousand votes the Trade polled in

the wartime referendum. On the

carried from booth to booth. We ere given a name at each poll ing

placE'.

"1 polled thirty votes in that referendum and was well paid for

poll ing th(~m ... The Tr-ade had sent a l onq peop l e to r eq i s t er- as poll

returning officers were appointed. Our group polled eight or nine

hundred votes and we were not the only group in New Zealand. J'm sure

Prohibition polled enough to carry prohibition in spite of the

soldiers' vote, if a couple of thousand other votes had not been

p\Jl'lt~d."(7)

the polls it i certain that the introduction of the State Purchase

and Control option did prevent National Prohibition ever being

carried~ After it was began to u r j;ji~ that it



be removed from the ballot paper and accused the government of

sucumbing to pressure from the "Trade" when it was introduced.

C.B.Kerr has found that the activitie of prohibitioni t in

Dunedin as in New Zealand in the early twentieth century did not

lessen the consumption of alcohol and transformed the pub from a

c ornrnun i t v c en t re cd en t ert a i nmen t (in thE' lE:50" ) to little mor-e t han

drinKing shops where men raced to consume as much beer as possible

before six 0'clock(8). It is questionable as to whether pubs would

have remained a centre of the community as they had been in the early

years of New Zealand. In fact they were a centre for the male

community which predominated in the frontier society and as the

a clash of interest. Prohibitionists were rightly concerned at the

much.

breweries amalgamated under New Zealand Breweries Ltd. At the time a

rne e t i n9 I,oJas hi? 1d b::1 proh ibit ion ists ,for the pur-p os e Cif se 11 i ng

"I ibE'r-ty bonds "; In con tras t with the 10X If.!hich the "Tr'cldE'" 9i:<.1)C'

per-petuity, 10X in grE'ater efficiency and 50X in happier hernes. ThE'

Reverend John Dawson (a representative of the New Zealand All iane from

1,...Ie'I'1 in9ton) cornrne nt ed that he hoped t ha t the merqe r of the br'e'.lJer'/

companie would help the prohibitionists slay the Trade, he did not

th meeting; Mrs.Don, Dominion President of the W.e.T.U., Mr.Charle

Todd occupied the chair and H;SiAdarns (a Dunedin
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N,Z.A, and th~ ~Iusiv~ United Temperance Reform Council) thanKed the

speakers for their addresses(9'.

In Dunedin in 1919-22 it seems that the prohibition movement

basically conformed to Griggs' thesis that it was a based on a middl

c ass ideology of thrift, sobriety and industry as a means to

S(~1f impr ovement arid r esp ectab i l i'ty, Here a,s els.!J,lher·e p roh i b lt l on i t

bel i eved that if on l v the~i could stop thE' c onsump t i on cd a l coho l thE'n

the problems of society would be solved. The class analysi of th

North-East Valley Pre t er i an Ch ur ch cornrn Cln i 0 1I r 0 lIshOl,\.! So t hat rna n ~i

of it member were middle class. Although there was also a large

;;woup f rom t he IOI,'Jl?r status. occupational 9r·oupinqs. it s eerns prchab l e

th at th i s group liJi1S asp ir i nq to r-esp ec t abl ity through t he i r chur-ch

att~ndance. It cannot be assumed that all th~ people who att~nd~d

crn~rnunion at the church supported the Pre terian Church's stand on

prohibition but the North-East Valley Church was one which was

prominent in its publ i c st a t erne n t s on prch i b i t i on so it se erns l i kel y

that the majority of its' members supported prohibition. The

opposition to prohibition expressed in the New Zealand Tablet may have

r'€'flected the opinions. of local C~dhol iCE., Bscau se o·f the s t ronq

condemn tory attitude of th Tablet and th Church Hierarchy it wa

un l i ke l v that many prch i b i t i on ist Ca t ho l i cs 1,',.IOulcJ hav o w i de l v

publ i c i se d tIH~ir' v i ews , Charl ee Todd he i nq t he excep t i on . Becuass of

th i s it is. di·f·ficult to gc\uge the local C"liho'lie comrnun i t v/ s

i nvo l verne nt but it i 1 i ke l v that i't 1).)i~S most l v neqa t l ve . f;~ l arqe

pr-op ort i on of pub I i cans 1,.\)0r-e Cat ho l i c and it i,:;, probab l e that alcohol

consumption Ii,)a. rnore acc ept abl e in the Cath ol i c communi ty than in t he

