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A History of the Otago University
DURING ITS MINORITY.

INTRODUCTION.

N presenting to our readers this Special Number of the Otago 
ij|; University R eview, we wish to say a few words in explana- 
''S? tion of its scope and purposes, and to explain the reasons 

that led to its publication.
The University of Otago having this year completed the 

twenty-first year of its existence, it was thonght advisable 
by the College authorities that the session of 1893 should 

be inaugurated by a ceremony celebrating the attainment of majority 
by the University.

Accordingly, on the afternoon of Saturday, the 8tli April, a large 
number of those interested in the University and the cause of 
education assembled in the College Library. Here were delivered 
addresses by the Rev. Dr. Stuart, Dr. Sliand, Professor Sale, Dr. 
Fitchett, and Sir Robert Stout, dealing with the foundation, early 
history, and progress of the Otago University, and with other kindred 
topics relating to University education in New Zealand and elsewhere.

In order to preserve these addresses, comprising as they did 
a history of University education in Otago, the editors of the 
R eview, at the suggestion of some of the members of the Otago 
University Council, resolved to publish this Special Number, 
embodying an account of this ceremony, together witli the addresses 
there delivered. It was also resolved to add to these addresses 
a short account of the Mining Sohool and of the Museum, 
with a short outline of the origin and history of each institution 
connected with the University. It was not thought necessary 
to include separate histories of the Schools of Medicine and Law, 
as these wore part and parcel of the history of the University 
detailed with great fulness in Dr. Sband’s address on “  The Growth.
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and Work of the Otago University.”  To render this work still more- 
interesting and attractive, it was resolved to insert plates of the 
past and present Chancellors of the University, of the old University 
Buildings in Princes street (now the Colonial Bank buildings), of the 
present University buildings in Castle street, and of the Museum.

In order to aid the work of publication, necessitating as it 
did a large amount of expense, the Council of the Otago University 
generously voted the sum of £10 towards the cost of this issue. We 
beg here to thank them, in the name of the students, for their liberal- 
grant, and to take it as an indication of the amicable relations which 
do, and we hope always will, exist between the Council and the 
students. The balance of the sum necessary to defray the expenses ■ 
of publishing this number we hope to raise by sale and by private 
subscription.

The addresses delivered at the above-mentioned ceremony are 
here inserted consecutively under the heading “  The Celebration of 
the Twenty-first Anniversary of the University of Otago.” Dr. 
Fitchett’s address on “  University Education in other parts of New 
Zealand,” being delivered from notes merely, and very insufficiently 
reported in the daily papers, we have been obliged, at his own request, 
to leave out. The other addresses are : “  The Foundation of the 
Otago University,”  by Bev. Dr. Stuart; “  The Growth and Work of 
the Otago University,”  by Dr. Shand ; “ Recent Changes in the 
Old English Universities,” by Professor Sale ; and “  The Future 
of the Otago University,”  by Sir Robert Stout.

The University institutions whose histories are here detailed are : 
The Debating Society, the Students’ Association, T he R eview , the 
Christian Alliance, the Dramatic Club, the Football Club, and the 
Lawn Tennis Club.

And here we must record our appreciation of the services 
of those who have aided us so much in this work by the readiness 
which they have shown in contributing the articles contained in this 
issue. We cannot adequately express our deep sense of gratitude to- 
our contributors, who have cheerfully expended so much careful and 
earnest labour in the compilation of the articles here set forth.

In conclusion, we would remark that we have striven to render 
this little work, as far as possible, a complete epitome of the history 
of the University since its foundation, both as regards University work 
and University institutions. We have, we hope, embodied here a
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record, however brief and imperfect, of the first twenty-one years 
existence of our College ; and we re-echo the prayer of our worthy 
Chancellor that the “  University of Otago, through the overruling 
Providence of Heaven, may flourish more and more as the years roll 
on, and contribute to the advancement of science and sound learning, 
the promotion of the material and moral interests of tire colony, and 
the establishment of our people in the righteousness which exalteth 
the nation, and thus help forward the noble ends contemplated by 
its founders.’*

ADDRESSES DELIVERED AT THE

i&cUbvatxon of

THE FOUNDATION OF THE OTAGO UNIVERSITY.

(By Rev. D. M. Stoaht, D.D., Chancellor of the University.)
The Chancellor said: I  deeply regret, on the occasion of the 

celebration of the majority of our University, the absence of Dr. 
Hislop, owing to illness, of Dr. Macgregor, of Wellington, our first 
Professor of Mental and Moral Philosophy and Political Economy, 
owing to prior engagements, and of a representation of the Professorial 
Board of Canterbury College, owing to the classes being in session. I 
am glad to see in the audience John McLean, Esq., of Red Castle, 
who was one of the speakers at the opening of the University, and 
who did yeoman service as a member of the Provincial Council o f 
Otago in obtaining additional endowments which enabled the Council, 
not only to increase the teaching staff, but also to found the Medical 
School.

The Otago Settlement, an offshoot of the Free Church of 
Scotland, in its beginning, was founded ac the urgent request of the 
New Zealand Company by a body of fifty elders, known as the Lay 
Association for colonizing Otago—all of them leaders in a community 
which, in the course of the first five years of its stirring history, 
erected manses, oburohes, and schools for over five hundred congrega
tions, two fully equipped Normal schools, and two theological colleges. 
But this was not all. The Disruption wave having brought to its door 
all the missionaries of the Church of Scotland in India, Constantinople, 
and other centres, they provided them with residences, schools, 
college premises, and maintenance. The Lay Association held with 
their church chat in undertaking to found a colony of friends and 
brethren in the Britain of the South it must place within their reach
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not only church and school, but also, as the settlement extended 
and the population increased, the means of the higher education— 
secondary schools and the University. And beyond doubt and question 
had it continued on the lines on which it was founded, these and the 
kindred institutions, which are the corn and wine of Christian civilisa
tion and well-being, would have been provided. The Association, by 
placing Captain Cargill, Rev. Dr. Burns, and Mr. John McGlashan at 
the head of the enterprise, showed that their ideal of colonisation was 
of the highest order. As you know, the practical bankruptcy of the 
noble New Zealand Company crippled the settlement before it had 
time to enter upon its heritage; but the imperishable seeds of education 
and religion had, however, rooted themselves in the minds of the 
settlers, and continued to grow amid the struggles incident to all such 
beginnings. There was the utmost unanimity among them as to the 
importance and necessity of secondary and higher education.

In the fourteenth year of the settlement, the Presbytery of Otago 
(1861) resolved that the end contemplated by the trust relative to 
education would be best met by the establishment of a collegiate 
institution. Next year a committee of the court brought up a report 
recommending the immediate erection of a college and setting forth 
the curriculum, the estimated cost, and the means available. The 
committee reporting was instructed to communicate with the Pro
vincial Government on the education proposed to be given in the High 
School about to be established in Dunedin, and to report to the 
Presbytery for its guidance in proceeding with the collegiate institution. 
In June 1862 the Presbytery resolved to hold a special meeting with 
office-bearers and others for conference on the institution of a college. 
In September the same year the said meeting was held, but no 
recommendation was made to proceed with the college. In the 
interval, the Provincial Government established the High School of 
Otago, with whose excellent record you are all familiar.

In 1867 the Bev, F. C. Simmons, the Rector of the High School, 
petitioned Parliament to create University scholarships tenable in 
British or other universities, and exhibitions tenable in the secondary 
schools of the colony, as a means of encouraging the highest possible 
standard of education and intellectual culture in the colony. His 
petition was referred to a select committee, consisting of Mr. Carlton, 
Hon. Mr. Fitzherbert, Mr. Haughton, Mr. Ormond and Mr. Jollie. 
After due consideration the committee resolved to ask the views of 
about 60 gentlemen residing in different parts of the country as to 
whether the ends desired would be better promoted by university 
scholarships and exhibitions, to be used as already stated, or by the 
establishment of a New Zealand University. Written replies, more or 
less full, were received from 51 of the gentlemen whose opinions and 
suggestions had been solicited. Thirty-five of them strongly recom
mended the university scholarships and local exhibitions, and 16 the 
establishment of a New Zealand University. It may interest you to
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know that scholarships in Home universities wore supported by seven 
head masters and masters of secondary schools, the Superintendents 
of Southland and Taranaki, Judges Chapman, Richmond, Johnston, 
Moore and Gresson, Sir James Hector, Mr. Rolleston, Mr. Gisborne, 
and Major Richardson ; while a colonial university was supported by 
Sir William Martin, Mr. Macandrew (Superintendent of Otago), Dr. 
Hislop, Mr. Swainson, three head masters of secondary schools, Dr. 
Stuart, Dr. Bruce, Rev. W. Colenso, School Inspector Hodgson, 
Bishop Pompallier, Mr. Tancred, &c. The Select Committee reported 
that “  they concurred with Mr. Simmons and the majority of 
the gentlemen who favoured them with their views in the opinion 
that university scholarships, tenable in British universities, if properly 
established and cared for, would exercise a very perceptible and 
beneficial influence direct and indirect upon the whole course and 
character of education in New Zealand, and added that they could not 
recommend any attempt to be made at present for the establishment 
of a New Zealand University." The report of the Select Committee 
of the Legislative Council was to the same effect, but added: “  With 
respect to the foundation of a colonial university, they consider that 
the colony is not yet sufficiently advanced in population and other 
material particulars to allow of its being undertaken immediately with 
any prospect of success.”

Disappointed with the recommendations of the Seleot Committees, 
Mr. Macandrew, who held for years that the time was near, if not 
fully come, for establishing a modest colonial university, availed 
himself of the meeting of the Provincial Council to bring the subject 
before its members. In his official address, February 28th, 1808. he 
said : “  It appears to me the time has come when measures towards 
obtaining such an institution should be commenced, and thero is no 
part of the colony in a better position to make the commencement 
than ourselves. Gentlemen, I am sure it is not necessary for me to 
dilate upon the advantages, both material and moral, which such, an 
institution may be expected to confer, and I confess that to me it will 
be a sourco of no little satisfaction if during my tenure of office the 
Legislature of Otago should distinguish itself in this direction. A 
Select Committee will be proposed to consider the whole subject." 
These words acted electrically. On the motion of Mr. George Turn- 
bull, seconded by Mr. Hay, the following members of the Council were 
appointed a select committee on the establishment of a university in 
Dunedin, and to report, v iz .:— The Speaker (Mr. Reynolds), Messrs. 
Vogel, Robertson, Mclndoe, Driver, Sibbald, and the mover.

In due oourse the committee reported strongly in favour of estab
lishing a university. Their recommendation was supported by the 
written views of several gentlemen interested in education, as Messrs. 
John Gillies, senr., E. B. Cargill, John Hay, Revs. Dr. Stuart, R. 
Connebee, and others, and by letters from Rev. Dr. Burns and Arch
deacon Edwards expressing hearty concurrence. The adoption of the
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report was speedily followed by the establishment of the University 
fairly endowed, and the appointment of a governing body not subject 
to political control. The following gentlemen formed the Council of 
the institution Rev. Tlios. Burns, D.D., Rev. D. M. Stuart, Rev. 
R. L. Stanford, B.A., Drs. Burns and Iiulme, Mr. A. C. Strode, 
R.M., Mr. Jno. Hyde Harris, Mr. \V. H. Reynolds, M.H.R., Mr. E. B. 
Cargill, Mr. Graham, and Major Richardson, M.L.A., and Mr. Jas. 
Fulton /»*{&&} -

The Council at its first meetings elected Rev. Tlios. Burns, D.D., 
Chancellor, and Major Richardson, Vice-Chancellor ; Mr. A. 0. Strode, 
Treasurer, and Dr. Hislop, Hon. Registrar. The Council unanimously 
resolved to proceed with arrangements for the appointment of three 
professors, in conformity with the instructions of the Government— 
one to have charge of Latin, Greek and English ; one of Mathematics 
and Natural Philosophy ; and the third (endowed by the Synod of 
Otago and Southland) of Mental and Moral Philosophy and Political 
Economy— and to add other chairs according to the requirements of 
the Institution.

I need not tell this audience of friends, old and new, that the 
providence of the Otago Legislature never failed the University. Its 
powerful hand rvas never ■withhold when assistance was required for 
increasing its efficiency. When it was deemed wise to add to the 
teaching staff and lay the foundation of a Medical School, the 
Provincial Council added one hundred thousand acres of pastoral 
country to the endowment.

On the news reaching the ears of the Synod of Otago and South
land, that Mr. Macandrew was to ask the Provincial Council to found 
a college, it promptly supported him by passing an overture in favour 
•of a University, and appointing an influential committee to confer 
with him on the subject. In January, 1869, the committee presented 
a report to the Synod, covering correspondence on the subject with 
the Superintendent. The report was adopted and the Synod resolved 
to erect and endow a chair of Mental and Moral Philosophy and 
Political Economy, and passed an interim Act (confirmed in due 
course) authorising the payment of an adequate salary to its occupant, 
and directing steps to be taken for his appointment. When the 
committee entrusted with this business reported the appointment of 
Professor Macgregor the Synod recorded its satisfaction thereat. The 
Synod has, in the interval, erected the chairs of Physics and English 
and endowed them. It also showed its appreciation of a teaching 
university by resolving to make a grant to the chairs it might found 
■of the books and apparatus necessary for their efficiency, by requiring 
all candidates for its ministry to take the undergraduate course, and 
by recommending the establishment of scholarships for the encourage
ment of persons of ability to avail themselves of its advantages.

The handsome building now known as the Colonial Bank 
buildings, originally designed for a post-office, had been secured to
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the University, chiefly through Mr. Macaudrew. The Council 
adapted several of the rooms for lecture rooms. The opening of the 
University was fixed to take place in July, 1871, and the necessary 
preparations were ready against that day. Great regret was felt that 
Mr. Macaudrew, the Superintendent of Otago, was unable to be 
present, but his letter of apology showed that his heart and soul were 
in the enterprise. The inauguration took place in the great hall, 
when Major Richardson, who on the death of Dr. Burns was appointed 
Chancellor, presided and delivered an address worthy of the occasion.

In the evening a social meeting was held in the hall, \yhen a 
baud of Dnnedin ladies dispensed with a free hand refreshments to 
crowds of their towns-folks and many country cousins who joined in 
the celebration. The speakers were the Chancellor, Judge Chapman, 
Revs. Win. Will and Jas. Copland, M.D., Professor Sale, and the 
Hon. John McLean, who delivered appropriate speeches.

The teaching staff at the outset consisted of three professors, but 
for years it has numbered nine professors and seventeen lecturers. It 
has now, in addition to the Arts Faculty, a School of Medicine, a 
School of Law, and a School of Mines, accommodated in premises 
which are substantial and well adapted for their operations. While I 
do not say that our University has done educationally all it might 
have done, at the same time I unhesitatingly affirm that its work has 
fully justified its establishment and continued maintenance. It is to 
its friends a great pleasure to see that its alumni are already in all the 
professions and industries of the colony. Above all praise are, its 
services to our schools, primary and secondary, in whose halls meet 
and mingle our youth, and obtain an education fitting them for their 
respective careers and the enjoyments which culture and disciplined 
minds shed on work and home and life. Our men of mark and 
influence have stood nobly by our university, but all will give the 
first place to Mr. Maeandrew, while in loyalty and service Sir John 
Richardson comes next. Dr. Hislop, as honorary registrar, for two 
years was the right hand of the Council in the arrangements and 
correspondence connected with the election of professors and the 
opening of the University. For one, I  bless God I was permitted to 
contribute in the smallest measure to its establishment and develop
ment. The time I gave to earnest discussions in its service with Mr. 
Macaudrew, Sir John Richardson, Rev. Dr. Burns, Messrs. John 
Hyde Harris, Fulton, Bathgate, Strode, Button, Drs. Hulme and 
Burns, Judge Chapman and Registrars Livingston and Mansford, 
who have passed over to the majority, I regard as among the 
pleasantest of a somewhat busy life.

Friends, join me in the prayer that the University of Otago, 
through the overruling Providence of Heaven and the loyalty of its 
staff and students, mpy flourish more and more, as the years roll on 
and contribute to the advancement of science and sound learning, the 
promotion of the material and moral interests of the colony and the
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establishment of our people in the righteousness which exalteth a 
nation ; and thus help forward the noble ends contemplated by its 
founders and rulers in giving the settlement primary and secondary 
schools and for their crown the university, under the abiding con
viction that they were necessary to the people's well-being and well
doing. Let us hope that our successors—Council, staff, students and 
settlors—will hold them in grateful remembrance by maintaining the 
institutions they founded in the highest efficiency.

THE GROWTH AND WORK OF THE OTAGO UNIVERSITY.

(By J ohn S hank , M.A., LL.D., Piofessor of Natural Philosophy.)