Pro t es t an t .
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th& results of th& poll w&re encouraging, prohibition had gain&d more

votes than continuance, and the prohibition issue had permeated all of

society and proc eede d to name a I i s t cd middle cl ass oc upa t i ons to

which prohibitionists belonged(10). Adams assumed that the movement'

association with the respectable middle class gave the movement

cre d i b i l i t y , Hm.\je'.}flr the poll re su lt s tnr ouqh t.he re st DJf the 1.9205

were to prove him wrong. The changes in society which occured in the

later twenties eventual!/ undermined the prohibitionist ideology and

gave greater credibil ity to the labour movement and the Labour Party

in the thirties. Prohibition was no longer the answer to the problems

Q·f soc i e t v and moder-n 1 i v i nq wh i ch it had se eme d in t he L,dE'

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
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Address: 13 .Littlebourne Crescent, Dunedin.

Every District in New Zealand is urged to work up the following Pageant as a great
Spectaculan Appeal to the Public :- '

PERSONtE: '

19

APPENDix

Cowie's Page.
~utIock.\tbeJANUARY 28, 1919.

.' Mrs Harrisori Lee

THE ANGEL OF TEMPERANCE risiuu out of ruins holding in her hands the globe of 11 New
'World, and white ribbon. She sings "All Round the ",Vorlll"- while tying the ribbon around
the globe. Unseen siug'ers take up the chorus "rt!$ Coming," to tune of "Poor Old Joe."

RUSSIA advances, accompauied by u11 her smaller St~teS'L-Polund, lCinlund,;Litnuunia, ctc., etc.
National Anthem, "God the A11 Terrible." Russia recites. " Choir sings ."The 13J'ight Future
Day." ; ,

FRANCE, with her attendants-Morocco, Algiers, nnrl :ill islands under French con'trol. "The :JIur-
seillais." Franco rccites.

ROUMANIA.-National Anthem. Recites. Choir SlIJg'S "He Cares for Me."
ITALY.-=Nntional Anthem'. Hccites.
BRITAIN, accompanied by Englallll, Ireland, Scotland, ,:rale~. Nu tioun l Anthem. Recites. Choir

sings "}1y Promise."
CANADA.-Natiollal son g; ,Heejtes. Choir sings "Victory."
AMERICA.--"'l'he Star-spmurlerl Banner." Recites. All sing "The Buttle Hymn "2£ the Il epubl ic."
AUSTRALIA, with six States.' Recites. Choir sings "A Voting' Prayer."
NEW ZEALAND.-Choir sings :'Haste to New Zealand." Recites. All slllg "When the Drink is

Swppt Away." .
CRAND FINALE. DOXOLOGY.

JP@l,~Iri(Q)~ii(C JPIf(Q)lhiilbii~ii(Q)Jnl PSlgcealJI]~o'
By Mrs HARR/SON LEE COW/E.

(Chorus.)
\ramen of our nation, join the women's

band;
Men, arise, the call of God obey;

Children, Jesus needs you-one and all
_ must stand.
'Gainst the fearful demon holding sway.

(Chorus.] ,
By and by the glory, all the world for

Goo; .
Drink and evil Bhall be overthrown;

Souls of ransomed drunkards, soul. <If lost
- v. reclaimed,
Sing the song of victory round the

Throne.
(Chorus.)

Chorus:

I will nbstuin, I will abstain,
For I the prize would gain;
Men daily sink in vice and drink;
1 promise to abstain.

The glorious dower of health and power
No rice shall take from me;

I r iae a king o'er everything
That fain would conquer me.'

victory ,
, 1 '.' (Chorus.)

I, My soul is G~'s to lift to heaven,
for M1. life is' His to rule;

I WIll uot waste my glorious gifts
_ In folly's bitter school.

(Chorus. )

WH/TE RIBBON SONG.

Tunc: "Poor Old .1DC."·

The Angel of Temp ernnce sings:
All round the world, the Ribbon White is

twined. I, •

All round the ...orld the glorious light ha!
shined, " '

All round the world our cause ha-s right
of way.

We'll raise the anthem swell of
some glad day.

Chorus:
It'i coming, it's coming, the morn

which we pray.
We'Il take the world for Christ's own

kingdom some glad day. '

All round the world where sounds the note
of woe;

There in God's strength our Ribbon White
(s1,.1I go. '

Emblem of Peace, of Purity's bright ray,
'Twill bind our ain-stained ,earth to

heaven some glad day.

All round the world hosannas yet shall
ring.:

All lands and climes the Saviour's praise
shall sing. ..

No jarring note shall mar that rapturous
. lay, . ' ,

'Twill rise from all the sin-saved nations
some glad day.

BR/TA/N.-"My PromIBe."

By Mns Hxnnrsox LEE .C<lWIE.

'rUll~ :, "Auld -Lang SYlJe."

, Should all life's lesson be. in vain
And me-n go on in sin,

When all the world now cries "A bstain," ,
If manhood's crown you'd win 1

CA NA D A,--:-' 'Vlclory,"

By 1I1IlS HAIlIllSON LEE OoWIE.

Tu,!e: No. 39, Sankey's,

Sing tile §ong of gladness; loud your
voices ra ise,

}'ealin)( forth tbe praise. of your King.
Let the stirring echoes sound through

every land,
And. your triumph song ol ~ictory sing.

Chorus: \
,Victory, victory ! how the echoes ring I
Vict{Jry. victory! through -our con'Iuermg

, King!
Jesus js our Leader; we will never shrink
Till weoverthrc~1r the demon Drink.

Break the bonds or Satan, set the captive
free,

Dry the mourners' teu'fi~ for evermore;
Strengthen ye the weak ones, make the

blind to see- '
- Glory waits to crown us on before.

AUSTRAL/A.-HA Voting Prayer,"

By MIlS HAllIlISON LEE Cowiz.

Tune: "Sun of My Soul."

I see the Renlle SUV\ot'Jr starid
By, pollinj< booths throughout the land;
H~ there beholds the votes men bring
1'p crucify .or crown Him King.

Oh, God, that ever men should 1'1'0..1'
"Do Thou Thy will in me Mo-day."
Then vote for drink, And criffle and loss,
Nailing' Christ 10 ehamq's cruel cross.

Oh, ,grant 'that everywhere t~is ,day
Men s votes may Bweev drink s power

, away,
And children find in e\'Cry street
Straight pathways for their little feet:

God of our lives, to Thee we bring
Our vot es, our nil, to crown Thee King;
And plead that now and every day
Thy SOilS may vole just as they pray.

:1 ',.



,-'-----------
Grand Patriotic Prohibition Pageant.'-:"'Conti1ZUed.

I stood between' opposing...Iorces great,
Seeking to be a p'eaceful, neutral State,
But fierce and wild the war of all the

world
Against me all its mighty lorces hurled,

,And I in self-defence unsheathed the
sword,

And sought to stay the fierce advancing
, horde '

,The liquo~ first I banned, that' men might
'\ fight . ,

With holier zeal for God and home and
right; ,

Then stood beside the Allies, this my cry:
.. :1<'01' honour and for truth I dare to die."

Choir sings jf He Cares for Me."

JANUAIW 28, 1919.

BRITAIN.-Natlonal Anthem.
Accompanied by England, Ireland,

Scotland, and Wales.

GANADA.-Natlonal Song.

But Italy could not withstand
, The cry of helpless Statee,

'When hattering rama with ruthless
power

Beat down the neutral gates.
To face her nation's ancient foe-

Proud Austria, drawing nigh
Italia's sons unsheathed the sword,

Prepared to win or die.
But first the wine must be' curtailed,

'1'.0 keep the Austrian out
So thirty thousand liquor shop.

Were turned to right about,
And Italy hue done her part

Against the deadly three-
'111e German, Austrian, and the Drink

To set the wide world free.

In shame I bow mv head and mourn my
gnllant dead"':'

My noble dead, whose blood was spilt
in vain;

For in that awful hour when rose the
Gerrnaru Power,

A mightier wrong declared its right to
reign.

Though our own n~ble King cast out the
evil thing,

And called on everyone to do and dare,
This hydra-headed foe dealL hunger,

death, and woe,
And brought to England's leaders black

despair.

The golden gra'in did pour into its raven
ing maw

While starving women cried in vain for
bread.

No sugar Ior our brave, ,no coal to warm
and save; .

The drink fiend mocked the living,
' shamed the dead.