Dr. Shand said: Mr. Chancellor, ladies and gentlemen,—Dr. 
Stuart has told you the story of the founding of the Otago University, 
and it now becomes my duty to give you, in as few words as I am 
able, a sketch of the growth and work of the infant institution during 
the 21 years of its existence. We hear of Universities in other 
quarters of the world—the creations of public or private munificence— 
which from the outset are provided with a full staff of professors and 
lecturers, are possessed of well-appointed lecture-rooms and labora
tories, are furnished with extensive libraries and costly instruments, 
and are endowed with princely revenues. Our young institution 
began its career under far less propitious circumstances. It was 
housed, indeed, in a handsome building, that now known as the 
Colonial Bank buildings in Princes street; but its equipments were 
meagre, its revenues slender, and its staff perhaps the smallest that 
ever undertook the charge of university education. It was opened in 
July, 1871, with a staff of three professors— viz., Professor Sale in 
the chair of Classics and English Language and Literature, Professor 
Shand in the chair of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, and 
Professor Maegrogor in the chair of Mental and Moral Science. The 
idea of the founders seems clearly to have been that the university 
should consist of a central department of general education—the 
faculty of arts—and that around this central faculty there should 
grow up a group of schools for professional and technical education, 
as the needs of the colony demanded, and as the resources of the 
institution warranted. No time was lost in starting the young 
University in the lines of development thus marked out for it. In the 
very year of its opening a grant of £300 was made by the Provincial 
Government to aid the University Council in establishing a chair of 
Chemistry and Mineralogy, and bis Honor the Superintendent, Mr. 
James Maoandrew, in announcing the grant, pointed out with 
characteristic foresight that this might be made the first step towards 
the establishment in the University of a School of Mines. Professor 
Black was selected for this chair, and joined the staff at the beginning
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of 1872. Similarly, wlieu the University received from the Provincial 
Legislature, in 1872, its second landed endowment, the suggestion 
was made that this increase of its resources would place the University 
in a position to institute a Medical School. The University Council 
were in full agreement with the views of the founders, and prepared 
at once to carry out their policy. Accordingly, in 1873, a School of 
Law was opened, with our distinguished townsman, Sir Robert Stout, 
as the first law lecturer. In the following year Captain Hutton was 
appointed as lecturer in Geology and Zoology in the University, and 
also as curator of the museum, which was then lodged in the 
University Building, although the collections belonged to the Pro
vincial Government. This appointment was intended to facilitate 
equally the establishment of a School of Medicine and a School of 
Mines.

As early as December, 1873, the Council had decided to take 
practical steps for the establishment of a 8chool of Medicine. In due 
course Dr. Coughtrey was selected as the Professor of Anatomy and 
Physiology in the proposed School. Professor Coughtrey joined the 
teaching staff in 1875, and shortly afterwards lecturers were appointed 
in Clinical Medicine and Surgery. The resources of the University 
not being equal to the establishment of a complete Medical School, 
the Council decided to make provision for two years of the medical 
curriculum being taken at Dunedin. The students thereafter were 
to proceed to the Home country and complete their course at tiie 
University of Edinburgh or some other Medical School by which the 
Otago School was recognised. By taking this step the Council 
believed that they would be conferring a boon upon youths here who 
desired to follow the medical profession, since the expenso of their 
medical education would be largely reduced, and the time when they 
were obliged to leave the colony would be postponed till they reached a 
more mature age. Negotiations were entered into with several of the 
British universities and licensing bodies for the recognition of the 
school, but their progress proved to be distressingly tedious. The 
nature of the difficulties encountered may be indicated in a sentence. 
It is impossible to get a medical school recognised until it exists and 
is hi actual operation; and it is an exceedingly hard task to bring the 
school into operation until it is recognised. Within the oolony, too, 
obstacles of all sorts had to bo surmounted. Legal difficulties in the 
way of getting subjects for dissection had to be removed ; satisfactory 
arrangements with the Dunedin Hospital had to be made, and the 
medical profession had to be conciliated. In the meantime Professor 
Coughtrey resigned his chair, and was succeeded in 1877 by Dr. Scott, 
the present professor of Anatomy and dean of the Fooultyof Medicine. 
Eventually all difficulties were overcome, and in 1878 the Medical 
School got fairly under way.

During the same period the arts fucuity also received attention. 
In 1875 it was strengthened by the appointment of lecturers in French
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;and German, the Professorial Board was createcl and entrusted with 
the conduct of' the' educational arrangements of the University, and 
the library was augmented by several thousand volumes:, which were 
purchased with the proceeds of a very liberal public subscription. In 
1877 Captain Hutton was promoted to the professorship of Natural 
Science in the University, retaining, however, the curatorship of the 
museum. Under his active management the zoological and mineral 
collections had swelled beyond the litfnits of the space assigned to 
them in the University building, A spacious and well-designed 
museum building was, therefore, erected at the expense of the Pro
vincial Government, into which the collections -were transferred in the 
■early part of 1877. Later on in the same year, the Provincial Govern
ment having -now been abolished, the Colonial Legislature endowed 
the museum with a reserve of laud adequate for its support and 
handed it over to the University Council. Since then the museum 
has continued to be under the charge of the .professor of Natural 
Science, and the collections have been greatly added to, and rendered 
most valuable for teaching purposes by the present curator, Professor 
Parker, who succeeded Professor Hutton in the chair of Natural 
Science in 1880.

The establishment of a School of Mines was contemplated, as has 
been indicated, at an early period, but it was not until 1877, when 
the Colonial Government offered to give an annual grant in aid of the 
School, that the University Council resolved to take decided action. 
In the following year Professor Ulrich was appointed as director of 
the School of Mines, and professor of Mining and Mineralogy in the 
University. Courses of study were drawn up for the different divisions 
of the School, and it was opened in 1879;

In the same year the University was removed from Princes street 
to the more commodious buildings which it at present occupies. The 
cost of erecting these buildings was a severe strain on its resources, 
and rendered further expansion for a time impossible. In 1888, how- 

•ever, when the financial pressure was a little relieved, the Council 
determined to provide a full medical curriculum. Accordingly four 
additional lecturers were appointed to the Medical School, who joined 
the staff in the following year. Several other lecturers have since 
been added from time to time, so tliat the lectures now provided may 
be regarded as reasonably adequate to cover the whole field of 
medical study. Students have thus been enabled to obtain a full 
medical training without leaving the colony ; but if they desire a 
Home qualification, they have still the option of proceeding to any of 
the British Medical Schools, after taking the first portion of their 
course in New Zealand.

The financial straitness that has been referred to greatly retarded 
the development of the School of Mines. Although it was opened in 
1879, it was not until eight years later that the Council were able to 
complete its staff by the appointment of three lecturers on subjects
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essential to a full mining course. In 1891 the school was accom
modated in a separate building, specially designed for its use ; and its 
staff was further strengthened by the appointment of Mr. D. Wilkin
son, of the Eoyal Sdnool of Mines, London, as the lecturer on 
Metallurgy and Assaying. It is now fully equipped with lecturers, 
laboratories, and appliances, and offers a complete and thorough 
course of technical instruction. In 1891, also, the School of Law, 
which hitherto had contained but one lecturer, was strengthened by 
the appointment of two more lecturers. The school cannot yet be 
regarded as complete, but the lectures cover much more fully than 
before the course prescribed to candidates for the LL.B. degree.

While the Council were thus striving to establish and complete 
their professional and technical schools, the central faculty was also 
strengthened from time to time by the aid of funds derived from a 
source external to the revenues of the University. It is well known 
that certain funds held by the Presbyterian Church of Otago were 
long ago set apart by an act of the Colonial Legislature, initiated and 
promoted by the Synod, to the support of University education. From 
this source was endowed one of the three professorships originally 
instituted, that of Mental and Moral Philosophy, hold first by Dr. 
Macgregor, and since his resignation in 1886 by the Rev. Dr. Salmond. 
Under the prudent management of the Church Trustees these funds 
increased in value, so that they became equal to the support of two 
additional professorships. Accordingly in 1881 the chair of English 
Language and Literature was dissevered from that of Classics and 
endowed from this source. It was first held by Professor Main waring 
Brown, and, after bis lamented death in 1888, Professor Gilray was 
elected to the vacant chair, and joined the staff in 1890. Again in 
1886 the chair of Natural Philosophy was dissevered from that of 
Mathematics, and endowed from these funds, when Professor Gibbons 
was selected to fill the vacant Mathematical chair. Thus the staff in 
the Facility of Arts has increased from three professors iu 1871 to seven 
professors and two lecturers in 1898, while the whole teaching staff of 
the University has increased from three in 1871 to 26 professors and 
lecturers in 1898, without including the honorary medical staff of the 
Dunedin Hospital, who are ax officio the lecturers of the University in 
clinical medicine and surgery.' The advance has been more rapid, 
perhaps, than financial prudence would commend; but it is hard to 
resist being carried onward by the tide of progress, and it is pardon
able to be even over zealous in striving to perfect institutions which 
are well fitted to promote tlie welfare of the colony.

Let us turn now to the students. In the opening session, 1871, 
there was an attendance of 81 students. In that year there was no 
matriculation examination. Few of the students who entered had 
the intention of following the regular course, and as most of them 

■ contented themselves with a single class, the whole number of classes 
taken was only 121. In 1872 only seven candidates passed the
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matriculation examination, and the attendance fell to 70. In 1873: 
the attendance was again 70, but in the following year it dropped to- 
50— its lowest point. This falling-off was attributable to the entrance 
examination, and to the fact that a proper standard of work was 
maintained within the institution. It really signified nothing more 
than the weeding out and exclusion of an incompetent class of 
students. Nevertheless the dwindling in the attendance was a patent 
fact, and it produced the impression on not a few that the experiment, 
of setting up a University in the colony was doomed to be a hopeless 
failure.

Those early years were a period of anxiety and trial to the 
professorial staff. The discouragement of the friends of the institu
tion, the gibes of its enemies, and the half-contemptuous indifference 
of the public bad to be borne in silence. The trouble was aggravated 
by the keen and prolonged struggle which took place between this 
University and the University of New Zealand, which had been called 
into existence by the Colonial Legislature a year later than our own. 
The struggle was not merely for existence. It involved even graver 
consequences than the extinction of the one or the other institution ; 
for on its issue depended the type and character of superior instruction, 
in the colony for our time, and probably for succeeding generations. 
The colony, in truth, was not at that time quite ripe for university 
institutions; and the New Zealand University, with the object of' 
securing popular support, reduced its standard for degrees to the level 
of the instruction given in the higher schools, a large number of 
which it affiliated. This University, on the other hand, unmoved by 
the clamour for immediate results, determined at all risks to maintain; 
a high standard, and to endeavour to raise the level of general educa
tion by the stimulus of its direct action and indirect influence. The- 
difference was the all-important one between the policy of levelling 
down and the policy of levelling up. While the contest was raging,, 
and its issue was still doubtful, our neighbours in the flourishing 
Province of Canterbury, who had been watching our movements, 
determined in 1873 to found a University College on the same lines 
and with the same aims as our own. When the Canterbury College 
came into existence it found itself in an embarrassing position. It 
was bound to the New Zealand University because it did not possess 
an independent power of grauting degrees ; but its authorities agreed 
with our policy, and dreaded the policy of the New Zealand University 
as calculated to drag down their new college to the level of an 
ordinary high school. Through its intervention a compromise was 
ultimately arrived at. The functions of the New Zealand University 
were restricted to conducting examinations and conferring degrees, 
while it acoepted for its examinations the high standard which had- 
been contended for by the University of Otago. Regulations embody
ing the new standard which had been drawn up by the professors of' 
the Otago University and the Canterbury College were adopted by the



17

Senate of the New Zealand University in 1875 ; and I am inclined to 
think that the Senate was not sorry to have an opportunity of retreat
ing honourably from the position which it had taken up. At any 
rate, it firmly maintained the high standard of its examinations ; and 
the schools which had become affiliated to it, one after the other 
withdrew or were disaffiliated. The Otago University on its part 
agreed to become, with the Canterbury College, affiliated to the New 
Zealand University, to make use of its examinations, and to accept its 
degrees. Some of our most sincere friends have regretted this step, 
which they have regarded as a sacrifice of the autonomy of the Otago 
University. On the other hand, the students and the teaching staff, 
who have the largest interest in the change and the best opportunity 
of observing its effeots, maintain that what we have gained is well 
worth what we have lost; for the alliance with the New Zealand 
University has given us a far more satisfactory system of examination 
than otherwise would have been possible. It is well known that for 
the last thirteen years the examiners of the New Zealand University 
in Arts, Science, and Law have been appointed in England, being 
selected, for the most part, from the eminent men who act as 
examiners at the great English universities. This circumstance has 
given a value to our degrees which they could not have attained if the 
examinations had been conducted by ourselves; and there is the 
further inestimable advantage that through the examinations the 
professors of the New Zealand colleges are kept in touch with the 
progress made in England in their several departments.

After peace was concluded with the New Zealand University, 
the attendance began to improve; but I will only give you the 
numbers at intervals of five years. In 1877, the whole attendance 
was 76, the number of classes taken was 114, and the number of 
matriculated students was 19, or 25 per cent, of the whole. In 1882, 
the attendance was 122, the number of classes taken was 228, and 
the matriculated students were 48, or 85 per cent, of the whoie. In 
1887, the attendance was 168, the classes taken were 455, and the 
matriculated students were 99, or 59 per cent. In 1892, the attend
ance was 212, the classes taken were 568, and the matriculated 
students were 178, or 81 per cent. The striking rise in the proportion 
of matriculated students, and in the number of classes taken, relatively 
to the whole attendance, clearly indicates the progress of general 
education within this provincial district. And here I may be per
mitted to point out that the indirect influence of a University College 
is slowly raising the level of general education, and in gradually 
dffusitig around it a higher condition of culture may be of more value 
to the community than the results which it direotly produces. I am 
far from claiming for the Otago University the whole credit for our 
educational progress. I most willingly acoord the due share of praise 
to the excellent scholarship system of the New Zealand University, to 
the admirable plan of classification of teachers adopted by the central
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educational department, and to the liberal regulations of the Otago 
Education Board, although I feel constrained regretfully to add that 
the last-named body has lately shown a tendency to retrograde from 
their former enlightened policy, and to forget that raising the 
educational status of the teachers is the first and most essential step 
in the elevation of general education.

I will now turn to the direct results produced by the institution, 
and I beg you to bear in mind that these have been appraised by 
eminent and experienced external examiners. The first year in which 
it was possible to gain a degree was 1878. Beginning with this year, 
therefore, I will divide the time lip to the present year into four 
quinquennial periods. In the first period ending in 1887, only five 
degrees were obtained and one student took honours; in the period 
ending 1882, 19 degrees were obtained and three students took 
honours; in the period ending 1887, 86 degrees were obtained, 12 
students taking honours. In the last period ending in 1892, and 
including, therefore, the last examinations, 118 degrees were obtained 
and 44 students took honours. Of the whole number of 223 degrees 
that have been obtained, 189 are in Arts and Science, nine in Law, and 
25 in Medicine. I  venture to suggest that these figures indicate a 
satisfactory rate of progress, and the progress is due in part to the 
expansion of the institution, in part to the marked elevation of school 
education that 1ms been referred to, and in part to the improved tone 
existing among the students. When a university is young its students 
are destitute of the traditions of student life, they catch with difficulty 
the student spirit, they lack confidence in themselves and in their 
instructors, and they are wanting in zeal for the honour of an 
institution of which they have not yet learned to be proud. But 
though we are devoid of the associations connected with the old 
universities, and are only slowly acquiring their habitudes and spirit, 
the forces which have been working for progress are still in action, 
and we may look confidently for continued improvement.

I have mentioned that the whole number of medical degrees 
conferred up to the present time is 25, 21 candidates having obtained 
the degree of M.B., and four of these having subsequently proceeded 
to the degree of M.D. This is not an unsatisfactory record for the 
short period that has elapsed since a full medical curriculum was 
afforded; but it by no means represents the whole work done by 
the School. A large proportion of the students—about 70 per cent, 
indeed—still proceed to the Home country to complete their medical 
studies, after giving an attendance of one, or two, or three years at the 
Otago Medical School. Since the opening of the School 83 students 
in all have adopted this course, 18 of them before it was announced 
in 1883 that the medical curriculum would be completed and degrees 
in medicine conferred by the New Zealand University, and 65 since 
that date; and it is well known to many of you that a large proportion 
of these students have done credit at Edinburgh and elsewhere to- 
their New Zealand training.
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The attendance at the School of Mines languished greatly from 
its opening up to the time when the Council was able to complete its 
staff. The fact excited at the time surprise and detraction ; but it 
would have been more surprising if the School had attracted students 
while unable to give a diploma. A partial School of Medicine may, 
as we have proved, be successfully instituted, but a School of Mines is 
indivisible—until it is complete it is, for practical purposes non
existent. Since the School was completed the results have been 
wholly satisfactory. There has been an average of 20 students in 
attendance, and 14 students have finished their courses and obtained 
diplomas, most of them in several divisions of the School. It is 
gratifying to observe that, on the completion of their training, the 
students are rapidly absorbed by the mining industries of our own and 
the Australian colonies.

It deserves to be mentioned that all the classes in the University 
have been open to women from the outset. Since 1872 women have 
been in regular attendance, and their numbers have increased from 
year to year. Last session 85 women were enrolled, two in the 
Faculty of Medicine, and the rest in the Faculty of Arts. Since the 
commencement, 20 women have obtained the degree of B.A., 10 have 
obtained the degree of M.A., and nine have taken honours. So far as 
I am aware, this University was the first in the British dominions to 
throw open its doors to women as widely as to men.