1'\\'0 hundred million pound. wrung from
an Empire's wounds

Enrich. the hrewers on their throne to.
day, ..

While little "hild~·en.cry. and ;bra\'e men
moan and die, '

And still Drink reigns in -undisputed
sway.

Oh, children of mo' love, cry to' your God
above

To wrench the drink fiend'a shackles
from'my isles, '

For m ili trrry dreams and German ,Bub·
marines

Are not so deadly as 'the brewer's wiles.

Cease not to pray and plead 101' Britain
in her need

YOU!' own chains snap; then help me
" loose my load

Out of the awful pit on Chrlst's OWl;

throne to Bit, .
Owning no conqueror but the Son of

God.
Hosanna to His name, whose righL it is

to reign, \
Whose love redeems and makes a nation

great.
\Vith Drink forever slnin, my Empire once

,. again •
Shall stand for right. and truth ill every

.State.
C'h'oir sings Cl My Promise."

The British's lion's 'cubs roamed far and
wide,

',Neath India's palms and by Atln.nt.ic's
tide, \

Up Arctic heights and 'neath the firefly';
glow,

Fuithlul.to friend and [ust to every foe.

'~utIoolt.

attendants: Algiers, Morocco,
etc., stc.)

danger, I danced and smiled,
lightsome heart of"a merry

F RA N CE.-" Marselllalse."

Ube

ITALY.-Nalional Anthem.

ROUMANIA.-National Anthem.

Vodka was banished and I became
A human being in more than name,
With soul and body and brain redeemed
N ever a foe bwt I light esteemed.
I knelt to my Ikons, sprang to the fray,
A mighty nation born m a day.
While vodka Was banned and I was free
Never an allybnt trusted me.
Then came the withering blight again
Vodka, anarchy, riot, and pain ;
And every Ally now mourns my loss
And falk with me 'neath "the iron cross."
Men and women, oh, slay the drink J
Or Russia is doomed in horror to sink,
And the world will reel 'neath the fear-

ful blast,
If vodka and anarchy reign at last.

(With her

My land of sunshine and of song,
Of romance, art, and fame,

'Shrank back when belched the deadly
gun

And gleamed war's lur'id flame.

Careless of
With I the
. 'child;
My wine with its ruby gleam I quaffed, ~

And oft-times stooped to the stronger
draught.

The ab'sinthe-fier~estof liquid fire, 
That withers and shrivels the soul's desire,
And makes of a man one hellish thirst,
And ,sinks him to depths of tile thrice

accursed.

God was forgotten, and life was iSa)',
And every passion was given full sway;
When, hark! at OWl' gates the cannons

roar:
Remembered from forty years befm'e.,

Merciless, mighty, and keen for the frar,
Prepared for the awful, ominous "Day' ;
And I. so careless and light and gay,
Had sinned my sons and my powers
" away. '

But into my soul a new life poured,
And out on my foes the great !luns roared,
And General Joffrc, loyal to Fance,
Flashed o'er the land his eagle glance.

And saw ono cause for his country's woe
Greater than even the German foe,

,And straightway banished the absinthe'
vile,· '",

And made of the traffic a funeral pile. '
And the makers, in wisdom, acquiesced:
~"We are patriots first., distillers next."

And the soul of France has Iound a road
'1'0 service and sacrifice, duty and God.

Choir sings "The Bright Future Da·y."

conquer-

RUSSIA.
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ring.

ROUMANIA.-"He Cares for Me."

, I.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done;
Deliver us, oh, God's dear Son j

And let the children all he fed
Each day with love and daily bread.

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Ureat leaders of our Temperance Host,
We come for strength and power and

grace,
To save our land from drink's disgrace.

By Mns H ARIllSON J~EF, COWIE.

(Tune: H Ye Banks and Brass."

Oh, soaring bird, sweet songs you' sing;
With rapturous joy you praise your King.
Your faith and truet how can J reach !
Oh, come, sweet hird, my soul to teach.

Answer:
I can believe, I do believe
That God, my Maker, cares for me;
And so on soaring wing J rise
To trill my anthems in the skies.

Oh, whispering wind, I hear your song
Now soft and low, now loud and strong.
Oh, tell 1)1e who directs your way?
Teach me the power that you obey.