You will agree that the rulers of our University have shown 
energy and persistency of purpose in carrying to a successful . 
issue the scheme of the founders. We have been fortunate in 
the men who have occupied seats in the Council, and still more 
fortunate in the men who have successively filled the Chancellor's 
chair. They have done their work, so far as it was in their 
power to do it, wisely and well ; but you will have gathered 
that the history of the University has been one long struggle 
with the inadequacy of its pecuniary resources. The plan of the 
institution was well conceived, but it was too large for the means 
with which the Council were furnished. No one would wish that 
less had been attempted. No one would desire to abolish the School 
of Mines, or to clip the wings of the School of Medicine, which are 
both doing excellent service to the community. But one does regret 
that in order to complete these Schools it has been necessary to 
resort to a pinching economy, which grinds down every department, 
and almost threatens to strangle the life out of the institution. As 
this has been made an occasion for reviewing our position, I will make 
a frank statement of our needs, not for future expansion, but for the 
continued efficiency of the work which we have already undertaken to 
do. With regard to buildings, we want urgently two additional 
lecture rooms, several smaller rooms, and a large examination hall. 
Then there is a pressing need of funds for the maintenance of the 
library and laboratories, which ought to be kept supplied with the
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latest books and instruments ; the remuneration paid to many of the 
lecturers is confessedly far below the value of their services ; and 
demonstrators are sorely needed in the several scientific departments. 
It would be desirable, also, to establish, as has been done at Canter
bury College, a few annual exhibitions with the purpose of encouraging 
students to become candidates for honours. All these defects could be 
remedied, and the University placed in an easy financial position, by 
an additional income of £2000. There is no source from which this 
can be supplied except that of private beneficence. It is to be hoped 
that this source will not always in our oase remain unfruitful; for 
surely there oan be no purer and nobler ambition than that of living 
in history as the patron and benefactor of an institution which is 
destined to hold up the lamp of truth and knowledge to our children 
for many generations.

RECENT CHANGES IN THE OLD ENGLISH UNIVERSITIES.

(By George Samuel Sale, M.A., Professor of Classics.)

Professor Sale said that in speaking on the subject of university 
education in England, his remarks would have to refer mainly to that 
ancient university with which he had been connected—the University 
of Cambridge,— although a good deal of what he had to say would 
apply with almost equal force to Oxford. Ho would like his hearers 
to bear in mind that in his opinion the most important part of the 
work which the English universities did was done by means of the 
colleges. The ample funds which private beneficence had placed 
under the control of the colleges had enabled them to find out, to 
reward, to encourage, and assist in every way men of ability wherever 
they were to be found in the British Empire. And right nobly had 
these institutions performed the functions which devolved upon them. 
He knew of no institution, nor could he conceive of auy, which 
deserved better of the English commonwealth than the royal and 
ancient College in which he himself had passed 10 years—Trinity 
College, Cambridge.

The changes which had taken place in Oxford and Cambridge 
during the last 80 or 40 years bad been of several kinds. Chiefly, 
however, they might be divided into two classes. First, by way of 
expansion—not only by opening the doors of these Universities and 
admitting persons excluded from them in the old days, but also by 
enlarging the studies that were pursued there, and by recognising 
subjects as worthy of university study which formerly were un
recognised. The second change was in the direction of concentration 
and specialisation of study. These changes were not really inconsistent 
with each other, although at first sight they might appear to be 
inconsistent. Whether they were likely to be ultimately beneficial
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was a question which could not he answered at present. It was very- 
common for persons who were not acquainted with the ancient 
universities to speak lightly and confidently about the probable result 
of changes which agreed with their own personal predileotions. This 
was, however, an exceedingly difficult question and could only be 
solved by experience, and the experience must last for many years 
before anyone could say whether any change was really for the 
ultimate benefit either of the University or of the people for whose 
advantage the University existed.

The changes by way of expansion were made in several ways. 
First, by admitting persons formerly disabled from entering the 
Universities, or, at least, from obtaining degrees there. At'the time 
he entered the University, in 18S0, a religious test was imposed upon 
all persons before taking their degrees—they had to declare themselves 
members of the Church of England. At the same time there was no 
test imposed at matriculation. Persons could and did study and obtain 
honours at Cambridge although they might be of any religious, 
persuasion. When he went to Cambridge in 1850, be found that one 
of the most prominent members of that University was Mr. Arthur 
Cohen, of Magdalen College, a Jewish gentleman, a man of mark, who 
in 1853 took the high place of fifth among the wranglers. Mr Cohen 
had not to submit to any test at all ; and though lie could not speak 
from memory of other cases, no doubt there must have been other 
cases of men, not only not belonging to the Church of England, but 
not even professing the Christian religion, who were admitted to study 
and encouraged to study in the University of Cambridge. It was not 
so at Oxford, because at Oxford at that date a religious test was 
imposed at matriculation. However, in the year 1854 the tests were 
removed at Oxford, and in 1857 the tests were also removed at 
Cambridge, and Mr. Cohen himself took his B.A. degree in the year 
1858, and his M.A. degree in due course afterwards. The only dis
ability remaining after that time was that M.A.s were still required 
to take the oath before being admitted to act as members of the 
senate—that is, in controlling the affairs of the University.

In the meantime, fellowships— and, as he had mentioned, it was 
this system of granting fellowships that had given Cambridge its 
great prestige, and was the means by which it had done most good to 
the commonwealth— the fellowships of Trinity and probably of all 
other colleges were open to all persons professing the Christian 
religion. In the old statutes of Trinity College in force when he 
obtained bis fellowship the oath taken upon admission contained the 
following words :— “  I declare that I will embrace the true religiou o f 
Christ with all my heart, that I  will plaee the authority of Scripture 
before the judgment of men, that I will seek as the rule of my life 
and the sum of my faith the word of God, that those things that 
are not proved from the word of God I will treat as human things, 
that among meu I will make the authority of the Queen supreme and
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by no means subject to the jurisdiction of foreign bishops,”  &c. He 
thought that these words were by no means of an illiberal character, 
and, in fact, so far as tests were concerned, any person from any part 
of the Christian world might have been admitted to a fellowship at 
that date. In 1871, however, Parliament itself did away with all 
religious tests, whether as qualifying for degrees, scholarships, fellow
ships, or professorships, excepting only the professorships of divinity. 
This, of course, resulted in the encouragement and admission of a 
large number of persons who formerly had refrained from entering 
the various colleges.

Besides this there was also instituted, both at Cambridge and 
Oxford, the custom of admitting what were called non-collegiate 
students, persons who, from limited means or for other reasons, did 
not wish to enter any college, but who wished to be on the same 
footing as students in colleges. At Oxford three halls for these 
students were established between 1851 and 1870, and at Cambridge 
a similar number between 1876 and 1884.

Having enlarged their borders by admitting men without a.ny 
religious tests, the next point was the admission of women. The 
movement in favour of admitting women to university studies, although 
so far as the Universities were concerned it began in Cambridge, had 
really originated before any steps were taken by either Oxford or 
Cambridge. In the year 1849 two colleges were instituted in London 
for the higher education of women ; one, Queen’s College, in Harley 
street, and the other Bedford College, in Bedford street, afterwards 
removed to Baker street. In 1869 at Cambridge, Hitcbin, afterwards 
called Girton College was established for women, and was followed in 
1871 by the foundation of Newnliam College. At Oxford ten years 
later, there were founded Somerville Hall and Lady Margaret Hall in 
1879, and in 1886 St. Hugh’s Hall. Returning again to Cambridge, 
the tripos examinations were opened to women informally in 1873. 
and formally in 1881. He might explain that the lists of honours 
were the tripos, and a tripos examination meant an examination for 
honours in any subject. Between 1878 and 1881 women did obtain 
distinctions, but their names were not published in the calendar: 
they were informed privately what they had done and had credit 
accordingly. But after 1881 their names were published at the foot 
of the list, each name having appended to it the position it would 
occupy among the men of the same year. At Oxford women were 
admitted to certain examinations in 1884, and to others in 1888 and 
1889, but not to the B.A. degree. In the meantime girls were 
admitted to local examinations, by Cambridge in 1886 and by Oxford 
in 1870. Now, although women were still not admitted to degrees, 
he thought they had obtained an inestimable boon by being admitted 
to the tripos examinations, because if a woman hud sufficient ability 
to obtain a distinguished place in the tripos, her name was published 
in the Cambridge calendar, showing the distinction obtained, and that
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in reality •was worth a great deal more than the privilege of placing 
B.A, after her name, for all the purposes for which university 
distinction was desired.

With regard to the admission of women to degrees, as had 
already been pointed out by Professor Shand, the way was led by the 
Otago University, and, he believed, mainly through the influence of 
its second Chancellor, the late Sir John Biehardson. The University 
of New Zealand followed this example, and the first woman who 
gained a degree in the British Empire, he believed, was Miss Edger, 
who was admitted to the degree of B.A. in 1877. The London 
University decided to admit women to its degrees in 1878, and its 
first matriculation examination open to women in London was held 
in 1879. The Victoria University and the Royal University of Ireland 
decided to admit women to degrees in 1880 ; and in a draft charter 
of the Welsh University, which is to include colleges at Aberystwith, 
Bangor and Cardiff, the following clause was included: — “ Women 
as well as men shall be eligible for degrees in the University herein 
constituted, and for every office and for membership of every body or 
authority herein constituted, and wherever throughout this act (or 
charter) the masculine pronoun is used of a student, graduate, or 
■officer of the said University, or of a member of any body or authority 
in it, it is to be construed as including the feminine also.”  That, he 
thought it would be admitted, was going far enough.

Another way in which the Universities had enlarged their borders 
was by means of what were called Extension Lectures. It would take 
too long to trace the history of this movement, but he might say, 
briefly, that the Extension Lectures had grown naturally out of the 
University Local Examinations, and that the first practical step in 
giving such lectures was taken in 1867 by Mr. James Stuart, of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, afterwards Professor of Mechanism and 
Applied Mechanics. In that year Mr. Stuart accepted an invitation 
to lecture to an association of ladies in the North of England. Other 
invitations followed from different associations in other places, and in 
1878 the scheme was formally adopted by the University. In 1878 a 
similar scheme was adopted by Oxford, and since that time the 
Universities had continued to supply lecturers wherever any town was 
able to furnish the moderate sum required to defray the necessary 
expenses. Opinions might differ as to the value of these lectures, but 
there could be no doubt as to the importance of one result which had 
flowed from them, namely, the establishment of colleges, mainly of a 
scientific character, at Newcastle, Leeds, Bristol, Sheffield, Birming
ham, Liverpool and Nottingham, besides the three Welsh Colleges of 
Aberystwith, Cardiff and Bangor. It was probable that the foundation 
of these Colleges had been caused, it was certain that it had been 
hastened, by the success which had attended the University Extension 
Lectures, and the proof which they had afforded that such Colleges 
were required.
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Even more important than the extension of the borders of the- 
Universities, was the change which had taken place in the scope of 
University work. Until the middle of the present century the only 
tripos examinations were in Mathematics and Classics. But in the 
year 1851 two new triposes were instituted : one in Moral Sciences, 
uicluding, (besides what is usually understood by that term), History 
and Political Economy; the other in Natural Sciences, including 
Chemistry, Physics, Mineralogy, Geology, Botany, Zoology, Com
parative Anatomy, Human Anatomy and Physiology.

In 1858 a Law Tripos was instituted, and he might remark that 
in the Honours List for that year occurred the name of Joshua Strange 
Williams as first-class-man and Chancellor's Legal Medallist. Since 
that time triposes had been instituted in History, Theology, Semitic 
Languages. Indian Languages, Medieval and Modern Languages, and 
finally, in 1892, in Engineering, or, as it was called, Mechanical 
Science. It would thus be seen that the University of Cambridge had 
fully realised her duties, and had, in accordance with her ancient 
traditions, taken a leading part in making University Education the 
great means of advancing Modern Science. In this connection it 
would be enough to mention the names of Clerk Maxwell, Lord 
Rayleigh aud Thomson in Physics, of Balfour in Animal Morphology, 
of Michael Foster in Physiology, and of Sir George Humphry in 
Surgery.

But it must not be supposed that the great width of range now 
embraced in the work of the University was allowed to distract or 
dissipate the energies of the students. On the contrary, the one 
striking feature which had always characterized Cambridge University 
work was thoroughness and concentration. It must be remembered 
that all these new subjects to which he had referred were Honours 
subjects, and one of the principal objects of the University was to 
encourage every year a larger number of students to obtain their 
degrees by winning honours in one of the Honour Triposes. Every 
student, as soon as he had passed the Previous Examination, or 
“  Little-go,” as it was usually termed, (and this was generally done 
in the first year of his University course), had Lis hands free to throw 
all his energies into his Honours work. And the consequence of this 
was that a very high standard indeed was maintained in these 
Honours Examinations, far beyond what we could ever hope to 
approach in our Colonial Universities. And if this was true of the 
more modern subjects, still more was it true of the old established 
Mathematical and Classical Triposes.

And this led him to speak of another change which, although at 
first sight it appeared to be a change in the direction of specialization, 
might involve the danger of an altogether contrary effect. He alluded 
to the additional examinations which had been recently instituted for 
candidates for honours in Classics and Mathematics. In the old 
days, the final examination for mathematical honours was a general
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examination, involving a very wide knowledge of mathematics, both 
pure and applied; and the candidates who stood highest in that 
examination were the high wranglers for the year. But now, these 
high wranglers were invited to compete in a further examination of a 
more special kind, held a year later. In this later examination they 
could select one of several groups of subjects; and in this special 
group the work expected from the candidates was of a very advanced 
kind, sn that none but the picked men could venture to enter for the 
examination.

Similarly in Classics; in addition to the old Classical Tripos 
Examination, by which candidates obtained their First, Second, or 
Third class in Classical Honours, there had recently been instituted 
an additional examination, held a year later, in subjects subsidiary to 
Classical studies. These subjects were Ancient Philosophy, Ancient 
History, Arcbaology, and Language. A candidate had to select one 
of these groups, and was expected to show a very full and minute 
knowledge of the subject selected. Now. although this was speciali
sation of work, it involved the danger that honours candidates might 
come to look upon these subsidiary studies as more valuable than the 
old-fashioned scholarship for which Cambridge had always been so 
famous. The difference between Oxford and Cambridge scholarship 
had always been, and still was, chiefly this : that at Oxford the 
principal aim of the student was to make himself acquainted with the 
matter and contents of a certain limited number of authors, especially 
historians and philosophers; whereas at Cambridge it was the 
language, the use of Latin and Greek as vehicles of expression, that 
was the main object of study. The consequence was, that nearly all 
the great names of men who in Great Britain had distinguished 
themselves as Greek and Latin scholars would be found to have 
received their training at Cambridge. Bentley, Porson, Parr, Dobree, 
Kennedy, Donaldson, Shilleto, Munro, Mayor, Roby, Jebb, R e id -  
all those, and others scarcely less distinguished, had shown the effects 
of the old-fashioned Cambridge scholarship. It could hardly bo 
expected that the recent changes would produce men who would do 
more than these men had done for the renown of their ancient 
University.

In conclusion, he would say that the main objects of the English 
Universities had always been, and still were, two-fold, namely— First, 
to find out, assist and train the best men for the service of the State, 
in every profession in which intellectual ability is required. Secondly, 
to enable and encourage the most distinguished men to pursue to the 
furthest point studies of which the immediate utility is not obvious, 
and which therefore to the outside world are unimportant. If it had 
not been for Cambridge, Newton, Cayley, and Maxwell would never 
have existed.
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THE FUTURE OF THE OTAGO UNIVERSITY.

(By Sm R obebt Sto u t .)

No one who was present, as a good many here were, at 
the opening of this University in 1871, could have imagined that 
in twenty-one years’ time there would be such a splendid record 
of work done and progress achieved as are presented to us in 
the very clear and satisfactory account just given by Dr. Shand, 
one of the three professors first appointed. Not only has the 
number of professors and lecturers been increased beyond what there 
was any reason to hope for, but the number of students who have 
passed through the University course far exceeds what any of'us then 
present looked forward to. But it is with the future rather than with 
the past of our University I  propose to deal in the remarks I am 
going to make ; to consider what the development of our University 
teaching must be if this institution is to discharge its proper function 
in the advancement of the people of New Zealand.

As has been well said by aFreneh writer on education, “ primary 
education is bread-and-butter k n o wl e d g e a n d  we must recognise 
the fact that now-a-days education is becoming more and more 
necessary to all who expect to earn a living. And this necessity, now 
generally recognised in the case of primary instruction, must soon be 
acknowledged in the case of higher education. As knowledge 1ms 
become more wide-spread, and inventions and discoveries in science 
have increased, and as these inventions and discoveries have been 
applied to manufactures, a nation that expects to excel in manufactures 
must know everything that other competing nations can teach, and 
this knowledge can only be acquired by developing technical education, 
1 think the account given by Professor Sale of the progress made at 
the English Universities shows that they are quite alive to this great 
movement that is passing over the world, and realise the necessity 
for developing technical science; and I do not see why we should not 
try to develop our University on the same lines, although we cannot 
expect to attain to the completeness of the older Universities. We- 
must look forward to our nation becoming a manufacturing nation, 
and we cannot expect to attain to any eminence as a manufacturing 
nation unless we make provision for the equipment of our artisans 
and workers with the highest skill and knowledge obtainable. We 
have not the means to send them abroad to be trained, and so wo 
must look to our Universities; because, as Professor Shand has 
pointed out, the University sets the mark for the secondary schools 
and the primary schools. No doubt our University lias done some
thing for technical education, for we have our School of Mines, while 
Canterbury has its Schools of Engineering and Agriculture. There 
must necessarily come in New Zealand specialization in University 
work, and in the future we must look forward to immense develop-
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ment of technical teaching in our Universities, and to the spread of 
technical science. X think our University must be developed on these 
lines. It has been contended that our University should be content 
with granting degrees in Arts ; but I  am convinced we must recognise 
that, with the immense number of studies now necessary, we must 
have specialization, and with specialization in teaching we must have 
what logically follows— namely, specialization of the degrees by means 
of which the University puts its stamp upon its students, as a proof 
of the work they have done. I believe the time must come when the 
University of Cambridge will have to recognise this, and that she will 
confer degrees of various kinds, and not leave people to ascertain 
merely by the Calendar Tripos what work a student has done in 
Science.

That is one line of development this University must follow— 
technical science. But what I wish specially to point'out in reference 
to the future of our University is this : that we have not yet by a long 
way such a large proportion of our people going forward to the higher 
education in Arts, not to speak of Scieuce, as there is at the Home 
Universities. The number of those who take degrees at our Univer
sities does not compare favourably with the number of those who 
graduate at the English and Scottish Universities, after allowing for 
foreign students attending these Universities. This shows that our 
people are not availing themselves of the higher education to the 
same extent as prevails at Home, and if this goes on for any length 
of time we must as a nation bo less perfectly educated; and if ns a 
nation we are less educated, our nation is lowered, and we fail to 
reach the ideal of a high national life. We must, therefore, look to 
the influence of our University being extended, and this can only be 
done by creating an enthusiasm in the community in favour of higher 
education, At present we have in our midst many colonists who have 
enjoyed the benefit- of University education in Europe, but as our 
pioneers pass away men of then’ class become fewer, for the number 
of immigrants declines.

What, I may ask, is the aim of higher education ? We may, no 
doubt, say that the aim of all our institutions is to form good men 
and good women—men and women physically strong and morally 
pure ; and if our men and women are not highly developed in intelli
gence, which means in the higher education, then we are falling short 
in our duty as a nation— we are failing to promote true national life. 
It must therefore be the aim of our University to increase largely its 
roll of students. I do not think we can form any estimate of the 
future number of our students any more than we could have foreseen 
twenty-one years ago the number of students who have passed through 
the University in that period. Our students must increase in number 
and in a greater ratio to the population if our University is to 
discharge its proper function in the community. We must train our 
men and women amongst ourselves for the discharge of the highest
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■duties of citizenship. We must look to New Zealanders being our 
future teachers, our professors, and our scientific experts. If we fail 
in this, what are we to he ? We shall bo mere slaves to the higher 
nations—mere growers and exporters of wool, frozen mutton and 
gold ! We shall not be walking in the highest paths of national life 
if we cannot produce amongst ourselves the men that are necessary to 
the highest development of a nation. For such men we must look to 
ourselves. And how are they to be got if we do not have a greater 
development of University education ? What I want to impress upon 
the community is that we have to train our New Zealanders to such a 
pitch as we have not even dreamed of up to the present time. Our colleges 
in New Zealand have as yet done nothing as homes of original 
research, and we must not rest content with anything short of that. 
Our colleges are now doing in University work what is really only 
primary education work—we are imparting mere bread-and-butter 
knowledge; but we must look forward to the time when in our 
University halls we shall have men working steadily at some special 
science or at some special problem of philosophy, or some great ques
tion of literature, not merely for the degree obtainable for such work, 
nor for the money to be earned, but for the mere love of the work. 
And so long as our Universities and colleges fail in this, they fall 
short of their higher calling. How, then, is this high ideal to be 
reached ? How are we to perfect our University system so that it 
may go hand in hand with our material advancement ? There are 
many things that might be done towards the perfecting of the system. 
Our local bodies can assist. How do our local bodies compare in this 
respect with those at Home ? Look at the history of any of the old 
Universities. Take Edinburgh University for example. Consider 
what the Edinburgh Town Council has done in the way of aiding and 
fostering that institution : they thought nothing of paying a duty on 
much that they consumed in order to aid their University; and you will 
see from the Scotch papers that the Town Council of Aberdeen, 
recognising the need for University extension, voted thousands from 
the town funds in order to foster the University. Surely it is not too 
much to ask that our local bodies should do something for the 
University ; for our University is of more benefit to Dunedin than any 
of our manufacturers. And it enables the State, because it raises, 
improves and enobles the people. It becomes a centre of intellectual 
life that is sending forth influences the value and importance of which 
no one can estimate. Our local bodies then should continually lend a 
helping hand to our colleges and University, and in so doing they may 
rest assured they are doing some of the best work of which they are 
capable. Then, also, our people should take pride in our educational 
institutions. One would think the people of Otago imagine that they 
•can best render service to our colleges by criticising and belittling 
them. I do not take this view of the matter. Nobody says these 
institutions are perfect. It will take centuries to perfect them, or even



29

to make them at all equal to the institutions Professor Sale has referred 
to. But I do not believe any struggling institution is helped by 
being continually subjected to adverse criticism. And yet this is a 
kind of “  assistance ”  that is very lavishly bestowed upon our Univer
sity as well as upon other institutions. It would seem that the 
tendency to this is a characteristic of our colonial life. Many people 
seem to think it smart to find out some little blot and continually 
publish it abroad. This is not the part of a good citizen, unless he 
himself bestir to remove the blot. We must have enthusiasm for 
our institutions ; we must do what the majority of people did at the 
time of the founding of the University. They saw that it would be 
to the advantage of the colony to send our bright young men to 
schools and Universities at Home; but they also saw like wise and 
patriotic men that until we had in our midst institutions at winch our 
young men and young women could obtain the higher education we 
should not be fulfilling our higher functions. We cannot hope to 
emulate Cambridge with its enormous endowments, nor Oxford witli 
its noble associations, nor Edinburgh with its centuries of historical 
renown, nor any of the old Universities; but we oan raise and main
tain amongst ourselves a high and noble enthusiasm for our future. 
I  hope to see the day when what has happened in America will 
happen here, and that our wealthy settlers will come to our aid. The 
other day we heard of Leland Stanford having given £4,000,000 for 
the foundation of the Leland Stanford Junior University. Consider, 
too, what John Hopkins did for the establishment of a University at 
Baltimore ; and look at the other rich men who have given numerous 
endowments in the other States of North America for the benefit of 
the higher education. And although we are no doubt a small com
munity, and can never have millionaires as they have in America— and 
perhaps a good thing too—yet we can do this : we can appeal to our 
settlers to help the University with their countenance and kindly aid, 
and, if they have means, with money, and so help it forward in the 
path of progress. It has been said all people may be divided into two 
classes—the pessimists and the optimists. The pessimists are con
tinually crying out “  there are lions in the path I”  they are continually 
saying that evil is coming, and that what is being done can lead only 
to misery, and distress, and wrong. The other class of people always 
look at the bright side of things—they always have hope for the 
future. Well, I believe if you read history aright you will see that no 
pessimist ever did much good for humanity. How coaid he ? If 
there is to be no future of joy. be cannot strive to reach i t ; if the 
future is to be full of misery, he oannot work for it. It is the people 
who have faith and hope in the future of the race that can alone help 
us. And it is this class of people we hope to see taking an interest 
in onr University. When New Zealand can say that, compared with 
her population, she has more men and women who have passed 
through its University colleges than any other nation, then New
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Zealand will have greater glory than if she quadrupled the export o f  
frozen mutton, doubled our export of wool, increased the output of 
gold, and multiplied our industries and manufactures. Then we 
should be raised in the scale of nations; for, after all, it is education—  
intelligence— and intellect that make a man great; and I believe it is 
only an intelligent educated people that can make a nation great. In 
looldng to our national life, thon, we must look to the development of 
our Universities. Their influence is really the salt of our communi
ties ; and if we can leave as a legacy to our children’s children a 
University equipped for the higher development of humanity, then we 
shall have done something more for them than if we had merely 
increased, however largely, their power of material production. I 
trust that, seeing what our first twenty-one years have accomplished, 
we shall go forward, all of ns doing our share as loyally as we can to 
help University development, so that those who come after us will be 
able to recount with pride our efforts in the cause of higher education. 
Let us help the University so that future Chancellors may look back 
and say that the men of 1893 all did their duty loyally in helping to 
advance the University, and so advancing the cause of bur country 
and people.

<T!h* (Otmu1 iyuitfcusihj ItlmH'unu

The nucleus of the Museum was a collection illustrating the 
geology and natural history of Otago which was formed by Dr. (now 
Sir James) Hector in the early sixties, and was exhibited in the New 
Zealand Exhibition of 1865 in the building now used as a hospital. 
Dr. Hector was at that time Provincial Geologist, and the collection 
was exhibited as forming the Museum of the Geological Survey of 
Otago. It appears to have been a very good exhibition collection, and 
included rooks, minerals and fossils, birds and fishes, timbers and 
building stones, dried plants, maps, drawings, etc.

At the close of the Exhibition the specimens were stored away 
for about three years, when some rooms in the old University'—now 
the Colonial Bank—were set apart as a Museum, and 4100 a year 
was voted for expenses, the late University janitor ( A. Purdie) acting 
as ouretaker, or curator, or both,

In 1873 a new era began. The Provincial Council voted £500 a 
year for the maintenance of the Museum, and Captain F. W. Hutton, 
of the Boyal Welsh Fusiliers, who had seeu service in the Crimea and 
the Indian Mutiny, and whose scientific writings had attracted the 
notice of no less a person than Charles Darwin, was appointed 
curator, receiving at the same time the appointments of Provincial 
Geologist and lecturer on Geology at the newly-founded University.
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The Museum was managed by a committee, consisting of Mr. W. D. Munson (chairman), Mr. L. 0 . Beal, Professor Black, Dr. Alexander, and Mr. Arthur Beverley, and one of the first acts of this body was the appointment of the taxidermist who still holds office. In 1875 the amount voted was increased to .£000 a year, a second assistant (F. J. Bourne) was appointed as caretaker, and it was decided to erect a permanent building on a site granted for the purpose in Great King street. The design selected was that of Mr. David Ross, F.R.T.B.A., and the foundation stone of the present building was laid in December, 1876.
No one can call the Museum, as it stands, anything but ugly, but it must be remembered, in justice to Mr. Ross, that his design provides for two wings, one at each end of the present permanent building. When these are added (when?), and the cold grey of the concrete is hidden by suitable painting, the Museum will make a decidedly handsome erection. Internally it serves its purpose very w ell; its chief faults are the absurdly narrow and inconvenient staircases, the insufficient slope and defective construction of the roof, resulting in constant leaks, and the presence of cross-lights, which often interfere seriously with the view of the specimens in the cases.The first portion of the building erected was the back part or lean-to, containing the curator’s room, preparation rooms, etc.; and in this Captain Hutton and his two assistants set to work to prepare specimens in sufficient number to make some sort of show when the new Museum should be ready to receive them. How they worked will be obvious to anyone who considers that the collection of mammals, the general collections of birds, fishes and reptiles, the shells, minerals, etc., are now practically what they wore when the Museum was opened to the public in 1877. I shudder to think what might have been the condition of the institution with a loss competent curator and with less skilful assistants.The entire cost of the building and fittings was about £12,500. It was opened to the public on August 11th, 1877, the Committee taking what was considered the very revolutionary step of keeping it open on Sundays as well as on week-days. In the same year the Otago Museum Act was passed setting aside an endowment for the maintenance of the Museum—to be shared, alas I with the Athenroum—and vesting its management in the Council of the University. This latter step was a stroke of genius ; it ensured the Museum a curator of some scientific standing, since it was an understood thing that that office was to be held in commendam with the Professorship of Biology, to which Captain Hutton had been appointed; and it provided the University with an essential adjunct to the teaching of Natural History.
In 1879 Captain Hutton was appointed to the Chair of Biology at Canterbury College, and after an interregnum, during which the Museum was ruled by Professor Ulrich, the present curator entered
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upon his duties on June 8th, 1880. Since then, I am happy to say, our annals have been tiresome, and only two events have happened which it is necessary to chronicle. In 1890 a temporary south wing was added in the form of a hideous wood and iron erection which will, I  hope, continue to be an eyesore to the citizens of Dunedin until they are patriotic enough to replace it by a permanent structure. The present excrescence was originally a part of the New Zealand and South Seas Exhibition of 1889-90, and its erection was rendered necessary by the acquisition of numerous valuable collections presented to the Museum at the close of the Exhibition. The most important of these are the magnificent collection of New Zealand timbers, presented by the Government, and the fine carved slabs of a large Maori house, bought, owing to the energy and enthusiasm of Dr. Hocken, by public subscription.The other event to which I referred is the colouring of the inside of the main building. The ground tint chosen is not entirely successful, but is a vast improvement upon the cold, dirty grey which 
previously struck a chill into the heart of the susceptible visitor. It should also be mentioned that in 1889 a very efficient biological laboratory was made by joining two of the rooms in the basement, the two corresponding upper rooms of the “ lean-to ” being used for lecture room and library.One thing about the Museum should, I think, be widely known. It is the only indoor place of public resort in the city ; it is open every day in the year; and it costs the ratepayers not one penny, being 
supported by landed endowment, which at the present day yields a 
smaller income than it did when first set apart for its purpose sixteen 
years ago. If these facts were borne in mind, I hardly think the 
citizens of Dunedin would consent to receive so large a slice of its 
woefully diminished income in the shape of rates.

T. J effery  P arker.

ptaiter# to tije gtdjuolptittc#*
In the admirable address “ On the History of the Otago University,” delivered by Dr. Shand at the celebration of tlie twenty- first anniversary of the University, the history of the School of Mines, so far as regards the creation, progress, and present teaching capabilities and attendance of this institution, has received due consideration. As some additional information regarding the objects of the School might be of interest, the following notes have been drawn up, with the view of explaining certain circumstances which, in some measure,
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impede the fair progress of tho School, and unfavourably affect those 
students who study for the Associateship in the Mining Division, and 
desire to obtain mining managers’ certificates in New Zealand.

On glancing at the educational results of the teaching in the 
School of Mines, one is struck by the fact that most of the past 
students who have succeeded in attaining to responsible good positions 
did so outside of New Zealand, thus favouring the opinion the writer 
has occasionally heard expressed— “  that State support to the School 
of Mines is of questionable utility if, after receiving their education at 
comparatively small expense to them, students leave our shores and 
use their knowledge for the benefit of other countries which have 
spent nothing in training them.” At first sight, this may seem a 
formidable indictment; but, based as it is upon a rather one-sided, if 
not selfish, view [of the raison d'etre of professional schools, it quite 
ignores the main principle upon which such schools are nowadays- 
established in all civilised countries. This principle is to afford 
parents opportunity to have their sons trained in professions promising 
them a satisfactory status and income in after-life. If their own 
country offers openings in this respect, no doubt the young men 
remain ; but if it does not, they are obliged, and prepared, to try 
their fortune in other countries. And so stands the case with our past 
mining students. All would gladly stay in New Zealand if suitable 
positions, with some promise of advancement, were available ; but 
this, unfortunately, is the case to but a very limited number. And 
here, moreover, comes in one of the adverse circumstances before 
alluded to—namely, that the certificate of mining manager can only 
be obtained from the Mining Department by passing a theoretical 
examination held by a Board of Examiners in Wellington, and on 
production of satisfactory evidence of engagement in practical work for 
three years in metallic mines, and for five years in coal mines, for the 
certificates of metal mine manager and coal mine manager respectively. 
Now, considering the extensive range of subjects in which a student has 
to pass examinations on going through the curriculum of our school—  
examinations in the aggregate, no doubt, more difficult than the one 
to be passed in Wellington— it is surely not too much to ask of the 
Mining Department that those of our students able to produce the 
diploma of Associate in Mining should be spared the expense and 
trouble of the Wellington examination. The University Council 
having been informed of the bearings of the case, is understood to 
have made representations to the Minister of Mines in this respect, 
which we may hope will have a favourable outcome.

But it is also in regard to the prescribed lengths of the terms of 
practical work that, in the writer’s opinion, some concession ought to 
be made in favour of Associates in Mining— say, a reduction from 
three years to two for the certificate of a metal mine manager, and 
five years to three for that of a coal mine manager. For it stands to 
reason that, with his knowledge, acquired from the lectures, of the
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nature and principles of the various kinds of mining work, the 
student will soon become familiar with the latter, learn to estimate 
their value, and difficulty, and time of execution, and— what is of 
great importance, but for which the reduced term mentioned is 
adequate—gain some experience in the management of men. We 
have a case in proof of this in one of the past students, F. Baldwin, 
who, with the practical knowledge and experience derived from only 
a few months’ practical work during the vacations, was yet able to 
eonduot, to the satisfaction of the general manager, the working of 
one of the gold mines of an Indian mining company, in which up to 
100 men were employed, and where he had to do all the charging 
and firing of bore-holes with his own hands.

One of the regulations for the Mining course at the School is to 
the effect that, besides passing the prescribed examinations, the 
student has to produce certificates of having for twelve months been 
engaged in practical work in mines before he can claim the diploma 
of Associate in Mining. To complete as large portion as possible of 
this working term during the two vacations in the three years' course 
is obviously of the greatest importance to him, because it not only 
helps him to understand more easily the mining lectures, and is 
important to him in a pecuniary respect, but he comes thereby also 
into the position—what he is especially anxious for— of being able to 
claim the diploma at the earliest possible date after leaving the School. 
For this dooument is the chief testimonial he can bring in proof of 
his qualifications, in case a suitable post should offer worth making 
application for. Considering now that the time spent in some 
necessary rest after the session, and in enquiries, travelling, &o., 
leaves only three to four months of the vacation available for practical 
work, students find considerable difficulty in inducing managers of 
mining companies to employ them for such a limited period; in fact, 
most of them are never sure of obtaining work. The ease is quite 
different with the students of the Mining Schools of Prussia, Saxony, 
and Austria, where each one has a regular and systematic course of 
practical work laid out for him by the Mining Departments—the 
mines there being all nuder the control and management of the 
Government.