Answer:
I can believe, I do believe.
That God, my Maker, plans my way;
O'er ocean deep and mountain steep
His sovereign laws 1 gladly keep.

"-
Oh, soul redeemed from drink and sin,
How could you such a victory win?
Who helped you break your galling chain!
H,,,,' did you rise to heaven again?

Answer:
I do believe, I can believe,
That God, my Father, cares for me;
That .from above He atooped in love
From drink and death to set me free.

RUSSIA.-"The Bright Future Day."

Tune: No. 9, Sankey's,
There'. a work that is grander than rest,

There's a fight that's more glorious than
peace, ,

And a Captain to lead forth His hosts
Till strong drink and its powers shall

cease.
Chorus:

In the 'j,right future. day
We shall stand as our Lord's

ing host. (Repeat.)

We shall tell of tbe triumphs 'of right,
Of the victories gained thrO\lgh our

, King;
All the weary and sad ehall rejoice

And the songs of the rnnsomed shall

(Chorus.)
All the chains from the captives shall fall,

All the drunkards shall soon be set free,
All the widows and orphans shall shout.,

Praise the Lord for the grand victory.
(Ohorus.)

"God the All Terrible." (National
1\ Anthem.)

(Accompanied by her Dependeoicies:
Finland. Poland, Lithuania, etc., etc.)