It deserves, however, grateful acknowledgment that some of the 
managers of our mining companies, notably of the Kaitangata and 
Westport, have for some years past given work regularly to a few of 
our students during the vacations, and are understood to have signified 
their willingness to do so in the future; but as the number of students 
requiring work may range up to twenty and over, it is sincerely to be 
hoped that the managers of other mining companies will come forward 
and follow the example of goodwill and liberality set by the managers 
of the mining companies mentioned. It is for a cause well deserving 
every support.

U.
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@ ttx0<r g l e b a t i t t g

Of all tlie institutions now existing in connection with our 
•College the oldest is the Debating Society. And, arising probably 
from this fact, this institution for many years possessed the distinction 
of being the centre of the University life, from which radiated the 
social intercourse of the students of the boyhood of tlie College. In 
its infancy the Otago University was a seat of learning only. Most 
of the students were engaged in other pursuits during the day, and, 
beyond attending classes, took no further interest in University work, 
and, so far as history tells us, took no interest in their fellow students. 
But about the years 1876 and 1877 the spirit of camaraderie began to 
show itself.

The earliest development was, if memory serves aright, the 
formation of a cricket club, which had an existence meteoric in its 
brilliancy and brevity. There happened to be a dozen town students 
together in these years who could, and did, meet regularly during the 
cricket season, but as they were replaced, in part, by country men 
the summer season was not favourable to tbe congregation of the 
alumni, and cricket had to be given up. But the advantages and 
pleasures of combination had been tasted and were found too sweet to 
be lost. Thanks to the energy of Mr. George Montgomery, one of 
the most earnest and most competent students whose names have been 
inscribed upon the books of the College, a general meeting of the 
students was held on June 7th, 1878, for the purpose of considering 
the advisability of forming a Debating Society in connection with the 
Otago University. The meeting was largely attended and the 
following resolution, proposed by Mr. George Montgomery, and 
seconded by Mr. W. D. Milne, was carried with enthusiasm:—

“  That a University Debating Society be formed consisting of 
students who are now attending, or who have attended the various 
•classes.” A provisional committee was appointed to prepare and 
draft rules, and on their adoption, Mr. Montgomery was appointed 
secretary and treasurer of the Society. The office of secretary has 
ever been in this Society, as indeed it is in all like societies, the 
most important, entailing practically all the work of arranging the 
syllabus and seeing it carried out.

On June 28th, the Inaugural Address was delivered by Professor 
Maegregor, in the lower hall of the Museum, to a large and fashionable 
audience, presided over by Dr. Stuart, then Vice-Chancellor of the 
University. The adjective “ fashionable”  is specially to be noted 
because it imports that there were a large number of ladies present. 
As the worthy professor had prepared an address for students only,
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dealing with the influence of heredity and early environment on the 
development of the individual, it required all his skill and tact to 
turn his intended remarks into an address suitable to a mixed audience. 
But all passed off well, few, if any, of those present being visited with 
a suspicion of the truth.

A fortnight later the ordinary business of the Society was 
proceeded with. The names of those taking part may be of interest. 
The chair was taken by Mr. T. C. Farnie ; Mr. F. H. Jeffcoat recited 
Mark Antony’s speech, from Shakespeare’s “  Julius Ciesar Mr. D. 
M. Stuart then gave a “  Review of the Ballad Poetry of Macaulay and 
Aytoun; ”  so run the minutes. Regular meetings were then 
continued. On the 16th of August the rule as to the appointment of 
two critics was carried, and at the same meeting it is recorded “  Mr. 
Fergus Hume then read an original poem, entitled ' Act®on,' which 
called forth the warmest praise from all present." The record does 
not add that the diphthong was replaced by a short vowel in the 
name of the hero. Probably owing to this disfigurement the poem 
does not runk among the best known of the now popular author's 
productions. The annual report for the first session contains the 
following clause :—“  Of the success of the Society no better proof can 
be given than the fact that as the session advanced the meetings 
excited more and more interest, and were more and more largely 
attended. Indeed, the greatest difficulty with which the Society has 
had to contend during the past yoar has been the want of a suitable 
room in which to hold its meetings, several of which were 
inconveniently crowded. Financial report: Received 81 subscriptions 
of 5s each.”

The session of 1879 saw two lady students, Misses Freeman and 
Montgomery, on the Committee of Management, Mr. George 
Montgomery retaining his dual capacity. On the 4th of July, on the 
motion of the secretary, seconded by Mr. G. Hirsch, it was resolved 
“  That a University Magazine be published in connection with this 
Society,”  and Messrs. D. M. Stuart, A. R. Barclay, and G. 
Montgomery were elected editors with a suggestion that “  the 
magazine should be of the same size as the old New Zealand 
Magazine.”  Difficulties seem to have cropped up and some internal 
dissension, for on October 10th we find a resolution carried increasing 
the number of editors to five, and the resignation of those already 
elected. The annual report says, that “  owing to causes, that cannot 
here be stated, the publishing of the magazine was postponed for a 
year.”  The membership this year rose to 46.

At the annual meeting in 1880 the following resolution was 
c a r r i e d “  That this Society desires to express its regret at the loss 
of so valuable a member as its late secretary, its appreciation of his 
services while he held office, and its hope that his career at Home 
may be both pleasant and prosperous.”  Well deserved was the- 
appreciation, but the good wishes were not destined to be fulfilled..
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George Montgomery was only vouchsafed time enough to make’ 
known at Edinburgh his ability and promise, when the heavy hand 
of death was laid upon him.

His successor in the office of secretary was his brother Alexander, 
while the duties of the treasury were entrusted to Mr. YV. D. Milne. 
At the first meeting the magazine cropped up again, and at the 
second the number of editors was again reduced to three, and Messrs. 
Stuart, Barclay, and Farnie wore appointed. The business of the 
year was ordinary routine essays and debates. On October 8th one of 
tho editors, in answer to a question, replied “  that the magazine 
would be published before the end of tho session.”  This is the last 
record relating to the magazine— the annual report is significantly 
silent on the matter.

In the year 1881 the custom, still continued, of appointing 
senior students vice-presidents of the Society was first adopted—• 
Messrs D. M. Stuart, and A. It. Barclay being the first holders of 
this position. In this session, owing doubtless to the reticence of 
some of the younger students, it was decided to draw the names of 
those present from a ballot box and "  that each person speak as his 
name is drawn or not at all," This resolution was rescinded early 
in tho following session. It was also decided to take a vote at the- 
close of each debate.

At the annual meeting in May, 1882, the Society’s prize for the 
best essay by a junior member was founded, but was not opened for 
competition until the following year.

During this session Mr. A. B. Barclay occupied the position o f 
secretary, being replaced in the following year by Mr. T. Smaill. 
During the session of 1888 the magazine question again cropped up, 
this time emanating from the Canterbury College Dialectic Society. 
It was decided by the Debating Society to heartily support the pro
posed magazine, and a vigorous correspondence between the two 
colleges ensued. In the following year the first meeting of Convoca
tion, which was held in Christchurch, gave an opportunity for a 
conference of Otago and Canterbury graduates, and a memorable 
conference was held. But the magnitude of the enterprise on the 
proposed lines— a monthly New Zealand magazine—combined with 
the feebleness of the support promised by the literary and scientific 
men of the colony, prevented it from being carried out. The fate o f  
“  The New Zealand Magazine ”  was too fresh in the minds of the 
men of colonial reputation to allow them to become enthusiastic in a 
new venture controlled by the newly-made graduates of our Univer
sity. The proposal was too ambitious, and it was left to a later race 
of students in the year 1888 to successfully produce a magazine on 
more modest but sounder lines, the history of which will be found 
elsewhere in this record issue.

The prize essay scheme developed during this session, and the- 
first prizeman was Mr. W. M. Smith, the subject of his essay being



38

“ Adam Bede.” The loss sustained by the Society in the untimely 
death of Mr. A. T. Stuart is recorded in the minutes of this year.

The year 1884 was marked by a general shaking of the dry bones 
in University matter ̂ generally. There seemed to arise in this year 
a desire for the enjoyment of that “ University life ” which plays so 
great a part in the older universities of the world.

The Debating Society, which still enjoyed the distinction of being 
the students only common meeting ground, was sorely exercised as to 
the proper treatment of the new movement. At an early meeting in 
June a letter was read from Professor J. Mainwaring Brown, who 
ever took a keen interest and active pint in the doings of the Society, 
suggesting that a public debate should be held during the session. 
This was accepted by the Society as a worthy notion, and the Com
mittee was instructed to suggest some form of social gathering to 
which the pubic debate would be a preliminary. “ A social gathering 
in the University library” was at first decided upon in preference to 
“ a social meeting in the form of a s u p p e r b u t  financial scruples 
intervened, and it was finally decided that the Society thought it 
undesirable to take any further steps in the matter. The result of 
this position was the formation of an independent committee, and the 
establishment on separate lines of the most important institution—the 
University Ball. Another outcome of the discussion was the adoption 
of a new rule defining the objects of the Society, and a motion 
brought forward by Mr. J. B. Wilkinson, and seconded by Mr D. 
White, was fiorcely discussed. It proposed “ that this Society be 
called the Otago Students’ Glub,” and simply anticipated the forma
tion of the now existing Students' Association. The motion was 
finally negatived, but the necessity for some general organisation was 
shown by the holding during this session of two general meetings of 
students to discuss questions then burning, and, indeed, not yet 
settled—“ The division of the College session into terms ” and “ the 
proposed B.A. regulations of the New Zealand University.”

The roll of the Society, kept by Mr. B. Gilkison as secretary, 
during this session showed 57 names, 1883 having shown 52, with 
high-water mark in 1881 of 60. The prize essay was not awarded 
this year.

Strangely enough, in view of what has just been said, the annual 
report for the session contains the following :—“ The year just gone 
has been a year without any history, but it was a year of much quiet 
progress and honest hard work.”

The year 1885 was marked by the introduction of an elaborate 
set of 37 standing orders of debate, another outcome of the recent 
meeting of Convocation where the like provision had been made, and 
by the appointment of a committee to assist the representatives of the 
New Zealand University Senate in the arrangements for the gradua
tion ceremony. The ordinary business of the Society proceeded as 
usual, and although the roll of members, as shown by the treasurer’s





39

report, showed a decrease, the average attendance rose from 27 in 
1884 to 45 this year. The secretary for the term was Mr. W. A. 
Chappie.

From and including the session of 1886 the records of the Society 
are confined to reporting the ordinary work of a debating Society. 
The meeting opened with reading, which was not criticised. Mr. 
So-and-So then delivered his essay, or a debate was then opened, and 
the meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the chair. During this 
session two efforts were made to introduce subjects of University 
interest, but outside the syllabus—one in connection with the students' 
room, the other concerning the division of the University year ; but 
both were ruled out of order. The prize essayist this year was Mr. 
H. C. Barclay, the subject being “ The Origin of Species." Mr. J. 
A. Johnston discharged the duties of the secretaryship.

In July, 1887. a motion was proposed by Mr, Jas. Hutchison in 
the following terms:—“ That, in the opinion of this Society, the 
time has now arrived when it is desirable that a University journal 
should be published under the auspices of the Society, and that a 
committee be appointed to report before the close of the session on 
the prospects of such a publication, the committee to consist of Messrs. 
McNab, Palmer, Sidey, II. G. Barclay, Johnson, and the mover.’’ 
The secretary for the year was Mr. W. A. Chappie, and the prize 
■essayist Mr. R. S. Collie, his subject being “ The N ovel: its Growth 
and Value.”

At the first meeting held in the the following year last year’s 
essayist was appointed secretary, and the question of the journal 
finally disposed of so far as the Society was concerned. It was 
resolved that the report of the Committee be referred to a general 
meeting of students, to be called by the Committee upon some suitable 
evening, and that that meeting consider the advisability of starting 
such a magazine. The result of this general meeting was the 
foundation of that most excellent publication, T he Otago U niversity 
Review.

Although, judging by the record of the number of members 
present during this session, the Society maintained its popularity, 
great difficulty was experienced in getting members to speak on the 
various topics under discussion and a new rule found favour, giving 
the chairman power to call on any member to speak, “ and that the 
member so called upon be expected to say something on the subject 
for discussion." The annual report is somewhat apologetic in this 
matter, but the rule being applied with discretion was found to 
answer very well. The report concludes with the following paragraph : 
“  One last word must be added expressive of the great loss which the 
Society has sustained by the lamented fate of the late Professor 
Brown. Professor Brown entered with the greatest enthusiasm into 
every matter which concerned the students of this University and his 
services were always tendered with a characteristic heartiness and
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■willingness. Your Committee desire to place on record their highest 
esteem for the late professor ; their high appreciation of his services, 
always ready to be enlisted on behalf of the Society, and their most 
heartfelt regret at his untimely decease.”

A fresh departure was made on the year 1889 on the motion of 
Mr. T. K. Sidey. The encouragement of shorter work was decided 
upon, so that two or more short essays might be taken in one 
night, and the ‘ Farrago ’ was borrowed from our sister Society in 
Canterbury College. Although a humourous writer in the R eview 
took great exception to the name bestowed on this new development, 
it proved a signal success. Nine items, complying with the conditions 
of originality and brevity, were presented on the first evening, and in 
order to preserve the desired anonymity, were read by the secretary, 
Mr. J. R. Macdonald. The vote taken at the close decided that the 
‘‘ Capping Song” was the most meritorious, but the prize-winning 
author declined to reveal his identity.

Another innovation was a symposium on “ My Favourite 
Novelist ” which produced five papers by different students, giving 
their reasons for their respective preferences. The Committee in their 
annual report deplore the small competition for the prize essay. 
The prize was this year awarded to Miss Marion White for a short 
tale entitled “ Irene.” Miss White had been the successful 
competitor in the previous year with an essay on “ Vanity Fair.”

The year 1890 was not a flourishing one in the Society although 
the meetings were held regularly, aud the previous years attractions 
continued. A new prize was instituted for the best debater, “ to be 
decided by the sum-total of the votes of members present at debates 
held during the year. The competition for this was not great, but 
the winner was found in Mr. R. S. Collie.” The prize essay was 
again furnished by a lady student—the successful competitor being 
Miss Bulau with a novellette entitled “ Marjory’s Good-bye.”

The following year almost witnessed the dissolution of the 
Society. The inaugural address which had been continued every 
year since the formation of the Society, with but one exception, was 
dispensed with and it was not until the last day of July that the first 
meeting was held. Unfortunately during this and the preceding year 
the minutes share in the general atrophy. But when a start was 
made Mr. J. McKenzie was appointed secretary, and the regular 
fortnightly meetings were continued. The assistance of some of the 
older students was invited and freely given, but the attendance was 
not what it should have been. Mr. J. Collie supplied the prize 
essay, the subject being “ Poetry of the Nineteenth Century.” The 
debating prize was not awarded. An important change in the 
Constitution of the Society was carried out by the Committee this 
year—the management being handed over to the Executive of the- 
Students’ Association, which body now appoints all office-bearers for 
the Society.
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1892 saw another innovation in the proceedings. The Society got under way at an early date, and the usual inaugural address was delivered. The Committee determined to still further relieve the tedium of essays and debates, and a piano was added to the stock of the Society. From this followed musical items—instrumental and vocal—introductory to the more serious business of the meetings. An excellent programme was prepared and carried out, but the traditions of the institution were sadly broken by the introduction of the professors as essayists. Threo out of the four essays in the syllabus were delivered by the professors, and although, doubtless, the audience benelitted by the change, there seems to be evidence of a tendency to make the Society somewhat parasitic. But the interest was maintained throughout the year, probably owing to the more instructive nature of the pabulum supplied. But the following paragraph which occurs in the minutes of several meetings may have influenced the attendance. “ Tea and cake were then handed round." The syllabus for the current year, 1898, follows on similar lines.The range of subjects dealt with by the Society is a wide one, but, save in so far as a distinct acadomic&l section is added, does not differ widely from that of the commoner variety of debating societies. At the fivst debate of the Society the members declared themselves opponents of the special creation theory of life, and this subject seems thereupon to have been settled. Not so with other subjects. Chinese immigration and its results has appeared no less than three times in the syllabus. German universities also figure three times. Woman’s franchise has been negatived on two separate occasions by largo majorities. In 1885 a debate extending over two nights was held on the subject, “ Should Ladies be admitted to the Medical Profession ?" and resulted in a vote in favour of the affirmative by a two-thirds majority. In 1891 the question re-appeared, this time under the slightly altered heading, “ Should Women be admitted to the Medical Profession ?” and was affirmed by a three-fourths majority; but the interests of the then present medical students were preserved by an addendum that the admission should be postponed till the system of the Medical School was romodelled. The Irish question has cropped up in various forms, beginning with an essay on “ Fenianism ” in 1878, passing to the question of the Abolition of the Land League in 1881, and culminating in a unanimous voto in favour of Home Rule as opposed to Imperial Government in 1886, the only case of unanimity on any question recorded in the minute-books of the Society, and, indeed, it might be added, the only case of unanimity on this subject yet discovered. The uselessness of the Legislative Council was affirmed in 1882 and again in 1888. The necessity for manhood suffrage was affirmed in 1881, and in the samo year the Society declared in favour of a Republic as opposed to a Monarchy by a majority of two to one.
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In the realm of letters the usual essays abound. The first in 

the record, delivered on September 18th, 1878, possesses more than a passing interest. The essayist was Miss Montgomery, the subject, “ Thackeray,” and the delivery of the essay was the,first occasion in which a lady had appeared in public in this city in such a character. One or two lecturers had been hoard in Dunedin before—■ 
one an immigration agent, and one a revivalist preacher —but 
Miss Montgomery was the first to adopt the role of an essayist in 
literature. The meeting was largely attended by the outside public, 
and caused some little stir in tlio then contracted literary circle of 
the town.

Of the other essays a few names must suffice : Shakespeare, in 
bulk and in parcels, George Eliot and her separate works, Tennyson, 
Scott, Longfellow, Byron, Scott, Wordsworth, Holmes, Moliere, 
Swift, Shelley, Kerrick, Whittier, Edwin, Arnold and Artenms Ward 
have all found commentators. But it is needless to cite further examples. Everyone who has had experience of debating societies (and who has not?) can supply lists for himself beginning with trial by jury and ending with cremation and capital punishment. Of the academic questions discussed, Science v. Classics was the earliest 
form of a question now slowly solving itself, and, relying on memory 
onfy, was decided in 1880 distinctly in favour of the latter. The 
specialization of the work at the various colleges of the New Zealand 
University was approved in 1887. Iu 1889 it was not deemed advisable to make the B.A. degree compulsory, either for the ordinary medical course or for the M.D. degree. Opinions were equally divided in 1891 as to the advisability of retaining Latin ns a compulsory subject for the B.A. degree. The subject of academic dress has been put to the vote during this 1808 session, and the minutes are worth quoting—■“ resulting, as many of the ladies had gone 
owing to the lateness of the hour, in a narrow defeat for the gown 
party.”

Such is a short outline of the work of the Society during the past 
fifteen years; a work which has without doubt left its mark on the 
men and women who have taken part in it. It is easy to make light of 
debating societies, and the subjects discussed, and the results of the 
discussions, but the work of such a society, when minds are expanding 
and habits of thought and life forming, cannot be too highly estimated. 
It is sincerely to be trusted that the present race of students will 
appreciate the advantages of this institution, and restore it to its pristine vigour and usefulness. Many of the graduates of Otago University look back to the fortnightly Friday evenings as a period of pure enjoyment, and locate there the formation not only of powers of thought and expression, but also of friendships, which, though now too often weakened by separation, still have vitality enough left to last till distance disappears.
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While the Debating Society may justly lay claim to the distinction of being the oldest of our University institutions, important 
amongst those of later birth is the Students’ Association. Year by year 
around our Alma Mater there grew up society after society, institution 
after institution, ceremony upon ceremony, with no central guiding body 
in existence to manage these institutions and direct the energies of the 
students into their proper channel. Consequently the existence of 
many of these institutions, depending entirely upon the efforts of 
individuals, was ever in danger, and the students themselves being 
allowed to run riot began to acquire, on such occasions as the capping 
ceremony, an unenviable reputation for rowdiness, mainly owing to 
the fact that, for want of unity, their energies were misdirected.

The want of some such central body becoming more and more 
obvious, not only to manage such University institutions as were 
unable to stand on their own feet, but also to watch over the interests 
of students in regard to matters of grievance cropping up in the course of University work, a meeting of students was held on the 20th May, 
1890, to consider the advisability of forming a “ Students’ Association," The meeting was unanimously in favour of the proposal, and a committee, consisting of Messrs. Gunn, Mouat, Palmer. MacDonald, Spencer, and Beid, was appointed to draw up a constitution to submit to a further meeting. After many lengthened and animated meetings of tliis committee, a set of rules was drawn up and subsequently 
submitted to a large and enthusiastic meeting of students in Professor 
Shand’s class-room on May 30th, 1890.

After considerable discussion these rules were adopted, the most 
important of them being as follows :—

1. This Association shall be called “ The Otago University 
Students’ Association.”2. The object of this Association shall be to control all matters in which students as a body are interested.8. All matriculated students and graduates of the University of Otago, and all bom fide mining students—such being defined as those who are attending tliree classes in the Mining Curriculum—shall be entitled to become members of this Association upon payment of the annual subscription.4. The annual meeting of the Association shall be held not later than the second Friday in May in each year, at which meeting a President and two Vice-presidents shall be elected by the members of the Association. At or before this meeting each faculty—namely, Arts, Medicine, Law and Mining—shall elect one delegate for every
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ten or part of ten members it lias on the roll of the Association, and 
such delegates, together with the President and Vice-Presidents, shall 
form the Executive of the Association.

5. The Executive shall appoint one of its own members as 
secretary and treasurer.

At the same meeting Mr. W. E. Spencer, M.A., B.Sc., was 
elected President, and Messrs. A. Hendry, B.A., and J. R. MacDonald 
Vice-Presidents of the Association. The first representatives of the 
Faculties elected in accordance with Rule 4 above were: Messrs. 
Campbell, Crawford, Young, Montgomery, M.A., Line, B.A., Palmer, 
M.A., Menzies, Butement, Reid, Hogg, Collie, B.A., Sidey, B.A., 
LL .B ., Moxmt, B.A., Baldwin, and Fitzgerald.

The Executive met for the first time on the 4th June, at which 
meeting Mr. Mouat was elected secretary and treasurer. The work of 
this Executive Committee during the session of 18110 may be briefly 
summarised.

The Committee early set about securing two furnished rooms, 
one for the use of the ladies, and the other for the use of the male 
students. After several negotiations, the Executive succeeded in getting 
the Council to grant and furnish for the exclusive use of the lady 
students the room then known as the Professorial Roard room, while 
the old students’ room was renovated and refurnished for the use of 
the male students, partly by the Council and partly by a levy of two 
shillings each on the members of the Association.

This year’s Executive also undertook and carried out the ordinary 
routine work, which has become part of the business of each year’s 
Executive, The annual ball, capping ceremony and dinner, and the 
socials held from time to time during the session, were all carried out 
this year by sub-committees of the Executive, and since then the 
management of all those institutions has rested with the Executive. 
In this year- we note the first attempt to have the capping ceremony 
held in the afternoon. Chiefly owing to the exertions of the Execu
tive, the Chairman, Dr. Scott, agreed to hold the ceremony in the 
evening, and the orderliness o f the proceedings justified his action.

The social held this year on June 28th was the inauguration of a 
series field from time to time during the succeeding years. In refer
ence to these socials the annual report says : “  Your Executive would 
strongly urge upon the incoming Executive the advisability of making 
these socials a regular institution, taking care that one, if not more, 
should be hold during the year, as they have been found an excellent 
means of promoting a spirit of sociability not only among students, 
hut also between the students and the teaching staff, o f which feeling 
there is at present a sad want."

During the year the Association began to take that interest in 
the other University institutions that it has ever since shown. Its 
Executive lent its helping hand to the Football Club, trying to induce 
students to support it in preference to all other clubs. The Tennis
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Club also came in for its -willing aid. In this year the Council had 
built upon one of the Club's courts a building for the purposes of the 
Mining School. The Association, by its Executive, petitioned the 
Council for compensation, a petition which two years later, in 1892, 
the Council granted, donating a large sum towards the replacing of 
the court.

In this, the year of its initiation, the work o f the Association had 
been to a great extent tentative. It remained still for future 
Executives to carry out and perfect the work done. And yet its 
work had not been in vain, and its maintenance had been found to be 
not unfruitful of good. “ Although,”  says the annual report, “ the 
Association has not dealt with matters of such importance as will form 
the work of future Executives, still, on the whole, good work has 
been done; and your Executive are strongly of the opinion that the 
institution and maintenance of this Association is fully justified by 
the necessity that exists o f guarding our institutions."

The second annual meeting was held on the 8th May, 1891. 
The annual report and balance-sheet were read, the latter showing 
the receipts to be h i27 16s 9d, and the expenditure £182. At this 
meeting an important change was made in regard to the management 
of the Debating Society and the Review. Formerly each of these 
institutions had been run independently of other institutions. Each 
had its own members, appointed its own officers, had its own 
meetings, and was separately financed. But the danger of these two 
most important institutions ceasing to exist, a danger very imminent 
at the opening of this session, caused a resolution to bo passed at 
this meeting by which the control and management o f these two 
institutions was transferred to the Association. Ever since the 
Executive has appointed the officers of these institutions, and 
managed as they now are by the Executive, the results have proved 
highly satisfactory.

The office-bearers appointed for this year were:— President, Mr. ' 
A. Hendry, B .A .; Vice-Presidents, Messrs J. R. MacDonald, and F. 
Baldwin. The number of delegates elected by the Faculties was 
fifteen, making an Executive of eighteen members. At then- first 
meeting, held on the 14tli May, these members elected Mr. J. G. 
Stuart, B.A. secretary and treasurer. At this meeting also a hearty 
vote of thanks was passed to Mr 0. M. Mouat for the valuable services 
lie had rendered as secretary to the Association. The ordinary work 
o f the Association was carried out this year with the usual success. 
The annual ball, capping ceremony, and dinner still found the 
Executive ready to perform its often arduous duties. The practice 
of holding periodical socials was continued to the great advantage of 
the students. Difficulties arose as to the carrying out o f the capping 
ceremony in the usual style, but a general meeting of the Association 
decided that the attempt should be made. Both ceremony and dinner 
were highly successful. The annual ball was ably carried out under
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fclio supervision of Mr. Baldwin. The R evtew and the Debating- 
Society, now under the control of tiro Executive, bad most successful 
seasons. The Association had, on the whole, reason to congratulate 
itself on the work done.

Besides this ordinary work, the Executive took up the cudgels on 
behalf of the Football Club. A great number of students had been in 
the habit o f playing for other clubs. The Executive by pointing out 
the wrong they did their own club by such action, succeeded in 
inducing many of these to join the University Club. The report at the 
close of this year, referring to this matter, says that the “  Executive 
are glad to learn that their action in the above matter has been 
attended with beneficial results,”

Another matter of some importance led ultimately to a remodel
ling of the constitution of the Association. The matter may be stated 
in the words of the report:— “  Your Executive perceiving that under 
the then existing rules of the Association the lady members of the 
Association bad no representation on their body, instructed the 
secretary to write to the lady students asking them to moot and elect 
male representatives, and thereupon three ladies’ representatives were 
elected, two of them being already representatives of the Arts Faculty.

“  A difficulty having cropped up on a subsequent occasion with 
regard to the right of the two gentlemen above-mentioned to exercise 
a double vote by virtue of their position as representatives of the lady 
students and also of the Arts Faculty, it was resolved that to provide 
for this and other contingencies, and also for efficient representation 
of the lady members, to appoint a committee to draw up a new and 
complete code of rules for the governing of the Association.”

The committee appointed consisted o f Messrs. Hendry, Mac
Donald, Stephens, Smeaton, and Stuart. This committee submitted 
a code of rules to the Executive and to the Association. These rules 
were adopted at the general meeting held on October 2nd. By these 
rules the lady students were formed into a separate faculty with 
special representation, and the qualification for membership was 
slightly enlarged by allowing all uninatriculated students who have 
attended four or are attending two classes to become members.

The third annual meeting of the Association was held on the Gtli 
May, 1892. The annual report and balance-sheet were read, the latter 
showing the total receipts for the year to be £126 6s 9d, and the 
expenditure £112 9s 4d. Mr. C. M. Mount, B.A., LL.B ., was 
appointed President; Messrs. C. Little, M.A., and T. D. Pearce, 
M.A., Vice-Presidents; and Mr. J. G. Stuart, M.A. (re-elected), 
Secretary. As representatives, twenty-one delegates were elected, the 
Executive thus consisting of twenty-five members. Mr. E. C. Cutten, 
B .A ., was elected Treasurer. Some difficulty being experienced as to 
the carrying on of the Review, the matter was submitted to this 
meeting, and it was decided that the R eview should continue to be 
published at the annual subscription of four shillings.
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The Executive carried on this year as successfully as usual the Debating Society, the Review, the Annual Ball, the Capping Ceremony and Dinner, and the now usual University socials.At the animal Capping Dinner a testimonial was presented to Mr. J. R. MacDonald on behalf of the Association for the many and great services he had rendered in managing and promoting University institutions.Now that this ordinary business had become firmly established, the Executive began to widen the scope of its work and to look around to see what points of our University system might with advantage be amended. Early in the year the Executive appointed a committee to wait upon Sir James Hector, the Chancellor of the New Zealand University, then hi Dunedin, to ascertain whether the results of the Degree Examinations could not be notified sooner and with more accuracy, and to point out the inconveniences students laboured under, owing to such delay and inaccuracy. Unfortunately, Sir James Hector left Dunedin before the committee had an opportunity of approaching him, and thus an important matter requiring attention was left in abeyance.In May, 1892, the Executive appointed another committee to consider the following matters :—1. The delay and inaccuracy in the notification of the Degree Examination results.2. rPlie present term system.8. The length of the session.4, The functions of the Professorial Board of Advice.5. The position of the Law, Mining, and Medical Schools.No formal report was ever presented by this committee owing to the pressure of other matters, but one or two of the subjects there ventilated have since .received attention from the Council, and from a future Executive.During the year an important change in finance was made. The annual report says : “ The largely increasing financial business rendered the continuance of a system of personal treasurers inconvenient. Your Executive have therefore opened a banking account in the name of tho Otago University Students’ Association, through which all moneys received by them are passed, and the account is operated on by cheque signed by the treasurer for the time-being on behalf of the Association." This has reduced the growing financial business of the Association to a systematic form.We may briefly here refer to the opening of the session of 1898. The fourth annual meeting was held on May 5th. Some further alterations were made in the constitution, notably an easier qualification for non-matriculated students, and a decrease in the representation of the Faculties from one in ten or part of ten to one in fifteen or part of fifteen. The balance-sheet for the year showed a credit balance of £15 17s 2d.
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The office-bearers this year were: Mr. C. M. Mouafc, B.A., LL.B., President (re-elected); Messrs. L. A. Line, M.A., and M. W. Boss, Vice-Presidents. Seventeen representatives were elected by the Faculties, the Executive thus numbering twenty. The Executive elected Mr. F. H. Campbell, M.A., Secretary, and Mr. E. C. Cutten, B.A., Treasurer. Votes of thanks were passed at this meeting to Messrs. J. G. Stuart, M.A., for his valuable services as secretary for two years, and to Mr. J. B, Montgomery on his retiring from the office of captain of the Football Club held for so many years.The Executive of the Association lias this year continued on in the same lines as previous Executives. Strong in its inception, the Association has continued to increase in strength from year to year. By the union it gives the students it enables work that a year or two ago was left to individual effort, at the great risk of not being done at all, to be done carefully and expeditiously. But the work of future Executives will aim higher than merely exercising management or control over University institutions. It will also have no inconsiderable influence in the control of our University work, an influence, perhaps not openly manifested, but nevertheless perceptibly felt.

“ ® i Qhxivgv&itq ‘gUttienn”
The first attempt to establish a magazine in connection with the Otago University was made about the year 1878, and was so far successful that a committee was formed, editors were appointed, and contributions were actually received, when some misunderstanding between the editors wrecked the whole scheme.Some years later another and a more ambitious effort was made, the object of which was to establish a magazine in connection with all the colleges affiliated to the New Zealand University. A joint committee was appointed from the students of the Otago University and Canterbury College, and letters were addressed to all the leading men throughout the colony soliciting their support in the shape of contributions ; but “ the leading men,'' not valuing at its true worth the privilege of being allowed to write for “ The New Zealand University Magazine,” prayed, on various grounds, to be excused, and this attempt was abandoned.
Nothing daunted by these failures, some four or five resolute spirits, prominent among whom were Messrs. R. McNab and W. A. Sim, revived the subject in 1888, and, notwithstanding the lukewarmness of the majority of the students, tire necessary preliminaries were arranged, and the “ Otago University R eview ” saw the light in August of that year.Previous to the advent of the R eview, the transactions of the various University institutions were recorded only in their respective
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minute-books; the doings of our athletic clubs received scant notice, 
if any, from tho daily press; the students of the Otago University 
remained in ignorance of what was happening in the sister colleges of 
the colony ; the literary productions of the essayist, having sparkled 
for a brief hour in the presence of the Debating Society, were relegated 
to the oblivion of a desk or trunk ; and that long-suffering individual, 
the dissatisfied undergrad, findiug no sympathetic editorial ear into 
which he could pour his many grievances, was obliged to nurse his 
wrath in silence and to consume whole columns of his own volcanic 
smoke.*

By the energy and determination of Messrs. McNab and Siin, 
together with a few other students who regarded University life as 
something higher than one long ceaseless “  grind ”  for exams, this 
state of affairs was completely changed. In presenting to University 
circles the first number o f the R eview, the editors thus set forth 
the aims of the jou rn a l:— To provido an outlet for the best literary 
work of the students, both past and present; to chronicle University 
news, not only of the Otago University, but also o f the sister colleges 
throughout tho colony ; to record tho doings of the University 
athletic clubs; and to sot apart a column for correspondence on 
subjects in any way connected with the University. From year to 
year these aims have been faithfully adhered to ; the balance between 
the purely literary and the purely local side o f the Review has been 
kept fairly true; and the journal has never deteriorated into a mere 
chronicle of small beer.

The first editors were Messrs W . A. Sim and J. A. Johnson, and 
the first business manager was Mr. R. McNab. The subscription was 
fixed at five shillings per annum, and the first volume consisted of 
three numbers, with a short supplement containing the results of the 
class examinations.

In the second year of issue Messrs. J. Hutchison and J. R. 
MacDonald and Miss Allen were appointed joint editors, with Mr. 
McNab again in the position of business manager. The subscription 
remained at five shillings, but the annual issue was increased to 
six numbers.