,Steeped in ignorance, vice, and drink
My soul enslaved that I could not think;
Crushed and trammelled within, without,
My goal a prison my way thA knout.
Yearning witl\ great dumb cries for light,

~~~~e~h~ ~·~t ]~r;e~~a~~:~e;::~hi;nife
Cut through the blackness of my life.
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Grand Patriotic Prohibition Pageant.-ColZclztde~.

Copie. may be obtai~ed from Mrs. Lee Cowie.

,Truth and righteouaness will tlourish
And the cause of Christ increase,

For, instead of homes of Borrow I

There'lI be homes of joy and peace.
And our nation will get better,

And grow richer every day, .
'When the bars are closed Ior ever

And the ·drink is swel't away.

(Chorus. )

DOXOLDGY.

The above Pageant won a Prize in Au.tralia. Price 3d' (post free)

Swept uway; Oh, swept a.\\'~IJ· J
'When the drink .is swept "way, "'fl
There'JI be work Ior everybody, !'l
And we'JI all get better pay
When the 1x1I'S are closed for ever
And the drink is swept away.' ,

'I'he wounded and sick we win, cornfci
and Ileal,

The aged and poor shall nOJ,o\'erly feel
For g'rnut our resources, all greater ou

love,
And great is our Saviour Who rules Iror.

above.

My men of New Zealand shall rise
their \"rath

And hurl the vile traitor dean out of IT

path;
My women beloved shall reach out the

arms
To sa vc the young ;.children from Drink

dread alarms.

For ".GOO'8 Own Country." in truth a
in name,

Shall banish the t.rafflc of sorrow am
shame;

And rarliarrb in power and beauty shall b,
111is gem of the Austral, this land of thl

free. .
Then on ward , my people, the goal is ir

view,
And the God of aJI battles will carry yot

tIirough.

GRAND FINALE.

"When the Drink Is swept Away."

Tune: .. When the Mists Have Rolled

Away" (Sunkey's, 606).

Fight ~n, comrades, don't give over,
For I'm sure we're gaining ground 1

In the ranks Qf our 'blesl. a·rlllY
Some once drunkards now Me Iouud.

Don't, grow weary or Iaint-hearted,
Keep on fighl.ing every day,

Till the bars are dosed for ever,
• And the drink is swept away.

Chorus: '

.All the little hungry children
Will have' quite enough to eat;

No more SIlO cless little bairuies
Will be Iound upon our streets;

And the poor degraded drunkard
; Will be sober every day,

When the bars are closed for ever
And the drink is swept away'.

(Ohorus.)

All our taxes will be lessened,
And our police ha ve less to do;

All our gaols will nigh be ernptv.
And every poorhouse, too.

Every trade will then bebu'j',
Every man will '[h1Y his way,

.When the bars are closed for ever
.' Aud the drink is swept, away.

(Chorus.)

rebukes the...
pure water is. wealth to

NEW ZEALAND.

Oue shower from heaven
black. hand,

And proves that
oar land,

The 8~rugg]e is on against Liquorriom's
, r-elgn,

And never sha 11 cease till the victory we
gain.

Uod's wor-kmen ma.y die, but the work
shall not cease

Till righleousness heralds the Angel of
Peace,

Till Drink, the destroyer, is hurled from
his throne, ~

And I.he Saviour of men comes into Hie
own,

And the cross that shines o'er us shall
blazon the road ~

To freedom and gJOl'Y, to heaven und God.

Choir sings II A Voting Prayer."

AUSTRALIA.

My beaut.if ul laud of the wattle tree bloom
H"" guerdons of gold and limitless room,
Mountains and forests and wlde-stratcbing

plains .
Asking of God but His life-giving "tins.

·Waler to us is a blessing untold,
Ureater than even our mountains of gold.
The drink trade in arrogance boastfully

prates
Of It customs" and (j revenue H given the

I States.

Accompanied by six Slates.

And the star-spangled banner in beauty
unfurled

Leads temperance heroes to conquer the
world.

All sin~ "The RaWe Hymn of the
Republic.'

Choir sings, IIIJaste to New Zealand."
Tune, .. Throw out the Lire-line." .

Haste to N en' Zealand the .Iand of the
Ires,

Fairest of isle' of the greal. southern sea,
Here from Drink's bondage my nation

behold
:kising in triumph to glories untold,

., Chorus.
Vole out the drink trade, vote out, et c.,

Sweep the drink traffic away.
Vote out, etc., "

"I'hie is our message to-day.

Hasfe to K"w Zealand, and here you will
find '. I

Hearts that are lofty and noble and kind.
Free men and women now vote as they
, pray, '.
Sweeping the curse of our nation away.l.

Chorus (tune; 28 Sankey's N.E.). "\

The land of 'the long white cloud am I,
. A star gem' dropped from the aouthern

sky,
Loyal to Britain, to truth. and to right,
"The last man and shilling" We've pledged

to the fight. " '. '

Dot Drink, the Hun's ally, drains mueh of
my gold-

Four millions a year is the least, I am
tol<1,- .

\VhiIe intellect, character, courage, an;!
place

Go down I.hrongh the truffle to endless
disgrace. . .

AMERICA.

"The star Spangled Banner."

Under the star.spangled banner l;ehold
A nation uniting the new and the old,
Great Liberty's torch lighting up a new

way •
For America's sons in ba.tt le array.

Youn~, brave, and free, the cubs with
virile strength

Gambolled, and played, and fought the
· Empire's length,.
When sudden came the sound of strife and

blows, .
And" maple leaves" fell round our "Lady

of the Snows." .-

And, answering roar with roar, the young
cubs sprang . '

To face the Ioeman's steel; the battles
clang,

But ere tbey reached the fiery Flanders
front,

They flung all weights, to face the battle's
brunt,

Choir sings 11 Victory."

They rolled the liquor traffic from the
land, • .

That curse of nations stamped with Cain's
own brand;

Then, freed from sins that could but block
and blight,

'F'ortb stood Canadian cubs in dauntless
might,

And glorious in their prowess leaped the
seas

To bring the fierce' oppressors to their
knees.

And over sea and land and battlefield
The conquering cubs held high the glitter.

, ing Shield. '

Freed from the drink Hend's thrall, lhey
now can faeo

. All other tyrants of the human race,
And when they sheathe the sword, o'er

conquered wrong,
To God and God alone they'll raise their

song;
And, though the fallen leuves come not

again,
In righteousness shall Canada, our great

Dominion, reign.

Mighty the country and wondrous its
s'peed,

PouI'lng its millions to meet the world's
need-

1I1en and munitions, grain, gold, and gear;
Bur, halt! there's 110 room for the enemy

· -Beer.

Destroyer of men, of food, and of p'l\\ ei',
.Thv doom is decreed in the" odd's tlagic

• hour.
You have lost us the battles that valour

should win
Byle'KU?g our legion" through' pathways,

of .sin, / . .-:

You have robbed us of Iood, of ships,
. .a nd of trains,
Of coal, and munitions, .of genius,' and

brains, '. ,
And now ae a traitor, betrayer, and "py
Tbe States have decreed that the traflic

shall die.

'And never again shall the flag nf the free
Prolect 'neath its folds such a blighter as

thee,
111e victory in France shall be final and

grand
Bscause we have b~1nished King Booze

from our land,
r