In the following year the editorship was intrusted to Messrs. 
MacDonald and Hutchison, but the indefatigable Mr. McNab having 
left to practice his profession in Invercargill, the duties of business 
manager were undertaken by Mr. W . Butement. This year tho 
subscription was reduced to four shillings per annum.

In 1891 an important change was made in the general manage
ment of the Review. In previous years the annual meeting of the 
Debating Society had been seized upon as the only time when a 
sufficient number of students could be got together to receive the

* It was at a later period that tho glorious possibilities that lay hidden in tho 
Capping Ceremony were revealed; nnd, as yet, that all-powerful body, the 
Students' Association, had not even been dreamt of.



50

annual report of the R eview Committee, and to apppoint a committee 
for the ensuing session. Even at such times the number of students 
who remained after the business of the Debating Society had been 
concluded was lamentably small. Indeed on one occasion the total 
number present was only seven, being less by two than the number 
required to form a committee. These seven elected themselves, and 
added two absentees, rather than allow the publication to fall through. 
It was, however, felt that this haphazard style of doings things could 
not be continued. Accordingly, in 1891, Mr. J. R. MacDonald brought 
the matter under the notice of the annual meeting of the Students’ 
Association, and succeeded, despite some opposition, in carrying a 
resolution transferring the management of the Review to the control 
of the Executive of that Association. During this session the editorial 
chair was filled by Mr. MacDonald alone, with Mr. -J. McKenzie as 
business manager.

The fifth year of publication opened in 1892 with a staff consist
ing of Messrs. Pearce, Mackenzie, and Stuart as editors, and Mr. C. 
R. Richardson as business manager. During this year six numbers 
were issued, the control of the Review still lying in the hands of the 
Otago University Association.

And, finally, during the current year the editorship has been 
entrusted to tbe hands of Messrs. J. G. Stuart and A. H. Adams, Mr. 
Richardson still ably fulfilling the duties of business manager. At the 
beginning of the present session the publication of this work was 
decided upon, and the details in connection therewith entrusted to 
Messrs. J. G. Stuart, M.A., and C. R. Richardson, B.A.

Although still young, being only in its sixth year, the Review 
may now be considered to have passed safely through the pains and 
perils that beset infancy, and to have made a fair start on a long and 
useful career.

(Ti)e (S)tit00 iUnmevsiti) (£ljx*t«tntn 
JUlumc£+

This institution dates its existence from the year 188G. Previous 
to that Lime there had been occasional meetings for prayer amongst 
the students, but it was not until the above year that the Alliance was 
constituted in its present form. The first regular meeting was held 
on the 12th of June. The following were the office-bearers for 188G:—  
President, The Chancellor, Dr. Stuart ; Vice-President, Mr. W. J. 
Com rie; Secretary, A. IT. Treadwell, B.A. Since that time the 
Alliance has held its meetings every Saturday morning during the 
session, its object being to stimulate a Christian interest amongst
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students and to create a fellowship amongst those who even in the 
stress and hurry of their university life are anxious to find in it a place 
for the consideration of spiritual things.

The history o f the Alliance has not been eventful, nor has it 
experienced the vicissitudes of fortune which have fallen to the lot of 
many of its sister institutions. It has gone quietly on its way an 
unobtrusive and yet not unimportant factor in the student life of the 
Otago University.

During the session of 1892 the Alliance instituted a series of 
Apologetic Lectures for students. These were delivered in the chemistry 
room on Friday evenings, and were for the most part well attended. 
Lectures were given by the Bishop of Dunedin, Drs. Dunlop and Watt, 
Bev. A. R. Fitchett, M.A., and Rev. A. P . Davidson, M.A. During 
this session also was instituted the practice of holding meetings of 
the Alliance at stated intervals during the session on Friday evenings, 
thus allowing the many lady students who are interested to be present.

The office-bearers for 1898, the present year, a re ;— President, 
The Chancellor, Dr. Stuart; Vice-Presidents, Messrs. A. Morrison, 
B.A., and J. Mackenzie, M .A .; Secretary, Mr. A. McNab. Tlie 
members of the Ladies’ Committee at present a re :— Miss Anderson, 
.Miss Davy, and Miss Moore.

The ladies have taken great interest in the Friday evening 
meetings, and have regularly contributed papers upon some Christian 
(topic.

(£lnb+

ACT I.
The first performance o f a dramatic nature in connection with 

the University took place on October 12th, 1889, when a charade waB 
acted in the library under the auspices of the Haringa Club— a club 
formed by the lady students for the purpose o f promoting an entente 
cordiak among the students. The play was on the word “  Casement.” 
For the first syllable, the trial scene “  Bardell v. Pickwick ”  was 
acted. Mr. Mouat, as Sergeant Buzfuz, had the lion’s share of the 
piece, and at his hands the extravagant language of counsel for the 
plaintiff received adequate justice. The other ladies and gentlemen 
taking part were: Mrs. Sliand (Mrs. Bardell), Miss Fraser (Mrs. 
Cluppins), Mr. McKenzie (Sam Weller), Mr. Heatley (Mr. Winkle), 
Mr. Young (Judge), Mr. Tennant (Sergeant Snubbin), and Mr. Mac
Donald (Crier). For the second syllable of the word, an entertaining 
sketch, the subject of wliieli was “  Women’s Rights in Relation to 
Mice,”  was given by Misses Alexander, Campbell, Little, White, Moss, 
and Mr. MacDonald, the bulk of the work falling on Miss Alexander
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and Mr. MacDonald, who discharged it to the evident satisfaction of 
the audience. In the representation of the complete word, Mr. 
Palmer, as a troubadour, serenaded Miss Bulau, who reclined graee- 
fully at a casement. To this unpretentious beginning may be traced 
the origin of the University Dramatic Club, The first act had been 
played, and was due to the initiative taken by the Haringa Club.

ACT II.
The second act in the development of the future club opened one 

evening in the beginning of July, 1890, when a band of stalwart foot
ballers burst into Mr. MacDonald's “  diggings ” and informed him 
that he, together with Messrs. Menzies, Mouat, and Campbell, had 
been appointed a sub-committee to “  run ”  an entertainment in the 
City Hall on July 19th, in aid of the funds of the Football Club, 
the first part of tile programme to bo musical, and tbe second part 
dramatic.

“  Only a fortnight's notice !" exclaimed Mr. MacDonald. •* It 
can’t be done in the time! The idea is absurd! You don’t know 
what you are talking about!”

Expostulations and remonstrances were in vain. The football 
team had to go to Christchurch, and it was imperative that funds 
should be raised. Finally, at a somewhat late hour, the deputation 
withdrew, on receiving Mr. MacDonald’s assurance that he would do 
his best in the matter, and that he already had an idea of something 
that might be attempted.

This idea was to make a selection from one of Goldsmith’s or 
Sheridan's plays. After hurriedly glancing through several of these 
comedies, it seemed to Mr. MacDonald that, after cutting out the 
scenes in which Mrs. Hardcastle and Tony Lumpkin appear, there 
was still left, in “  She Stoops to Conquer," a fairly connected play 
between the other characters, and he decided that, if Miss Alexander 
and Mr. Mouat were willing to take the parts of Kate Hardcastle and 
the Squire, he would endeavour to fill the part of Young Marlow 
himself.

These three characters being provided for, it was still necessary 
to find representatives of Hastings and Miss Neville. One student 
after another was offered the part of Hastings, but one after another 
pleaded some more pressing engagement. The same trouble was 
experienced in securing a Miss Neville. After several days of fruitless 
button-holing, and when the project was about to be abandoned, Mr. 
Stephens and Miss Campbell kindly consented to fill the breach, 
rather than allow the performance to fall through. Mr. Smeaton was 
pressed into the service as stage manager, and for eight days the little 
company rehearsed assiduously.

The performance took place on a Saturday evening. At ten that 
morning the east were busy setting the stage. At eleven they were to 
have a rehearsal. At twelve the stage was still far from complete..
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As scene-shifters and stage-hands the members of the cast were & 
brilliant failure. At one an adjournment was made for lunch. At 
two the setting of the stage was resumed. At three a rehearsal of a 
kind took place. At five, weary in body and mind, and dejected in 
spirits, the little company separated with doleful anticipations of the 
task before them in the evening. They had worked hard all day as 
stage-hands; they had had no dress rehearsal; their costumes (for 
the most part borrowed) had not even been tried on ; they were by no 
means letter-perfect in their parts, and they had only the haziest idea 
of where their exits and entrances should be made.

The performance, however, not only passed off without the 
slightest hitch, but some of the performers gave evidence of so much 
histrionic ability that the next number of the R e v ie w  contained a 
letter from a gentleman of considerable experience as a dramatic critic, 
suggesting the formation of a University Club for the study of classical 
comedies, with a view to their representation in public.

ACT III.

The project was discussed from time to time by those most 
interested, and the possibility of staging “  She Stoops to Conquer ”  
in its entirety was often talked of, but nothing definite was done till 
the following session, when Messrs, Mouat and J. S. Montgomery 
took the matter up con amove. With great difficulty, and by dint of 
sheer importunity, they at length succeeded in enlisting the support of 
the small number of graduates and students required to fill the oast. 
A meeting was then held at the University, and the Club was formally 
constituted, Mr. A. R. Barclay being appointed business manager, and 
Mr. Solomon stage manager.

The performance took place in the Princess Theatre on June 12th 
and 13th, 1891, before crowded houses, the cast being filled as 
follows : —
Hardcastle...................Mr. C. M. Mouat
Sir Charles Marlow . .  Mr. W. D. Milne 
Young Marlow . .  Mr. J. R. MacDonald
Hastings...............................Dr. Jeefcoat
Tony Lumpkin. .M r. J. S. Montgomery
Diggory.................. Mr. F. H. Campbell
Landlord ............................... Mr. H aydon

T h om as..............................Mr. Stevens
R o g e r ..................................... Mr. Adams
Mrs. Hardcastle...............Miss F reeman
Miss Hardcastle.......... Miss A lexander
Miss Neville...........................Miss F odor
M aid.......................................Miss W hite

The stage was handsomely furnished, the costumes were elaborate 
and appropriate, the performers were letter-perfect, the great scenes 
were successfully rendered and enthusiastically received, and the whole 
play went with such ease and finish that those of the audience who 
went to scoff remained to applaud. For the smoothness and precision 
that marked this representation and contributed so much to its 
success, the performers were in a large measure indebted to the 
untiring efforts of the stage manager, Mr. Solomon, whose dramatic 
■experience and keen criticism were of invaluable assistance.
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ACT IV.
The production of “ She Stoops to Conquer" having been received 

with so much favour by the press and the public, there was, in the 
following session, no want of interest in the Club, and no lack of 
members ready and anxious to face the footlights. The Club was 
already looked upon as one of “  Our Institutions,”  and one of which 
the University had reason to be proud. Consequently when it was 
announced that the play selected for 1892 was that old-time favourite, 
“  The Rivals,”  a feeling of interest was kindled amongst the play
going public hardly less keen than that felt by those more closely 
connected with University life.

The performance took place on Saturday and Monday, June 25th 
and 27th, with the following cast:—
Sir Anthony Absolute..Mr. C. M. Mooat 
Captain Absolute. .Mr. J. K. MacDonald
Bob A cres.............. Mr. V. H. Casifbkll
Sir Lucius O'Trigger.. Mr. W. J. Strong
Faulkland....................Mr. F. W. Platts
David......................... Mr. S. Maxwell

Coachman......................Mr. W . H avuon
F a g ...........................................Mr. Alloo
Mrs. Malaprop...................Misa F reeman
Julia...............................Misa A lexander
Lydia Languish...................Mias F odor
L u o y ...........................Misa Montgomery

In this appearance another undoubted success was scored, but 
what the Club may consider its greatest triumph was yet to come. 
The football and tennis teams were to journey north in July to exhibit 
their prowess in the annual athletic tournament against Canterbury 
■College. A brilliant and daring idea occurred to the Dramatic Club, 
or was suggested to them— an idea that was at first only whispered 
with bated breath from one to another, but which speedily found such 
favour, both within and without the Club, that all doubts and difficul
ties were swept aside, and the Club resolved to send the full cast to 
Christchurch, there to produce “  She Stoops to Conquer ’ ’ and “  The 
Rivals."

The Canterbury College students were communicated with, and 
the hope was expressed by the Otago men that the Northern College, 
which had in previous years staged several standard plays, including 
“  The Rivals,”  would return the visit in the following year, and give a 
performance before a Dunedin audience. The proposal was warmly 
taken up by the College, and our Dramatic Club was assured of a 
hearty welcome. Needless to say, the promise of a hearty welcome 
was more than fulfilled. Nothing could have exceeded the kindness 
and hospitality extended to the large contingent from Otago, and that 
week in Christchurch will long be remembered and talked of, by those 
Otago students who were fortunate enough to participate in it, as a 
red-letter week in their lives.

On the 14tli and 15th of July the Club faced audiences little 
smaller than they had been accustomed to in Dunedin, and certainly 
more enthusiastic. The production of “  She Stoops to Conquer”  was 
greatly applauded, and the press criticisms next day were, if somewhat 
guarded, more than favourable. But on the second night, the swing
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and “ go" which characterized the representation of "  The Rivals " wag 
a revelation even to the performers themselves, and must be attributed 
largely to the appreciative nature of the audience. The principals in 
the east had evidently established themselves as favourites, for they 
were recognised and heartily greeted as they came on. The result 
was that, from first to last, those behind the footlights were on rapport 
with those in front. On the stage there was a complete absence of 
anything approaching constraint or stiffness, and the performance was 
marked by a freedom of movement that had never been attained 
before. In the auditorium all restraint was swept away, and the 
laughter and applause was at times so loud and long as to interrupt 
the course of the play. At the end of the third and each succeeding 
act, professors, lecturers, and others, came behind the scenes, and 
enthusiastically congratulated the performers. The Press, too, next 
morning, entirely abandoned the slight tone of caution observable 
about its first criticisms, and was unqualified in its approbation.

By those students who have witnessed every performance given 
by the Club, the representation of “  The Rivals "  in Christchurch is 
generally admitted to be the best work that the Club has yet done.

ACT V.
The annual performance of the University Dramatic Club being 

now looked forward to with as much certainty as the University Ball 
or the Capping Ceremony, the Club in the present year 11893) 
deliberated long and anxiously over its choice of a play. Finally, 
it decided, not without serious misgivings, upon attempting “  The 
School for Scandal.”  That the popularity of the Club is not on the 
wane was shown by the large audiences that filled the theatre on 
August 18th and 19th, when the play was produced with the 
following cast:—
Sir Peter Teazle.......... Mr. C. M. Mouat
Charles Surface..Mr. J. E. MacDonald
Joseph Surface.................. Mr. C. Mandl
Sir Oliver Surfaae.. .M r. A. E. Barclay
Eowley.................. Mr. Jas. M ontgomery
Sir Benjamin Backbite..Mr. E. C. Cutten
Crabtree........................ Mr. A. H. A damh
Moses...............................Mr. Jas. W ales
Snake...........................Mr. Alfred Alloo
Sir Harry Bumper.. .  .Mr. W. J. Strong

Careless.....................Mr. P. H. Campbell.
Trip.............................. Mr. Alfred A lloo
Sir Toby.................................Mr. Orkney
Joseph’s Valet...............Mr. P. J. Mouat
Gentlemen, com- ) Mr. N. W illum s

panions of Charles ) Mr. W. Cran
Lady Teazle.  .............. Miss Alexander
Lady Sneerwell...................Mrs. M. Boss
Mrs. Candour.......................Mrs. B ennie
Maria...........................Miss Montgomery

In producing this brilliant comedy the Club, perhaps, undertook 
a task somewhat beyond its powers. Be this as it may, it is certain 
that, on the second night at least, the performance was quite up to' 
the high standard hitherto maintained by the Club. The Club has 
now presented, with no small measure of success, the three most 
famous of the eighteenth century comedies, and it is probable that, 
with the performance of “  The School for Scandal,”  the curtain has 
been rung down, for a time at least, upon the production of the 
classical comedy, as far as the University is concerned.
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Tbe members of the University Dramatic Club may now fairly 

turn their attention to modern comedy with the certainty that, in 
attempting the delineation of the lives and characters of men and 
women in modem dress, they have a prospect of even greater success 
than they have already achieved in depicting the manners and 
customs, the emotions and sentiments, of ladies and gentlemen in  
powder and patches.

The origin of University football can be traced as far back as 
1888, when one or two University students belonged to tbe second 
fifteens of the various local clubs, and one medical student (Dr. Allan) 
gained bis interprovineial cap. At tbo end of tbe season, Dr. Christie 
and Mr. R. McNab arranged a match with the Pirates Club, and the 
latter won by three goals and three tries to nil.

At the beginning of 1884, a general meeting of the students was 
held in Dr. Black’s room, Mr. W. D. Milne occupying the chair. It 
was then decided to form a football club, tbe colours to be chocolate 
and white jersey and stockings and blaok knickerbockers. The 
subscription was fixed at 2s 6d, and the following office-bearers were 
elected:— President, G. S. Sale, Esq., M .A .; Vice-President, W. 
Brown, Esq., M.D.; Captain, W. D. Milne; Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer, £ . McNab; Committee: F. B. Allen, R. Gil Id son, W. 
Fitzgerald, H. McIntyre, L. Barnett, and J. H. Chapman.

An unsuccessful effort was made by the Committee to secure the 
Museum Reserve, which was at that time vacant. The Club then 
numbered about thirty playing members.

On May 24tli, the first match was played against tbe Union 
Second, the latter winning by two tries to one. The * Times,’ in 
reporting the match, says: “  Considerable comment was caused by 
the fact that McIntyre played for the University against his own 
club.”  The constitution of the team caused a great deal of discussion 
in the papers, and it was found that matches could not be arranged 
for the Club on its existing basis. During the year, a great effort 
was made to send a team to play Canterbury College; but, after 
everything was settled, two of the University players backed out, and 
tbe match fell through.

The records for the season 1885 are very scanty. Mr. V. H. M. 
McLymont was secretary, Mr1. R. McNab deputy-captain, and Messrs. 
F. B. Allen, Prof. Brown, R. McNab, H. McIntyre, and J. R. 
Montgomery formed the committee, the other officers of the Club 
being the same as in 1884. No record of the matches, if any were 
played, exists.
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In 1886, however, we come to something definite in connection 

with the Club. Professor Sale was re-elected President, and has since 
continuously held that office. The Vice-President was Professor Main- 
waring Brown. Mr. Milne captained the Club, an office which he held 
until the end of 1888, when he retired from active service, and Mr. R. 
McNab was again deputy-captain. Mr. P. B. Allen was elected secretary 
and treasurer. Only three matches were played during the season—two 
against all-comers, on the Union ground, one of which was lost and 
the other won, and the third against Canterbury College, in Christ
church. This match is now a matter of history, and all University 
students will remember how their team was beaten on the post, when, 
having two tries to the good and the game well in hand, they allowed 
their opponents to score at the corner flag, and Bean kicked a 
wonderful goal. The University team for this year was as follows :—
F. B. Allen, J. Bee, W. Fitzgerald, J. Fitzgerald, H. McIntyre, J. 
McLaughlin, W. D. Milne (captain), R. McNab, J. R. Montgomery,
G. A. Simmers, J. Stevens, J. C. Smith, J. Tennant, and J. Torrance. 
In a foot-note to the list of Club matches we read:— “ The Club 
improved considerably last season, owing to the regular practice 
obtained on Wednesday afternoons on the Union ground, where some 
ten scratch matches were played.

The year 1887 shows a still further development in University 
football. In that year, the Club for the first time put a second 
fifteen into the field, and the interest consequently greatly increased. 
In this year, Dr. Scott and Professor Brown were elected Vice- 
Presidents, and Mr. F. B, Allen secretary, tho other offices being 
filled as before. The First Fifteen played 12 matches, winning 8, 
losing 6, and drawing 8, the wins being against the Pirates,. High 
School, and Canterbury College, the latter match being played at 
Taliuna Park, which was at the time under water. The team in 
1887 comprised F. B. Allen, W. Butement, W. Eliott, R. H. Hogg, 
J. V. Lovegrove, S. Neave, E. Fooks, J. Gibb, L. E. Hardy, J. F. 
Menzies, W. D. Milne, G. A. Simmers, J. C. Smith, J. S. Tennant, 
and J. Torrance.

The Second Fifteen played 6 matches, losing 5 and winning 1, 
that against the Taieri Second.

In this year the Club secured the use of Tahuna Park, and also 
changed its colours to the now-existing royal blue.

The following report is appended to the record of the Club :—• 
“ During the past season the Club, for the first time in its short 
history, played regular matches as a senior club. The possession of 
a ground, though somewhat distant from Dunedin, caused a very 
marked improvement in the play of the members.”

In 1888 the following new office-bearers were elected :— Deputy- 
captain, Mr. J. C. Smith; and Hon. Sec., Mr. R. H. Hogg.

The First Fifteen had a particularly good season, and their 
record has never been equalled by any subsequent teams. They played
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11 matches, winning 7, losing 8, and drawing 1, wins being scored! 
against the Alhambra, High School, Taieri, Montecillo, Pirates, 
Zihgari-Richmond, and Union Clubs.

The annual inter-college match resulted in a draw, eaeh side
scoring one goal. The 1888 team consisted of R. F. Cook, R. B. 
Huxtable, D. J. Le Oren, H. E, Murray, J. S. Reid, J. B. Thomson, 
C. Cantrell, E. E. Fooks, 3. F. Menzies, W. D. Milne (captain), P. G. 
Morgan, T. D. Pearce, A. S. M. Poison, J. 0. Smith, and J. Torrance;

The Second Fifteen also came out of the fire with a very good 
record, as, out of ten matches played, they won 6, lost 4, drew 1, their 
wins being against the High School Second, Taieri Second, Pirates 
Second, Montecillo Second, and Zingari-Eichmond Second.

The report says :— “  The experience of the past season has been 
the realization of the hopes entertained at its commencement. Both, 
Fifteens have now won the majority of their matches, the play 
throughout the season being most consistent, and the Club lays claim 
to one Otago and South Island representative (J. B. Thomson).”

During this year it was resolved by the College and University 
Clubs— “  That no man shall play in the annual match between Otago 
University and Canterbury College in 1888 unless he possesses the 
double qualification— fa )  That he is a graduate, undergraduate, or is 
in actual attendance at lectures. (1 ) That he is a playing member of 
his club.”  This rule has been tacitly adhered to in all subsequent 
matches between the two colleges.

In 1889 Mr. Milne, having so long been at the head of University 
football, and having decided to retire from the field, was elected a 
Vice-president of the Club. Dr. Scott being his colleague. Both- 
gentlemen have filled that office until the present time. Mr. R. F. 
Cook was elected captain, Mr. J. Torrance deputy-captain, and Mr. A. 
Poison hon. secretary and treasurer. How different from 1888 is the 
record for 1889 ! Matches played 11, won 2, lost 8, drawn 1. This 
great change is hard to account for, unless it be that about this time 
the town clubs went in for more systematic training, and consequently 
the University Club, being noted for its inattention to that important 
adjunct to football, was left in the back ground.

In 1889 the following represented the Club:—  R. F. Cook 
(captain), J. Mcllroy, A. Mcllroy, W. Mendelson, J. F. Menzies, N. 
Paterson, J. S. Reid, F. H. Campbell, F. Fitchett, P. Fitzgerald, G. 
Makgill, T. D. Pearce, A. S. M. Poison, G. A. Simmers, J. Torrance, 
and J. Watt.

The Second Fifteen did much better than the First, as, out of 
7 matches played, they won 4, lost 2, and drew 1, their wins being 
against the Alhambra (twice), Pirates, and Dunedin.

The report appended to the record says :—“  The past season 
was disastrous to the Otago University Football Club. The University, 
unfortunately, counts among its members a great many individuals- 
who appear to thrive on their plenteous endowment of apathy. These-
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•gentlemen do not play, systematic training is a consummation 
devoutly to be wished, but quite out of the question, seeing that 
spare moments in an active student's life are so few and far between. 
With these and other troubles in the way, last season was one 
•continuous struggle for those who had the Club’s best interests at 
heart, and who did more than their fair share of work to keep matters 
straight.”

In October, 1889, at a general meeting of the Club, Mr. Frank 
H. Campbell was elected lion, secretary and treasurer, and he has 
held that office up to the present time.

In 1890 the following new officers were elected:—Captain, Mr. 
J. R. Montgomery; Deputy-captain, Mr. R. F. Cook.

The season of 1890 was even more disastrous, if possible, than 
that of 1889, for, out of 11 matches played, only 1 was won (that 
against the l'aieri), while 9 were lost and 1 drawn. The team, how
ever, is to be complimented for the gallant stand it made against 
Canterbury College, and those who took part in that match will readily 
admit that it was the hardest game they ever played. The College 
were exceptionally strong, while the University had a very weak team, 
but by sheer pluck they kept their opponents out all the first spell, 
and in the second spell they fought so hard that it was not until near 
the end that the College scored a goal and a try, the latter being given 
•owing to a misunderstanding about the touch-line.

The following represented the Club in 1890:— W. Anderson, A. 
G. Bell, R. F. Cook, W. Mendelson, J. F. Menzies, A. Mcllroy, P. 
Andrew, F. II. Campbell, F. Fitchett, D. Greig, J. R. Montgomery, 
M. W. Ross, T. D, Pearce, J. Torrance, J. Watt, and J. Rutherford.

The Second Fifteen’s record was slightly better than that of the 
First. They played 7 matches, winning 1, losing 4, and drawing 2.

The appended report says:— “  We have always to make the same 
•complaint of University students playing with other clubs, but what 
we more regret is that a few footballers (?) do their utmost to take 
away to their own clubs players on whom they have really no claim. 
The Second Fifteen, owing to various causes, did not work well 
together, and it is to be hoped that players will this year bury all petty 
jealousies, and do their utmost to further the interests of the Club."

At the beginning of this year the ladies of the University 
presented the Football Club with a beautiful banner, which the Club, 
though striving hard, has seldom been able lately to carry to vietory ; 
but as its intentions are always good, it is hoped that the tide of 
fortune will yet turn in the Club's favour.

In 1891 the Club greatly increased its number of vice-presidents, 
the following being e l e c t e d D r s .  Barnett, Black, Fooks, Jeffcoat, 
Parker, Roberts, Salmond, Seott, Shand, Professors Gibbons and 
Gilray, and Messrs Spencer and Milne. Mr. J. R. Montgomery was 
again captain, while Mr. J. Torrance was elected deputy-captain. Yet 
another year in which the Club, out of 8 games played, won only 1
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and drew 1, the win being, strangely enough, against the Taieri, and 
the draw with the Zingari-Rielimond, as in 1890.

The annual Oollege match was lost by 1 goal and 1 try to 2 tries, 
but everybody who saw the match now knows that the University scored 
a try underneath the posts just on time, but the referee, not being 
able to see it, gave it a maul, and Hislop was easily carried back by 
the “  burly "  Thacker, who afterwards admitted that it was a fair try. 
This would have made the score equal, and it is almost certain a goal 
would have been kicked.

The team in 1891 was as follows:— G. Ahern, A. Crawford, W. 
Mendelson, G. Mitchell, J. Rutherford, J. Torrance, P. Andrew, F. 
H. Campbell, P. Fitzgerald, W. Hislop, J. R. Montgomery, P. G. 
Morgan, T. D. Pearce, M. W. Ross, and J. Watt.

The Second Fifteen's record was little better, as out of 9 matches 
they won 2 and lost 7.

The appended report says:— “  Lack of interest and want of 
training were chiefly responsible for the ill success of the Club, and it 
is high time that members should devote at least a small portion of 
their time to training, for only then can the Club hope to win 
matches. Last year many students were again conspicuous by them 
lack of esprit <lts corps in playing for other clubs. We are happy to say 
that this most undesirable state of affairs has been almost wholly 
removed, owing to the firm action of the Students’ Association, to 
which the sincere thanks of the Club are due.”  Too much import
ance cannot be attached to this last sentence. The Students’ Associa
tion, though not going too far in the matter, have always expressed 
strong disapproval of such action, and we trust they will always 
support the Football Club in this way.

In the year 1892, the names of Dr. W. Brown and Mr. R. F. 
Cook were added to the number of vice-presidents. Mr. A. Crawford was 
deputy-captain for part of the year, and after his resignation Mr. 
M. \V. Ross was appointed in his place.

The record for 1892 shows a great improvement on that of 1891, 
for, out of 11 matches played, 4 were won and 7 lost, the wins being 
against the Taieri, Dunedin, Pirates, and Canterbury College. The 
team may take to its credit that this is the only year, since the 
inauguration of the Club, in which the Dunedin Club was defeated 
by the University. The College match was again productive of great 
excitement, for, the Oollege having scored 10 points in the first ten 
minutes, everybody thought the University’s chance of success was 
n il ; but the first spell ended with the score 10—6, and in the second 
the Blues soon topped them opponents' score, eventually winning by 
15 points to 10. The following represented the Club in this year :— 
C. F. Collins, W. Haydon, P. Marshall, G. Mitchell, J. Porteous, J. 
Rutherford, A. Alloo, F. H. Campbell, W. Hislop, J. R. Montgomery, 
P. Morgan, T. D. Pearce, F. W. Platts, M. W. Ross, and W. J. 
Strong.
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The Second Fifteen also showed a far better record than for 
many years past, and scored 80 points against their opponents’ 17. 
They played six matches, winning 4 and losing 2 ; their- wins being 
against the Zingari-Bichmond, Dunedin, and Taieri Seconds, and the 
Bavensbourne Club.

The appended report says:— “  The past season was far more 
successful in every respect than almost any of the previous ones. 
Far more attention was paid to training, and more interest was shown 
in the work of the Club, with the result that a much better record 
was shown.”

During this year the committee tried the expedient of taking a 
hall once a week for training purposes, and although the venture was 
not a financial success, it certainly improved University football.

In 1898, Mr. J. B. Montgomery was elected a vice-president, as 
a token of the Club’s appreciation of his services, and Dr. Hogg 
replaced Mr. E. F. Cook. Mr. F. W. Platts was elected captain, and 
Mr. M. W. Boss deputy-captain.

The interest in University football seems lately to be decidedly on 
the wane, for neither can enough students he induced to play the 
game, nor does the general body of students support the Club in any 
shape or form. Certainly a few enthusiastic supporters are to be 
found at every match, but very few, aud to many students it would be 
a matter of small moment if the Club ceased to exist. We trust that, 
for the honour of University football, the students will in future give the 
Club that support which is so beneficial to the players and so much 
needed to make the Club successful. It is true that to ensure success 
there must be the unity amongst the players themselves, but if the 
main body of the students took more interest in the Club’B welfare, 
some few of the players would attach more importance than they do 
to the honour of the University, and not be led away from their duty 
by petty grievances.

The annual match against Canterbury College again afforded 
great excitement. For five minutes before time the College had scored 
4 points to their opponent’s nil, the Blues playing a very inferior 
game, when suddenly the latter woke up and quickly scored a goal 
and 2 tries, thus winning by 9 points to 4.

The following represented the Club :—J. Neil, C. Snow, W. Oran, 
W. McKay, 0. Collins, Melhuish, Allen, F. H. Campbell, C. Cullen, 
I. Hunter, J. E. Montgomery, J. S. Montgomery, F. W. Platts 
(captain), M. W. Boss, and 3. Simmers.

The difficulty in University football is that almost the same 
thirty players have to be depended on every Saturday, and if a few of 
them are unable to play, great trouble is found in replacing them. 
Therefore it should be a very pressing cause which keeps any player 
away from football on a Saturday.

Notwithstanding the fact that the University Club has never 
in the course of its career, with the exception of perhaps the



6 2

year 1888, occupied a very prominent position among the senior 
clubs in Otago, there can be no question that the Club has 
done incalculable good towards fostering that University spirit 
which is, year by year, becoming more prominent amongst the 
students. From its inauguration in 1884, the Club has continued its 
progress with varying success, and when wo consider all the draw- 
hacks to University football, the Club may fairly be complimented on 
its career. The first and foremost drawback is that the Club can 
never hope to retain its players for any length of time, and, again, the 
opportunities for training are very few and far between. These are 
only two of the numerous disadvantages the Club necessarily labours 
under, and yet the claim can unhesitatingly be made that the Club 
has always played the game in the friendly spirit which is so necessary 
to the success of Rugby football.

©taga gaunt Semite

The Lawn Tennis Club has now been in existence about nine 
years. It was in the year 1884 that the Council received a peti
tion, dated September 10th, and signed by seventy-one students, 
praying that a lawn tennis court might be added to the provision 
already made for athletics within the grounds, The Council acceded 
to this request by giving a grant for the building of an asphalt court. 
With a good court in their possession it was not long before those 
students who played tennis formed themselves into a club, which in 
1885 was already in full swing under the management of Mr. R. V. 
Fulton (now Dr. Fulton) as secretary. In 1886 the game became so 
popular among the students that the management of the Club judged 
it. time that a second court should be laid down for the accommodation 
of players. To raise the required funds it was decided to hand round 
subscription sheets to the members of the Council (in their private 
capacity), to the professors and lecturers, and to the students. This 
was done with such satisfactory results that it was judged expedient to 

, get a handsome new court laid down, which was ready for use in the 
session of 1887. The making of this court, partly owing to the fact 
that a great amount of rock had first to be cleared away, proved very 
expensive, the whole cost of the new court, together with repairs to 
the old, being almost £80. In consequence of this the finances of the 
Club fell into a very unsatisfactory condition. To remedy this calls 
were again made on the students’ pockets, and the annual subscription 
was raised from 2s 6d to 6s ; and from this time the state of the 
finances improved so steadily that in 1891 the subscription was reduced 
to its former amount.
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In 1890 the Olub was deprived of one of the courts owing to the 
site being required for the erection of the School of Mines. Two 
years later the University Council, to recoup the Club for the loss thus 
sustained, donated £50 towards the formation of another court. As, 
however, the Council and the Club are not agreed as to the position 
of the new court, no steps have as yet been taken for its laying down.

The Lawn Tennis Club has always been one of the most success
ful of the University institutions. It has all along played matches 
against outside clubs, and has never failed to give a good account of 
itself; in faot, it has proved itself to be one of the leading clubs in 
Otago. The most formidable antagonist among the clubs of the 
province which the University has to meet is the Otago Club, against 
which it has now played 6 matches, having lost 4 and won 2, though 
neither defeats nor victories have ever been crushing. In 1887 an 
annual match with Canterbury College was inaugurated, and during 
every session since (save once when the weather would not permit) a 
match has been played between the sister colleges. Out of the 
6 matches played the University has won S, lost 2, and drawn 1. Of 
42 matches played altogether against outside clubs, the University 
has won 26, lost 14, and drawn 2—a result of which none can be 
ashamed.
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